Mary Queen of Scots.

[The numerous portraits ascribed to this princess are as various and dissimilar as
the circumstances of her life, and have excited almost as much doubt and controversy
a8 the disputed points of her history, agreeing only in representing her as eminently
beautiful., The picture which has furnished the plate before us has been preserved
with the greatest care from time immemorial in the mansion of Dalmahoy, the prin-
cipal seat in Scotland of the earl of Morton. On the upper part of it is inscribed,
“Mary Queen of Scota: said to have been painted during her confinement in Loch-
leven Castle;” and the earl who at present possesses it states that, according to a
tradition in his lordship’s family, it was once the property of George Douglas, the
liberator of Mary, and that it passed from him to his eminent relation, James, fourth
earl of Morton, with whose posterity it remains to the present day.]



