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GENESIS

GENESIS1— CREATION OF THE WORLD

CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH (V. 1)

Here are three facts. What was done? Who did it? When did it occur? Two
words require explanation: "created” and "beginning." Does the former
mean that heaven and earth were created out of nothing? The word (bara,
in Hebrew) does not necessarily mean that, but its peculiar use in this
chapter suggests that it means that here. It occurs three times, here in verse
1, at the introduction of life on the fifth day, and at the creation of man on
the sixth day. Elsewhere, where only transformations are meant, another
word (asah, in Hebrew) is used, translated "made.” Bara (created) is thus
reserved for marking the introduction of each of the three great spheres of
existence — the world of matter, of animal life and of spirit, al three of
which, though intimately associated, are distinct in essence, and constitute
all the universe known to us. Professor Guyot adds that whenever the
simple form of bara is used in the Bible it ways refers to awork made by
God and never by man. These considerations, with others, justify the
statement that "created” here means created out of nothing.

But when was the "beginning”? The margin indicates a period about 4,000
years before Christ, but these marginal notes are not part of the divine test,
but the work of uninspired minds and therefore open to debate. Should
science ultimately determine on millions of years ago as the period of the
creation there is nothing in this verse of the Bible it would contradict.

MAKING DAY (VV. 2-5)

What was the condition of inert matter as represented in verse 2? The first
verb "was' has sometimes been trandated "became.” Read it thus and you
get the ideathat originally the earth was otherwise than void and waste,
but that some catastrophe took place resulting in that state. This means, if
true, that a period elapsed between verses 1 and 2, long enough to account
for the geological formations of which some scientists speak, and a race of
pre-Adamite men of which others speculate. It suggests too that the earth
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as we now know it may not be much older than tradition placesit. The
word "earth™ in this verse, however, must not be understood to mean our
globe with its land and seas, which was not made till the third day, but
smply matter in general, that is, the cosmic materia out of which the Holy
Spirit organized the whole universe, including the earth of today.

"And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters." "Moved upon"
means brooded over as abird on its nest. "Waters' means not the oceans
and seas as we know them, but the gaseous condition of the matter before
spoken of. The Spirit of God moved "upon™ the waters, and not inside of
them, showing that God is a persona Being separate from Hiswork. As
the result of this brooding, what appeared? We need not suppose that God
spake just as a human being speaks, but the coming forth of light out of
thick darkness would have seemed to a spectator as the effect of adivine
command (“**Psalm 33:6-9). On the natura plane of things vibration is
light or produces light, which illustrates the relation between the moving of
the Spirit upon inert matter and the effect it produced.

"And God called the light day." The Hebrew word yom, trandated "day," is
used in five different sensesin the first two chapters of Genesis. Here it
means light without reference to time. Later in the same verse it means the
period covered by "the evening and the morning” mentioned, the exact
duration of which we do not know. At verse 14 it stands for what we know
as twenty-four hours, at verse 16 it means the light part of the day of
twenty-four hours, and at 2:4 it means the whole period during which the
heaven and the earth were created. All this bears on the question whether
creation was wrought in six days of twenty-four hours or six day-periods
of unknown length; and it will be seen that one does not necessarily
contradict the Bible if he believes the latter. When we recall that days of
twelve and twenty-four hours were altogether excluded before the
appearance of the sun on the fourth day, the latter hypothesis receives the
stronger confirmation.

MAKING HEAVEN (VV. 6-8)

What does God call forth in verse 6? Firmament might be trandated
expanse. What was it to divide? Notice that according to our definition of
waters, this means a separation of the gaseous matter into which light had
now come. What did God call this expanse? Heaven here means not smply
the atmosphere around the earth but the greater immensity where the sun,
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moon and stars are located. Related to this, read “**Psalm 148 and notice
that there are waters, that is, gaseous matter above the heaven of which
this verse speaks, and that the waters below it include the clouds of our
atmosphere as well as the oceans and seas we navigate.

MAKING EARTH AND SEAS (VV. 9-13)

What command goes forth from God on the third day (v. 9)? What did He
cal the result (v. 10)? Heaven, or the firmament, had divided the cosmic or
gaseous matter on the second day. Motion was now everywhere, and
gravitation and chemical forces tended to concentrate this matter under the
firmament around particular centers, one of which became our globe. A
cooling process set in, shrinking and folding its surface into great wrinkles,
the shrinking of some parts furnishing basins for oceans or seas and the
projection of other parts bringing continents into view. Thus would
astronomers and geologists comment on these verses.

But another work than the formation of the globe was accomplished on
thisday (vv. 11-12). A principle superior to matter begins to govern its
particles, and they assume new forms. What does the earth put forth?
Which came first, the plant or the seed? "The plant is not yet life," says
Guyot, "but the bridge between matter and life."

MAKING LIGHTS (VV. 14-19)

What command went forth on the fourth day? For what six purposes were
these lights made (v. 14-15)? What discrimination is made between the two
greater lights (v. 16)? Where were the lights placed (v. 17)? What special
purpose of their making is emphasized in verses 17 and 18? It iswell to
keep in mind that light itself was made on the first day, and that these lights
of the fourth day were (so to speak) light-holders. It is of course
unnecessary to state how they divide the day from the night, and in what
sense they are for signs and seasons, as every one knows the first result is
secured by the daily rotation of the earth among them on its own axis, and
the second by its annual revolution around the sun. It is presumable that
originally their light was merged in that of the earth's own outer covering
of light, and that as her luminous envelope disappeared they became
visible, and she came to depend on them for both light and hezt.
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CREATING ANIMAL LIFE (VV. 20-25)

What is the command of verse 20? The waters here referred to are our
oceans and seas. The Revised Version corrects the misapprehension that
fowl came forth from the water. What word in verse 21 indicates that we
have now entered on a new sphere of existence? What was the nature of
the blessing on the fish and fowl (v. 22)? What was the further work of
creation on thisday (v. 24-25)? It isinteresting to note: (a) that this
peopling of the water, the air and the land is in the precise order indicated
by the science of geology; (b) that the plant life of the third day was the
preparation for the animal life of the fifth day; (c) that the plant is now in
the animal shaped into new forms, and subservient to higher functions than
it could ever perform by itself; (d) that two powers which place the animal
on a higher platform than the lower grades of existence are sensation, by
which it perceives the world around it, and will, by which it reacts upon it.
Thisislife, and is not the result of chemical elements left to themselves, but
the effect of previoudy existing life. Thus, the Bible and science agree in
declaring that "spontaneous generation is an untenable hypothesis,” and
only life begets more life.

CREATING MAN (VV. 26-31)

What word in verse 26 suggests more than one person in the Godhead?
What dignity is given to man above every other work of creation?
What dignity in his position? What word in verse 27 shows that in his
creation we have entered another new sphere of existence? What
blessing is bestowed on man in verse 28? How does it differ from that
bestowed on the lower animals? What provision has God made for the
sustenance of man and beast? Note:

(2) that the consultation in the Godhead regarding man's creation
foreshadows the New Testament doctrine of the Trinity;

(2) that the "image of God" may mean the trinity in man represented by
body, soul and spirit (2:7; ***1 Thessalonians 5:23), but especially that
moral image suggested in “**Colossians 3:10;

(3) that the dominion of man over the lower creation has in some
measure been lost through sin, but will be restored again in Christ
(**™Psdm 8); and
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(4) that the creation of matter, of life and of man are three distinct
creations out of nothing, and that God's action in them is direct, hence
evolution from one into the other is impossible. There may be evolution
within any one of these systems of existence considered by itself, but
thisis different from that other evolution which would make man the
descendant of an ape and rule God out of the universe which He made.

QUESTIONS
1. What does create probably mean in this chapter? Why do you think
s0?
2. When may the beginning have been?
3. What does "earth” mean in verse 2?
4. What word in verse 2 opposes pantheism by showing God to be a
person?
5. If the creation days were not limited to twenty-four hours, why do
you think so?
6. What does "heaven" of the second day stand for?
7. What two works were accomplished on the third day?
8. What two powersin the anima define life?
9. Quote “**’Colossians 3:10.

10. How would you distinguish between arationalistic and a possibly
Biblical evolution?

GENESIS2 — THE GARDEN OF EDEN

GOD'SSABBATH (VV. 1-3)

The first three verses of this chapter belong to the preceding as a summary
of its contents. Of what day do they treat? What did God do on that day?
How did He regard it? In the light of the fourth commandment, these
verses seem to countenance the thought of creative days of twenty-four
hours each; that is, God's Sabbath seems to be set over against man's
Sabbath, but the two should not be confounded. The latter was made for
man and fitted to his measure (“*Mark 2:27). Therefore while the
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proportion of time may in some sense be the same, the actual time may be
different.

MAN'SNATURE (VV. 4-7)

"The generations of" in verse 4, frequently repeated in this book, forms the
dividing line between the various sections of it, or as Dr. Urquhart putsiit,
"the heading of the various natural chapters into which the whole book was
divided by its author. It refers not to what goes before but what comes
after." In thiscaseit is not the story of the heaven and the earth which we
are to have repeated, but an account of the transactions of which they were
to be the scene, the things which followed their creation.

Notice the new name of God used here: Lord God. The first of these
words printed in capitals trand ates the Hebrew "Jehovah,” while the
second trandates "Elohim." Elohim is the far-off name, that which
distinguishes God as creator, hence its uniform employment until now. But
Jehovah is the nearby name which distinguishes God in relation with man,
the covenant-making and covenant-keeping God, hence its employment
here where man is to be especially considered. Later on when both Jehovah
and Elohim are used in connection with human affairs, the former seems to
be generally reserved for God's dealing with His own people as
distinguished from the unbelieving nations.

Verse 5 should be read in the Revised Version, where a certain condition is
described and the reason is given. What were the condition and the reason?
What interesting fact of natural history is stated in verse 6? It will be
especialy interesting to recall this when we reach the first mention of rain
at the flood. Of what was the body of man formed? What did the Lord God
do with the formation He had made? And what was the production of these
two elements according to the last clause? Here is the starting-point of the
psychology of the Bible, which seems to speak of man as a trichotomic
being — having body, soul and spirit (compare ***1 Thessal onians 5:23;
FPHebrews 4:12). Tertullian, one of the early church fathers, used to call
the flesh the body of the soul and the soul the body of the spirit, an opinion
which has maintained among psychologists to the present. Others have
called the body the seat of our sense-consciousness, the soul the seat of our
self-consciousness, and the spirit the seat of our God-consciousness.

Before leaving this verse note:
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(1) that the word formed in Hebrew is practically the same as potter
(**™Job 10:9; “**Jeremiah 18:1-6; “**Romans 9:20-21);

(2) that the word for ground is adamah, which means red earth, and
that from it the proper name Adam is derived; and

(3) that the reference to the spiritual life which man received by God's
inbreathing is that which is the common property of all men, and which
should be distinguished from the new life in Christ Jesus which
becomes the possession of those who, as fallen creatures, receive the
Holy Spirit to dwell in them through faith in His name. For the
common spiritua life see **Job 32:8; “Proverbs 20:27; “**1
Corinthians 2:11; and for the life of the Holy Spirit in the believer see
EE7zekiel 36:26-27; “F*Psam 53; “**John 14:16-17; “**1 Corinthians
6:19.

THE GARDEN LOCATED (VV. 8-14)

What name is given to the locality of the garden? In which section of
that locality was it planted? What expression in verse 9 shows God's
consideration for beauty as well as utility? What two trees are
particularly named? Where was the tree of life planted? What
geographical feature of verse 10 accentuates the historical character of
this narrative? Observe how this is further impressed by the facts which
follow, viz: the names of the rivers, the countries through which they
flow, and even the mineral deposits of the latter. Note:

(1) the use of the present tense in this description, showing that the
readers of Moses period knew the location;

(2) it must have been an elevated district, as the source of mighty
rivers; and

(3) it could not have been a very luxuriant or fruitful locaity, else why
the need of planting a garden, and where could there have been any
serious hardship in the subsequent expulsion of Adam and Eve? It used
to be thought that Eden was a Hebrew word meaning pleasure, but
recent explorations in Assyriaindicate that it may have been of
Accadian origin meaning a plain, not afertile plain asin avalley, but an
elevated and sterile plain as a steppe or mountain desert. Putting these
things together, the place that would come before the mind of an
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Oriental was the region of Armenia where the Euphrates and the Tigris
(or Hiddekel) take their rise. There are two other rivers taking their rise
in that region, the Kur and the Araxes, thence uniting and flowing into
the Caspian Sea, but whether these are identical with the Pison and
Gihon of the lesson can not yet be determined. Science now
corroborates this location of Eden in so far asit teaches

(2) that the human race has sprung from a common center and

(2) that this center is the table-land of central Asia.

THE MORAL TEST (VV. 15-17)

For what practical purpose was man placed in the garden (v. 15)? What
privilege was accorded him (v. 16)? And what prohibition was laid upon
him (v. 17)? With what penalty? Some test must be given afree moral
agent by which his determination either to obey or disobey God may be
shown, and it pleased God, for reasons He has not been pleased to entirely
reveal, to select thistest. It was an easy onein the light of Adam's
condition of sinlessness and the bountiful privileges otherwise bestowed
upon him: "The forbidden tree was doubtless called the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil because through the eating of it mankind came
to the experience of the value of goodness and of the infinite evil of sin.”

The phrase "Thou shalt surely die" istrandated alittle differently in the
margin. The nature of this death was twofold. It was a spiritual death, for
"in the day" Adam ate thereof he was cast out from the garden and cut off
from the communion with God theretofore enjoyed. It was physical death,
for in the end Adam returned unto the dust whence he was formed. It
would seem from the ensuing record that it was his exclusion from "the
tree of life in the midst of the garden” which ultimately resulted in death: It
seems to have existed to confer the gift of immortality, perhaps to
counteract sickness, repel bodily ills of every kind, and keep the springs of
activity and enjoyment preserved in abounding fullness.

MAN'SHELPMATE (VV. 18-25)

What further evidence of God's consideration isin verse 18? What
occurred as a preliminary to its expression (v. 19)? How does verse 20
illustrate the intelligence of Adam and in so far disprove the theory of
man's ascent from a lower level than the present? Note the five steps on
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God's part before the helpmate is introduced to Adam (vv. 21-22). How
does Adam express his recognition of the helpmate? What name is given to
her, by whom isit given, and why? Do you suppose verse 24 is the record
of an expression of Adam, or alater one of Moses, the human author of
this book? Of course, in either casg, it is God speaking through the human
agent, but which agent isit? (Compare also “**Ephesians 5:22-23, but
especially verses 30-31.) Speaking of the formation of Eve from Adam,
one of the older commentators has remarked that "she was not made out of
his head to surpass him, nor from his feet to be trampled on, but from his
side to be equal to him, and near his heart to be dear to him."

The last verse of the chapter indicates that in their state of innocence
modesty did not require clothing as a covering for shame and that the
climate of the garden did not require it for protection. Of God it is said,
"Thou coverest Thyself with light as with a garment” (***Psalm 104:2),
and some have thought that in man's state of innocence a similar shining
may have served him in the same way, an outer light which he lost when
sin robbed him of the inner one.

QUESTIONS

1. What relation do the first three verses of chapter 2 bear to the
preceding chapter?

2. What significance attaches to the phrase "the generations of"?

3. How would you distinguish the names of God in this lesson?

4. What is the nature of man, threefold or twofold?

5. Give some evidences of the historicity of Eden?

6. Where may it have been located, and what reasons are there for so
thinking?

7. What made Adam's morad test an easy one?

8. Why was "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil" probably
caled by that name?

9. In what two ways was the penalty executed on Adam?

10. What shows that Adam was not a savage but rather the noblest
type of the race?
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GENESIS 3 — THE INTRODUCTION OF SIN

THE TEMPTATION (VV. 1-5)

That more than the serpent was present is suggested by the speech and
reasoning powers displayed, but is rendered certain by a comparison of
“@PRevelation 12:9 and 20:2, where the serpent is identified with Satan.
Some think the serpent originally stood upright and was very beautiful to
look upon, which, if true, would contribute to its power over the woman
and further explain why Satan employed it as his instrument. Nevertheless,
that Satan was the real tempter is additionally assured by “**John 8:44;
“ME2 Corinthians 11:13; ***1 John 3:8 and ***1 Timothy 2:14.

Read Satan's inquiry of the woman in the Revised Version, and perceive
how it differs from the words of the prohibition (2:16). How does it prove
Satan "aliar from the beginning,” and how does it impugn God's wisdom
and love? Do you think the woman made a mistake in parleying with
Satan? And how does her language (v. 3) deflect from the truth? Does she
also make God a harder master than He is, and thus has sin aready entered
her soul?

Notice that "gods" (v. 5) istrandated "God" in the Revised Version. It was
in seeking to be as God that Satan fell (*®®1 Timothy 3:6), and he tries to
drag man down by the same means. Compare this passage with the history
of the Antichrist (*™1 Thessalonians 2:4).

THE FALL (VV. 6-7)

What three steps led to the open act of sin? How does “**1 John 2:16
characterize these steps? Compare the temptation of Jesus for the use of
the same method (**™Luke 4:1-13). How does the further conduct of the
woman illustrate the progress and propagation of sin? Did any part of
Satan's promise come true? What part failed? Our first parents came into
the knowledge of good and evil by coming to know evil to which they had
been strangers before, the moral effect on them being shame (compare
2:25). What the man and woman immediately acquired was the now
predominant trait of self-consciousness. God-consciousness has been lost,
and henceforth self-contemplation is to be the characteristic and bane of
mankind, laying the foundation for those inner feelings or mental states
comprehended under the term unhappiness, and for all the externa
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strivings whereby effort is made to attain a better condition. What was the
first of these efforts they made (v. 7, last clause)? And is not this act the
germ of al subsequent human activities? Conscious of self and feeling the
pressure of need, and no longer having a God to supply that need, man
begins to invent and contrive (*™Ecclesiastes 7:29). Nor are these
inventions of amaterial kind merely, but chiefly a spiritual kind, since their
effort to cover themselvesiillustrates the futile attempts of the race to save
itself from the eternal effects of sin by works of morality, penance and the
like. What is the only covering that avails for the sinner (**?Romans 3:22,
<2 Corinthians 5:21)?

THE TRIAL (VV. 8-13)

"Voice" might be rendered by sound, and "cool" by wind. How does verse
8 indicate the character and degree of their shame? Do God's words (v. 9)
express judgment only, or may they have expressed grace? If the latter, in
what sense? Does Adam tell the exact truth (v. 10)? Was it merely shame
or the sense of sin that drove him away? How does God's question (v. 11)
suggest the kind of knowledge that had now come to Adam? Does verse
12 show a spirit of repentance or self-justification on his part? In the last
analysis does he cast the blame on the woman or God?

THE SENTENCE ON THE SERPENT (VV. 14-15)

On which of the guilty does God first pass sentence? Has the curse of verse
14 been fulfilled? Compare **1saiah 65:25, and notice that even in the
millennium when the curse is removed from al other cattle it will still
remain on the serpent. But how does this curse suggest that previously the
serpent did not crawl? (Naturalists describe the organism of the serpent as
one of extreme degradation, and say that although it belongs to the latest
creations of the animal kingdom, yet it represents a decided retrogression
in the scale of being, thus corroborating the biblical explanation of its
condition.) Has the curse of verse 15 been fulfilled?

But we must not suppose the curse of verse 15 to be limited to the serpent,
or else Satan were exempt. See by the marginal references that the seed of
the serpent is placed by metonomy for that of Satan and isidentified as the
wicked and unbelieving people of all the ages (“™Matthew 3:7; 13:38;
23:33; “®**John 8:44; “***Acts 13:10; ***1 John 3:8). In the same way the
seed of the woman might be supposed to stand for the righteous and
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believing people in dl the ages, and so it does in a certain sense, but
especially it stands for our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head and Representative
of that people, the One through whom they believe and by whom they
become righteous. He Himself is the seed of the woman, and they in Him
(F*saiah 7:14; “™Matthew 1:18-25; “**1_uke 1:31-35; “**Galatians 4:4-
5).

Observe how much thismeans to us. It isreally a promise of a Redeemer
and redemption, and being the first promise, it is that out of which all
subsequent promises flow. The Bible refersto it again and again in one
way and another, and we need to become well acquainted with it. Indeed
the rest of the Bibleisjust a history of the fulfillment of this promise. The
Bible is not a history of the world or even of man, but a history of the
redemption of man from the sin into which he fell in the garden of Eden.
This explains why the whole story of creation is summed up in one chapter
of the Bible, and why so little is said about the history of the nations of the
earth except Israel.

But in what sense is this a promise of redemption? On the supposition that
Christ is the Seed of the woman, what will He do to Satan (v. 15)? When
the serpent’s head is bruised is not its power destroyed? (For the parallel
see “Hebrews 2:14-15 and ““™Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10.) But what will
Satan do to Christ? How may Satan be said to have bruised Christ's heel ?
(For the answer see ®™saiah 50 and 53, “***Psalms 22 and 69, and the
chapters of the Gospels that speak of Christ's sufferings and crucifixion.)

THE SENTENCE ON ADAM AND EVE (VV. 16-21)

What is the first feature of the sentence on the woman (v. 16, first clause)?
With what chiefly will her sorrow be connected (second clause)? What
second feature of her sentence is contained in the last clause?

For what is the man condemned? Does this show him less or more guilty
than his wife? What curse precedes that on the man himsalf? And yet how
isit shown that thistoo is a curse on the man? "Sorrow" is rendered tail in
the Revised Version, and hence the curse on the ground entails the toil on
the man. How does this curse on the ground express itself from the ground
(v. 18)? (The necessaries of life must now be forced out of the earth which
before might have spontaneoudly yielded them.) What will this condition of
things force out of man (v. 19)? For how long must this normally continue?
What part of man returns to the dust (**Ecclesiastes 12:7)7 Naturalists
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corroborate the Bible testimony to the curse by explaining that thorns and
thistles are an abortion in the vegetable world, the result of arrested
development and imperfect growth. They disappear by cultivation and are
transformed into branches, thus showing what their character may have
been before the curse, and what it may be when through Christ the curse
will have been removed (**Reveation 22:1-5). How deeply significant the
crown of thorns, the sign of the curse which Jesus bore for usl!

THE PENALTY (VV. 22-24)

To whom do you suppose the Lord God said this? Who is meant by "us'?
Did you notice the same plura pronoun in ““®Genesis 1:26? The use of
thisis one of the earliest intimations of the Trinity more fully revealed in
the New Testament. Indeed the earliest intimation isin the first verse of
Scripture in the name God or (Hebrew) Elohim. Thisisa plura noun but
associated with asingular verb, thus suggesting the idea of plurality in
unity.

What reason is given for thrusting Adam and Eve out of Eden (v. 22)? Has
it occurred to you that there was mercy in this act? Having obtained the
knowledge of evil without the power of resisting it, would it not have
added to their calamity if, by eating of the tree of life, they had rendered
that condition everlasting?

What is the name of the mysterious beings placed on guard at the east of
the garden (v. 24)? They seem to be the special guardians of God's
majesty, the vindicators of God's broken law, a thought emphasized by
their symbolical position over the mercy seat in the tabernacle at a later
period. "The flaming sword" has been trandated by shekinah, the name of
the visible glory of God which rested on the mercy seat. May it be that we
have here a representation of the mode of worship now established at Eden
to show God's anger at sin, and to teach the mediation of a promised
Savior asthe way of accessto God? As later, so now God seems to say, "l
will commune with thee from between the cherubim” (***Exodus 25:10-
22).

QUESTIONS

1. How would you prove that Satan and not the serpent was the real
tempter in Eden?
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2. In what way does the temptation of the second Adam (Christ)
harmonize with this of the first Adam?

3. What does the making of the aprons of fig leavesillustrate?

4. How does natural history throw light on the curse pronounced on
the serpent?

5. Who especidly is meant by "the Seed of the woman"?
6. What is the Bible?
7. What do naturalists say as to the nature of thorns and thistles?

8. With what two or three suggestions of the Trinity have we met thus
far in our lessons?

9. Of what do the cherubim seem to be the vindicators, and what
suggestions does this fact bring to mind?

10. How many questions in the text of our lesson have you been able
satisfactorily to answer?

GENESIS 4-5 — THE STREAM OF HUMANITY
DIVIDED

TWO KINDS OF WORSHIPPERS (4:1-8)

What were the occupations of these brothers? What does the name of God
in verse 3 bring to mind from our second lesson? We are not told how God
showed respect for Abel's offering and disrespect for Cain's, but possibly,
as on later occasions, fire may have come out from before the Lord (i.e., in
this case from between the cherubim) to consume the one in token of its
acceptance. A more important question is why God showed respect for it?
Reading “**Hebrews 11:4 we see that "by faith" Abel offered his sacrifice.
This means faith is some previous revelation or promise of God touching
the way a guilty sinner might approach Him. Such arevelation was
doubtless given in ™ Genesis 3:21, which has been reserved for
consideration until now.

Where did God obtain the "coats of skins' mentioned there except as some
innocent animal (alamb?) was dain for the purpose? In this circumstance
doubtlessis set before us in type the truth afterwards revealed that there is
such athing as asinner's placing the life of another between his guilty soul
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and God (*Hebrews 9:22). Abd grasped this truth by faith, and
submitted hiswill to God's testimony regarding it. Just what teaching he
had concerning it we do not know, but the result shows that it was
sufficient. He approached God in the revealed way, while Cain refused to
do so. It is not that Cain's offering was not good of its kind, but before a
man's offering is received the man himsalf must be received, and thisis only
possible on the ground of the atoning sacrifice and the shed blood of Jesus
Christ to which Abel's offering pointed (see “*®Matthew 20:28; “**“John
14:6; “*“Acts 4:12; ““**Romans 3:21, 25; *"*Hebrews 11:11-14; “*1
Peter 1:18-21; | **John 1:7; “*Revelation 1:5-6).

What was the effect on Cain (v. 5)? Notice that the question put to him: "If
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?' might be rendered: "If thou
doest well, shal it (thy countenance) not be lifted up?' When a man doesill
he can not look God in the face. But the following sentence is equally
interesting: "If thou doest not well, sin lieth [ croucheth] at the door." The
ideaisthat sin, like a hungry beast, iswaiting to spring upon Cain if he be
not wary. But another ideais possible. The word for sin being the same as
for sin-offering, it may be that God is caling Cain's attention to the fact
that hope of acceptance remainsif he will avail himself of the opportunity
before him. The lamb, the sin-offering, is at hand, it lieth at the door —
why not humbly lay hold of it and present it as Abel did? What a beautiful
illustration of the accessibility of Christ for every sinner. Does Cain accept
or rgject the invitation? What was the final outcome? (Read here ***1 John
3:12)

THE FIRST CITY BUILT (4:9-18)

What sin did Cain add to murder (v. 9)? What additional curseis now laid
upon the earth and upon Cain on account of hissin (vv. 11-12)? How does
the Revised Version trand ate "vagabond"? The explanation of the mark is
unknown, but it may have been set upon Cain lest by his death the
populating of the world would have been arrested at atime when it was
almost uninhabited.

Verse 16 is significant: "Cain went out from the presence of the Lord." His
parents were still in the presence of the Lord (see the last lesson
concerning the cherubim and the flaming sword), but he is excluded
further. Thisis the sinner's fate in time and eternity. He now livesin the
world without God and without hope (***Ephesians 2:12), but even this



26

will be exceeded in the day mentioned in ***2 Thessalonians 1:7-10, which
please read. In what land did Cain dwell, and what geographical relation to
Eden did it bear? The meaning of Nod is wandering, and it is affecting to
think of Cain, and every sinner unreconciled to God through Jesus Christ,
as awanderer in the land of wandering.

The next verse brings up a question often asked: Where did Cain get his
wife? The answer is. From among his sisters; for although such are not
named, there can be no doubt that daughters were born to Adam and Eve.
Marriages of this character are repugnant now and unlawful (**Leviticus
18:9), but it was not so at the beginning, since otherwise the race could not
have been propagated.

When it is now said that Cain "builded a city," we should not think of a
modern metropolis but only a stockade perhaps, and yet it represents an
aggregation of individuals for the promotion of mutual comfort and
protection. During Cain's long lifetime it may have attained a prodigious
size.

PRODUCTSOF CIVILIZATION (4:19-24)

The posterity of Cain is not given till we reach the seventh from Adam,
Lamech, whose history is narrated at length. Of what sin was he guilty in
the light of revelation (**Malachi 2:15)? "Adah" means ornament, and
"Zillah" shade, and it is not unlikely that the sensuous charms of women
now began to be unduly prominent. The suggestion of wealth and
possessions is presented in verse 20, art comes into view with Jubal (see
especially the Revised Version), and the mechanical sciences with Tubal-
cain. The cutting instruments speak of husbandry and agriculture, but also
alas! of war and murder, preparing us for what follows in Lamech's history.
The latter's words to his wives are in poetry, and breathe a spirit of
boasting and revenge, showing how man's inventions in science and art
were abused then as now.

These antediluvians, in the line of Cain at least, seem to have done
everything to make their life in sin as comfortable as possible in contrast to
any desire to be delivered from it in God's way.
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MEN OF FAITH (4:25 AND 5:24)

What is the name of the third son of Adam? While contemporaneous with
Cain what indicates that he was younger? What isimmediately predicated
of hisline (4:26)? Notice the capital |etters in the name of God, and recall
the Hebrew word for which it stands and the truth it illustrates. If now men
began to call on the name of Jehovah, the God of promise and redemption,
may it indicate that they had not been calling on Him for some time before?
Doesit then speak of arevival, and single out the Sethites from the line of
Cain? In the same connection, notice that nothing is said of their building
cities, or owning possessions, or developing the arts and sciences. Nor is
mention made of polygamy among them, nor murder, nor revenge. Not
that they may have been wholly free from these things, but that the absence
of any record of them shows a testimony to their character as compared
with the descendants of Cain. They were the men of faith as distinguished
from the men of the world. Thus early was the stream of humanity divided.

Notice again the phrase "the generations of" and refer to what was said
about it in an earlier lesson. Here it introduces the line of Seth as
distinguished from Cain and for the purpose of leading up to the story of
Noah, with whose history the next great event in the story of redemption is
identified.

But first notice Noah's ancestor Enoch (5:18-24). Thisis not the same
Enoch asin verse 4:17, but a descendant of Seth. What mark of faithis
attached to hislife story (v. 22)? And what reward came to him thereby (v.
24)? How does “**Hebrews 11:5 explain this? The trandation of Enoch
into the next world is atype of the trandation of the church at the second
coming of Christ (***1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). Enoch was a prophet and
spoke of that day (Jude 14). And notice finally that he was the seventh
from Adam in the line of Seth, as Lamech wasin the line of Cain. What a
contrast between the two, between the people of the world and the people
of God, the men of reason and the men of faith! What a contrast in their
lives and in the end of their lives!

This lesson had better not close without some reference to the longevity of
men in those days. It is singular that it is not spoken of in the line of Cain.
May it be attributed to the godlinessin that of Seth? Examine “**Psalm 91,
especialy the last verse, and consider also what ***1saiah 65:20 says on the
longevity of men in the millennium. Observe too, that this longevity was a



28

means of preserving the knowledge of God in the earth, since tradition
could thus be handed down for centuries from father to son.

QUESTIONS

1. Can you recite *™Hebrews 11:4?
2. With what previous event may Abel's act of faith be connected?
3. If Abel walked by faith, by what did Cain walk?

4. What two constructions might be placed on the phrase, "sin lieth at
the door"?

5. What was the name of the oldest city in the world?

6. Who was the first polygamist?

7. Was primeval civilization based on holiness or sin?

8. What did men begin to do in the days of Seth?

9. Whose history shows desth to be not inevitable?

10. What evidentia value is found in the longevity of antediluvian man?

GENESIS 6-9 — THE FIRST CULMINATION OF
SIN

DEGENERATION (6:1-8)

The results of civilization were morally downward instead of upward, even
the Sethites becoming corrupted in time as seen in the fact that after
Enoch's trandation only Noah and his family were found faithful. Just as
the trandation of Enoch was a type of that of the church when Jesus
comes, so the moral condition of the world after his trandation is a type of
that which shall prevail after the trandation of the Church (see “**Luke
18:8; ™2 Thessa onians 2; ™2 Timothy 3; “*2 Peter 3).

To return to “*®Genesis 5:28, note that the Lamech there spoken of is not
the descendant of Cain previously mentioned, but the son of Methuselah in
the line of Seth. The name Noah means comfort, but how do Lamech's
words testify of the sad experiences of men in those days on account of
sin? What feature of sin is mentioned at the opening of chapter 6? Some
think the Sethites are meant by "the sons of God," but othersregard it as a
reference to fallen angels who kept not their own principality, but left their
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proper habitation (Jude 6) and consorted with human beings. Pember's
work, Earth's Earliest Ages, presents arguments for this view which are
corroborated by such scientific facts as are given by Sir J. William Dawson
in The Meeting Place of Geology and History. In consequence of this
awful sin, to what determination does Jehovah come (v. 3)? But what
respite, nevertheless, is He still willing to bestow?

Verse 4 is sadly interesting. The Hebrew for giantsis nephilim (RV),
which means fallen ones, and in the judgment of some refers to the sons of
God or falen angels of the preceding verses. A dightly different
punctuation makes the verse read thus: "There were nephilim [fallen ones]
in the earth in those days, and also after that." "After that" seemsto refer
to ““Numbers 13:31-33, where in the report of the spies to Moses they
speak of the men of Canaan as of "great stature,” adding: "And there we
saw the nephilim, the sons of Anak which come of the nephilim." This
suggests that the culminating sin of the Canaanites was not different from
that of the antediluvians. Observe further that the offspring of these sinful
unions became the "mighty men which were of old, the men of renown,"
from which possibly the ancients obtained their ideas of the gods and demi-
gods of which the classics treat.

How does verse 5 define the extent of the wickedness of these days? Of
course, when Jehovah is spoken of as repenting (v. 6), the language is used
in an accommodated sense. Jehovah never repents or changes His mind,
but His dealings with men as governed by their conduct appear to them as
if He did so. What now becomes His purpose? Who aone is excepted?
What shows that even in this caseit is not of merit?

THE ARK AND ITSCONTENTS (6:9-7:10)

Notice the phrase "the generations of" and recall the instruction about
itinlesson 2. When Noah is spoken of as just and perfect, that relative
sense is used in which any man isjust and perfect before God who
believes His testimony and conforms hislifetoit. It isin this sense that
every true believer on Jesus Christ isjust and perfect. What two
charges does God make against the earth (vv. 12-13)? What is Noah
commanded (v. 14)? The measurement of the cubit is uncertain, the
ordinary length being 18 inches, the sacred cubit twice that length, and
the geometric, which some think may be meant, six times the common
cubit. At the lowest calculation the ark was as large as some of our
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ocean liners. Notice "covenant” (v. 18), and connect it with the original
promise of 3:15. Why was Noah to take two of every living thing into
the ark (vv. 19-20)? What else was he to take (v. 21)? Mention is made
of the sevens of clean beasts (7:2), doubtless for the purpose of
sacrifice in the ark and after departing from it. If inquiry be raised asto
how so many animals could be accommodated in such a space, itisto
be remembered

(2) that the ark in al its three stories contained probably one hundred
thousand square feet of space;

(2) perhaps the animals were not the totality of all the animals known in
all the world, but those known to Noah; and

(3) that the distinct species of beasts and birds even in our own day
have been calculated as not more than three hundred.

DURATION AND EXTENT OF THE FLOOD (7:11-8:14)

When did the flood begin (v. 11)? What shows an uprising of the oceans
and seas, occasioned perhaps by a subsiding of the land? How long did the
rain continue? What suggests arising of the water even after the rain
ceased (vv. 17-19)? How long did it continue to rise (v. 24)? What
circumstance mentioned in 2:5 may have given "aterrifying
accompaniment” to the rain? When and where did the ark rest (8:4)?
Ararat isrendered Armeniain <**2 Kings 19:37 and **1saiah 37:38. What
isthe story of Noah's messengers (vv. 6-12)? How long did the flood last
(v. 14)? A beautiful parallel isfound in considering the ark as a type of
Christ. All the waves of divine judgment passed over Him, and He put
Himsdf judicialy under the weight of al His peopl€e's sins. But He rose
triumphantly from the grave to which that penalty had consigned Him. Nor
did He thus rise for Himself only, but for all believers who arein Him by
faith as was Noah and his family in the ark.

But did the flood actually occur? and did it cover the whole earth? are
guestions frequently asked. Asto the first, the Word of God is all-sufficient
to the man of faith, but it is pertinent to add that the event is corroborated
by tradition and geology. Asto the second, there may be a division of
opinion even among those who accept the authority of Scripture.
WEGenesis 7:19-23 seems to teach its universality, but whether this means
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universal according to the geography of Noah or Moses or the geography
of the present, is a question as to which Christians are divided.

GOD'SCOVENANT WITH NOAH (8:20-9:19)

What did Noah do on leaving the ark (v. 20)? How does this verse bear on
7:2? What indicates the acceptance of his offering, and by its acceptance
that of himself (v. 21)? What divine promise was associated with this
acceptance? Of course, this does not mean that no further judgment is to
be visited on the earth, as may be seen by “**2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; “*°2
Peter 3:10-13, and “*®Revelation 14:22.

Where, earlier, have we met the blessing now bestowed on Noah and his
family (9:1)? What new power over the brute creation is now put into
man's hands (v. 2)? If his dominion previoudy was that of love, of what
was its nature to be henceforth? If hisfood previoudy was limited to herbs,
to what isit now extended (v. 3)? But what limitation is put upon it, and
why (v. 4)? We see here that from the times of the deluge the blood was
constituted a most sacred thing, devoted exclusively to God, to make
expiation on the atar of sacrifice for the sins of men (**Leviticus 17:11-
14). When the blood of the "Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the
world" had been shed, this prohibition ceased naturally, together with the
reason for it. The apostles, nevertheless, as a concession to the scruples of
the Jewish Christians, ordained its continuance (***Acts 15:1-29), a
concession which likewise of itself fell into disuse with the cessation of the
occasion for it — the disappearance of Judaic Christianity.

To speak further of eating meat, some regard it as a lightening of the curse
in that flesh was more easily obtained than the products of the soil, but
others consider it as bearing on the intercourse with the spiritual beings
previously spoken of. In this connection it isin point to remark that the
votaries of spiritualism, theosophy and other occultisms are denied a meat
diet on the ground that it interferes with their mysterious (and sinful)
affinities.

What magisterial functions not previously exercised are now conferred on
man (vv. 5-6)? The death penalty has been abused in amost all the
countries of the world, but this does not justify its abolition in cases of
premeditated homicide; and unwillingness to apply to the criminal the pain
of death ordained by God Himself, the Author of life, aways tends to the
increase of crime and gives loose rein to personal vengeance. The
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inviolability of human life means that the life of a human being is athing so
sacred that he who takes it without just cause must pay for it with his own
in amends to outraged justice, both human and divine. Compare

= Numbers 35:33.

What are the terms of the covenant now made with Noah (vv. 8-11)? And
what token or seal does God set to it (vv. 12-17)? The rainbow may have
been seen before, but God now employs it for a new purpose. And the
token is not only for us, but also for every living thing, and for perpetual
generations. And then, too, God looks upon it and remembers the covenant
whether we do or not, our deliverance depending not on our seeing it. This
callsto mind the promise of “***Exodus 12:13: "When | see the blood, |
will pass over you."

QUESTIONS

1. What was the result of the earliest civilization, morally considered?
2. What two applications have been given to the "sons of God" in
Genesis 6?

3. What is the Hebrew for "giants," and what is its meaning?

4. How might be explained the large number of animalsin the ark?

5. In what way may the ark be used as a type of Christ?

6. In what two ways is the story of the flood corroborated?

7. What two reasons have been given for the privilege of eating meat?
8. What element will be employed in the next destruction of the earth?
9. Have we biblical authority and mandate for capital punishment?

10. What circumstances of specia interest do you recall in connection
with the rainbow?

GENESIS 9:18-11 — THE ORIGIN OF THE
NATIONS

NOAH'S PROPHECY (9:18-29)

To which of the sons of Noah is attention called at the beginning of this
section, and why (v. 18)? To what occupation did Noah apply himself after
the flood (v. 38)? Of what sin was he guilty (v. 21)? Of what grosser sin
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was his son guilty (v. 22)? What curse did Noah pronounce on the line of
Ham (v. 25)? Which particular line? Just why Canaan is selected one can
not say. We only know that his father is not once mentioned in this chapter
without him, for which God must have had areason even if it is not
revealed. One reason may be to emphasize that the curse rested upon
Asiatics rather than Africans. Because certain of these latter are
descendants of Ham, and are black, and have served as slaves, men have
associated the curse with them, but the facts of the next chapter (10:15-19)
are against that idea. The Hebrews or I sraglites, the descendants of Shem,
who were themselves daves in Egypt for awhile, afterwards endaved the
Canaanites (™ Joshua 9:23-27; “**1 Kings 9:20-21), and thisin part isa
fulfillment of this prophecy. It is pertinent that the Canaanites, like others
in the line of Ham, the Babylonians, Egyptians and Africans, inherited the
sensuous characteristics of their progenitor for which the judgments of
God fell upon them later.

Passing over the blessing upon Shem, or rather the God of Shem, mention
the three things prophesied of Japheth (v. 27). Heis enlarged in the sense
that the peoples of Europe sprung out of hisloins, to say nothing of the
Hindus and doubtless the Mongolians. He "dwells in the tents of Shem" in
the sense at least that he partakes of the blessing of their religion, that of
the Bible. Canaan is his servant in the sense doubtless in which the nations
and tribes descendant from him are subject to the control of Europe.

THE NATIONS (CHAP. 10)

This chapter is more than alist of names of individuals. Several are names
of families or nations, and make it the most important historical document
in the world. Y ou will see that the stream of the race divides according to
the three sons of Noah. Whose division isfirst traced (v. 2)? What part of
the world was settled by his offspring (v. 5)? This might read: "By these
were the coast lands of the nations divided," and research indicates that the
names of these sons and grandsons are identical with the ancient names of
the countries bordering on the seas of northern and northwestern Europe.
(Examine map number 1 in the back of your Bible). Whose offspring are
next traced (v. 6)? A similar examination will show that these settled
towards the south and southwest in the lands known to us as Palestine,
Arabia, Egypt, Abyssinia, etc. Whose offspring are last named (v. 21)?
What distinction is given to Shem in that verse? "Eber" is another form of
the name Hebrew, and the distinction of Shem is that he was the ancestor
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of the Hebrews or the Isradlites. His descendants settled rather in the south
and southeast, Assyria, Persia, etc.

THE FIRST WORLD-MONARCHY (10:8-12)

The verses relating to Nimrod call for attention. What describes the energy
of his character? How does verse 9 show his fame to have descended even
to Moses' time, the human author of Genesis? What political term is met
with for the first time in verse 10? Attention to the map will show "the land
of Shinar" identical with the region of Babylon in Asia, affording the
interesting fact that this kingdom was thus founded by an Ethiopian. Verse
11 might read, "but of that land [i.e., Shinar] he went forth into Assyria,"
etc., indicating Nimrod to have been the inspiration of the first world-
monarchy in the sense that he united under one head the beginnings both of
Babylon and Assyria, proving him amighty hunter of men as well aswild
beasts. Rawlinson's Origin of the Nations says. "The Christian may with
confidence defy his adversaries to point out any erroneous or impossible
statements in the entire [tenth] chapter, from its commencement to its
close.”

THE TOWER OF BABEL (CHAP. 11)

The contents of this chapter seem to precede in time those of chapter
10. There we have the story of how the nations were divided, and here
why they were divided. What was true of the race linguistically