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GOD’S GLORY IN THE HEAVENS
kt HE reverence of Jehovah ithe beginning of
wisdom.” Only the foolish say in their heart,
“There is no God.™Day into day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge.” “The heavegns
declare the glory of God."—Psalms 3:10; 14:1; 19:1, 2.
An appreciation of the infinit€ower ofthe Creator
and of ourown littleness should make us teachable. The
study of Creation ishe “Key of Knowledge.” Usingthis
Key we begin to realize that tlemly worthyambition is to
co-operate with our Creator's beneficent designs
respecting His Creation.
The planets of our System compared with our Sun|are
as nothing. Imaginghe Sun’s diameter that of a large
flour barrel: Jupiterwould compare as amall orange,
Earth and Venus as peas, aNtércury and Mars as
raspberry seeds.
The Sun is three hundred thousand times the size of
our Earth. Atrain at thirty miles amour could go around

the Earth inong mont.hbut three hundred arfdrty years ] SIGNS OF ZODIAC
would be requiredor it to travel thecircumference of the
Sun.

Our day and night are the result of the Earth
rotation onits own axis, while itsmotion aroundhe Sun
marks our year. Planets nearer the Bawe shorter orbits
and hence, shorter years, while remote ones lunger
years. A year otthe planetMercury wouldequal three of
our months. On Neptune, farthest, a yearequals 164 of
Earth’s years.

Yet our Sun ionly one ofthe fixed stars, ofvhich
the most up-to-date astronomical methods estimate there
areone hundred antiventy-five millions.Around each of
these .fixed starsndoubtedly revolves a planetary System
like our own. Thus reckonedhere areone thousand
million worlds. Eventhis is not thelimit. If we should
stand uporthe farthest and dimmest star, we should |no
doubt from there see asnany more beyond. We are
appalled at the greatness of the Universe.

The zodiacal signdllustrate various sections of the
heavens, visible at different seasons.
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THE FIRST DAY OR EPOCH
HE Genesis accouells nothing abouthe formation
of the Earth itself. Isays, “Inthe beginning the Earth

was—without formand void"—shapeless, empty. There

were neither mountains nor valleyBges nor shrubs
rivers nor oceans, but the Earth widsw long beforethat
it had been created, is not stated. @beount othe Days
of Creation given in Genesis relates not todbestruction
of our globe, but to the ordering of it for human habitatign.

There arevarious theories regardinigs formation.
We follow the one most closely harmonizingith the
Bible. It is called the Vailiantheory. It assumeshat
Saturn’s rings and Jupiter’s belts illustrate Earth’'s
development as a planet.

The Earth wasonce molten, asndicated by the
igneous rocks ofhe Azoic period: so called by scientists,
but not discussed in the Bibl&Vhen the Earth was
molten, its water and minerals werhrown off a great RINGS FURTHER DEVELOPED
distance in gaseous form. ftsesecooledandtook shape,
they constituted great rings at a distance from the Earth.

Gradually themotion of the ringsbecame different
from that of the Earth irproportion tothe distanceérom
the center ofgravity. These rings ofvater and mineral
gradually approachinghe Earthwould be keptoff by
centrifugal force, particularly strong #fte equator. The
“brooding” of Holy Energy developed a lightprobably
resembling theAurora Borealis—not sunlight. The Su
did not appear until the Fourth Day.

“Let there belight! and there was light.” Thus,
briefly, is summed up the result of the 7,000 yesinded
the FirstDay. Notthat God's Word would not have begn
sufficient forany miracle, but because He preferswork
out His glorious designs along natural lines.—Genesis [L:3.

There are scientistgho claimthat the Earth still has
one ring about it, an electrical ring which, falling, will in|a
few years destroy fermentation, microbesd parasites . _
and greatly assist plant and animal life. RINGS MORE FULLY DEVELOPED

>
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HE expressions “evening and morning” afdhy”

cannot be understood to signify twenty-four-hour days,

for neither Sun nor Moon was visible until the FouDy.
The Earth was swathed in impenetrable darkness.
The word “day”applies toany period, or Epoch, ag

for instance, théDay of temptation in the wilderness"—

forty years. (Psalm 95:8.) Note agathat we read of the
“Day of Christ,” evidently referring tdhe thousand-year
Day in which Messiah is to be Kingver all the Earth.
(Isaiah 2:11.) In theeommonaffairs of life we use the
word “day” similarly, when referring tdCaesar’'sday,
Napoleon’s day, etc.

We follow the theorythat each of theSeven Days of]
the Creative Week was a period of seven thouyaads.
This, seven times seven thousand, equalsy-nine

thousand (7x7,000=49,000) years, ushering in a grand

Jubilee Epoch.

As one after anothéhe encircling rings of water an
minerals approachetthe Earththey wouldspread out like
a great canopy, but would not be permitted to fall upon
Earth because of the circumambieamit, referred to in
Scripture as a “firmament.” Saturn’s rings have not
fallen.

God madehe firmament in theecond, or Palaeozoi
Day, and separated the watevghich were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the
firmament. (Genesis 1:7). Tls#rongly mineralizedvaters
above the Earth, heldoff by the “firmament” and
centrifugal force, greatest athe equator, gradually
concentrated at thisvo poles, wherédater they broke and
then reached the Earttfprming layer after layer of
mineralized earth deposited by the wavenich rushed

from both poles toward the equator.—Genesis 7:11, 18,

These rings, or belts, of water and minefallbwed
each other as great deluges upiwe Earth—perhaps
thousands of yearapart. The Deluge of Noahtay was
the last, of pure wateonly, heavier minerals being
attracted firstHence mineralaregenerally under severg
layers of shale and soil.

the

yet

“LET THERE BE LIGHT”

THE FIRMAMENT ESTABLISHED
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THE THIRD DAY OR EPOCH

1! ND Godsaid, Let the waters under the heaven

gathered together unto one place, &stdthe dry
land of the Earth appear; and it was Aad God called
the dry land earth; and the gathering together of the wa
called He seasAnd the evening andhe morning were the
Third Day.”

The beautiful simplicity ofthis statementmight
mislead us into thinking that the gathering together of
oceans andhe erection of mountains weneorks of
magic. While Divine operationsare all great and
wonderful, theyare usually accomplished by reasonal
methods, called thécourse of Nature.”And Nature’s
course must be marked out by Nature’s God.

The ring theory of Cosmogony isthat several rings
had precipitated themselves uptire Earth during thig
Third Epoch-Day. These, according to the Divine
intention, so increased the pressure on the crust of]
Earth as to cause it to buckle or wrinkle. The
depressions became ocean beds, and the upheavals b
mountain ranges. Thus was therk of the Third Day
accomplished. The waters were gathered into seas
oceans, thdry land was upheaved and began gradually
drain off in preparation for vegetatiofthis draining must
have required a long time.—Genesis 1:9, 10.

We need not assume that all the continents as we
know them were thrown up on the ThEgoch-Day. In all
probability theAmerican continent was thrown upuch
later than were EuropeAsia and Africa. Earthquakg
disturbances in ouday have changethe surface of the
land. They give us aeasonable conception @iow the
Divine command was executed on the ThirdDay,
preparatory to Earth’s vegetation.

Appropriately we next readAnd the Earthbrought
forth grass, and herb yielding seed afier kind, and the|
tree yelding fruit.” That is to say, vegetation began on {
Third, or CarboniferouPay, though itdid not reach its
perfection until after the light of the Sun penetrated. Th
are grasses and otheegetation which prosper best
darksome shades.
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THE FOURTH DAY OR EPOCH

kt ND God made two great lights, the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night.”

It is not necessary to suppoet the Sun and th¢
Moon were created after our Earth. Instead theremsich
more reasonableay of viewing the matter. The Sun, the
Moon and the Stars were creatémhg before,but had
never, up to this time, cast their lighpon the Earth
because of the impenetrable veil which canopied it.

The appearance of the Sun and teon on the
Fourth Day implies that another ring broke at that time
and precipitated itgreat mass of water and minetglon
the Earth. Great gullies were washed between |the
mountains.

The atmosphere, heavily chargedth carbon, was
very favorable to the development of plant life.

It is supposed that the Earthill had considerable
heat in its crust, thabceans were warm andighly
carboniferous, and that tlaér wassurcharged witttarbon
to the extent that no breathing anincalild haveexisted.
But thosevery conditions were extremely favorable (o
gigantic growths of vegetation.

This giant vegetation presumably passed intq a
condition resemblinghat of the peat-beds afur day.
These beds of Incipiempal afterwards came under grgat
pressure, as one after anothbe rings of Earthcame
down in deluges, burying vegetatiander slimy deposits
Our coal-fields are the result.

We arenot to assumehat the Sun and th®loon
shone on the earth then rmew. Butthey were discernible
even through heavybanks of fog and carbon-laden
atmosphere. The influences of the Sun andviben were
necessary to prepafer higher forms oplant and animal
life.

We may agproperly laystress on thevord rule as on
the word.made ithis text.God causedhe Sun to rule the
dayand theMoon torule the night. Besidesymbolically,
it is claimed that thé/loon represents theaw Covenant i e i e
rule, and the Sun the New Covenant rule. SUBMERGING FORESTS OF COAL PERIOD
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THE FIFTH DAY OR EPOCH

HE carboniferousqualities of the water and the
atmosphere having been absorbed thcretaceous
organisms of the sea, which formieelds of limestone, and
into the rankvegetation which went tftorm the coal beds,
the atmosphere of Earth began robe mnmeugh to permit
life in breathing animals. To this period, therefdselong
the amphibious developments of animal life, such as|the
crocodileand other animals which can lieither on, land
or in the water. Birddelong tothis period, and in the
latter part of it appeared the grelstammoth and the
Sloth.
The conflict between Evolutiomnd the Bible has
been sharp. Nevertheless, unnecessary friction has |been
generated.

Only in respect to man does the Bible declarg a
special, direct creation of God. The statements of Genesis
in respect to the lower creatures ratfeeror something
along the lines of specialized Evolution. God said, “Let the
waters bring forth abundantlihe moving creature that|
hath life, andowl! thatmay fly abovethe Earth.” (Genesig
2:20,21.) This isexactly in harmonywith our scientific
findings that thebeginning of life camdrom the waters,
and later extended to the birds, and later to land animals. _

The Darwiniantheory has disappointed those wto o L LS )
swallowed it without a sufficiency of demonstration as|to i i ' it
its truth. (1Timothy 6:2.0.) Recent demonstratiosisow i
thateverymixture of species and kind, even wheeatly
successful, means a reversion to the original standards
within the third orfourth generation in plants, flowers,
fruits and in animals.

The correct thought would seem to beat under
Divine supervision various orders of creation were broyght
to a state oflevelopment and a fixity of species, not to be
turned aside nor thereafter alterétht one suggestion i$
offered respecting human evolution from a lower creature;
but quite thecontrary. TheBible furnishes merely a basis
for faith, “that the man ofGod may be thoroughly - .
equipped.”—2 Timothy 3:17. DIPLODOCUS — EIGHTY-FOUR FT.
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~ THE SIXTH DAY OR EPOCH

S the carbon-laden atmosphere becammore

pure,vegetation becaméess rank. The animalg
changed correspondingly. Thieeavy-boned Sloth and
Mammoth gave place ttess bony varieties of animals,
common today.

The specialization in the case of man’'s creatior] is
shown inhis vast superioritpver the lower animals. The
first man,Adam, was an image tiis Creator, the highes
type of fleshly oranimal being. That image bis Creator
consisted in hismoral and intellectual likeness. It is
difficult to judge frompresent human conditiomdl that is
meant by God’s image, because we have no sample of
perfect humanity for comparison. “All hawnned and
come short of theglory of God” in which Adam was
created. (Psalm 8:8in and Death have reigned and the
Godlikeness has been lost. All need Restitution.

It was toward theclose of the Sixth Day, or
approximately forty-twathousand years frorthe time of
beginning the ordering of Earth, that God created Man.

The image ofod fromthis standpointvould mean a
human being thoroughly itune with the Infinite One, one
that would have no unrighteousness nor iniquity in him.
Adam’s transgression was nibie result ofignorance, nor

—

of pure wilfulness. It was the result of temptati@rhich EETERR LT

his limitedknowledge accentuated. His responsibility was
for the knowledge he He knewhat he wasdisobeying
God.

When thinking of man inthe image of God, we
instinctively look back td¢The Man Christ Jesus,holy,
harmless, undefiled and separ&tam sinners,” and like
the firstAdam, whose penalty He came irttee world to
meet.—1 Cor. 15:22.

“After Our likenesdet him have dominion.” Adam’s
dominion over the lower animals wkise God’s dominion
over the Universe Angels, although in God’s image, do
not have a Godlike dominion overeatures of a lowe
order. Man’s dominion,overthrown bysin, is to be S i Pl
restored by Messiah’s Kingdom.—Acts 3:19-21. MAN BECAME A LIVING SOUL
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THE SEVENTH DAY OR EPOCH

N this presentation, we afellowing a line of thought
which seems to bgrowing in acceptance amoigible
students. We arkving in the Seventh Creativiépoch, or
Day—that began wherthe SixthDay closed, after God
had createdAdam in His own imageand likeness.—|
Genesis 1:26, 27.

God thererestedfrom His work—from creating. He
foreknewthe permission of Sin anits dire effects upon
humanity. He foreknewthe steps Hewould take in
providing ultimately a Redeemer ftire race, and that th
Redeemer would select kttle company of believers,
figuratively styledthe Bride of Christ. To this Redeemer
and His Bride Godintended tagive the dominion, control
of Earth. God purposedthat Messiah'sKingdom of
Righteousness should eventually uplifte willing and
obedient from Sin and Death conditions.

God restedfrom His work of creating irthat He did
not actively employHis Power tcoverthrowSin and uplift
mankind. God rested the matter in the hands of the
Redeemer, Jesus, to be accomplished through His sacyifice
for sins and His glorious Reigor the release of mankind
from Sin and Death. The Church, Godisw creation of
this rest period, is Heavenly, not earthly.—2 Corinthiaps
5:17; Hebrews 3:1; 4:1-4.

It is claimed thataccording tathe Bible chronology,
six thousand/ears from Adam have alreaghassed. If so,
the thousangears ofMessiah’s Reign, which is tolose
the great Seventh Epoch-Day, is near at hand.

According to this beautiful theory, the work of
Messiah in Histhousand-year Reign soon to beguil
complete the Creation. Not only will the race be brought to
human perfection, but incidentally man whkve obtained
the needed experience in respect good and evil.
Meantime, also, the Earth will bgradually coming to a
state of perfection—Paradise restored world-wiBeth
human perfection and the perfection of the Earth were
fittingly represented in Eden, wheAdam was in his
Maker's image—a King.

D

—

EARTH'S SEVEN CREATIVE DAYS
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MOTHER EVE CREATED

S the Creation oAdamwas at theclose ofthe Sixth

Day, the Creation of MothelEve is indicated as
having been accomplishedtime beginning of th&eventh
Day. However we viewthe matter, the first pair were
created approximately in the beginning of the Seventh Day
or Epoch, which is now nearly completed. Mother Eve was
merely a portion of Adarseparatedrom him for a special
purpose—forthe propagation of a racéddam possessed
originally in his own persorthe qualities masculine and
feminine which subsequently were divided between him
and his wife, when she was takieom his side.—Genesis
2:21-23; 1 Corinthians 11:8.

Adam for atime was alone in Eden, finding n
congenial companionship ithe beasts and the bird
Mother Eve wadis mate,bone ofhis bone and flesh of
his flesh. Theiwvery difference of quality and disposition
made them the more companionable to each other, because
each found inthe other the desiredomplement.They
twain were one; neither one was complete without the
other. The feminine qualities éfdam’s perfection hstill
possessed—in Mother Eve.

Adamwas the father of the race and failedgtee it
life. Jesus is tobecomeits seond father,the Second
Adam, through whoneverlasting lifemay beattained.—1
Cor. 15:21.

Eve was associateavith Adam in the sin and
disobedience which broughhe penalty. So the Eleqt
Church, the Bride of Christ, when completed, glorified,
will be His Joint-Heir in HisKingdom, and His associate
in the “regeneration” of the world during His Messian
Reign.—Romans 8:17; Matthew 19:28.

Another suggestiohas beeroffered: Jesus declared
that thosewho attain to that resurrection will neither
marry nor be .given in marriage. A&dam originally
possesseall the qual-l ties ofcharacter, masculine and
feminine, so humanity, when fullyestored to themage
and likeness of God,will re-attain perfection of
individuality. Sex divisions will then be nmore Earth
will be filled with sufficient population.—Luke 20:35, 36

[
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MOTHER EVE BEGUILED

HE New Testament bears dihie story of Genesis of

Mother Eve’s deception, and that FathAdam
yielded to disobedience throudter influence. St. Pau|
declares thatAdam was not deceived, andhat he
therefore had the greater responsibility. The Scripty
everywhere portraghat it isthrough Adam’s disobedienc
that the condemnation passed upanentire race. He wa
its responsible beadBy one mansin entered into the
world, and death by sin, and so death passszh all
men.”—Romans 5:12.

The Bible accounttells of MotherEve’s thirst for
knowledge, and of Satan’'s taking advantage thuf,

U =

beguiling her into disobedience. We need not suppose|that

the serpent spokeudibly; rather, as wesay, “Actions

speak louder than words.” It is probable that the serpent

spoke in this manner.

God had authorized our first parents freely eat of
all the fruits of Paradisexcept of the species called “The
Tree of the Knowledge of Goodand Evil.” It was
forbidden for a time as a test of thiyalty. The eating of
the fruit of this treethey were forewarned, would bring

upon them the curse—the Death Sentence. The serpent ate

of various fruits, and seemed especiafynd of the
forbidden fruit. Observation provetiat the fruit did not
kill the serpent, and thimference drawn by Mother Ev
was that God had forbidden the use ofvbgy best tree in
Eden. Her conclusion was that Gload a selfistmotive in
forbidding the use of that fruit; that He feared His
creatures would become as wise as Himself.

Mother Evedid not broachthese suspicions to he
husband. She wouldat, acquire th&nowledge God wag
withholding, and then assist Adam to it.—Genesis 3:6.

D

=

Adamrealized the seriousness of Eve’s disobedience.

He thought of the long days before hehad her

companionship. Now, he would be lonely again. |In

desperatiorAdam determined to join Eve ithe Sin and
its penalty. Adam’s death was a slow suicide! isng
lasted 930 years.

es

“THORNS AND THISTLES”
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EXPULSION FROM EDEN

HE Word of Godmust stand, whether it be tilgord

promising EternallLife or the sentence of Death.

There is no variableness with Him, neither shadow| of

turning. The curse, the Death Senterfoeetold by the
Lord, was executedbut not instantly.Adam was not
stricken lifeless with a thunderboltFrom the very
beginning God foreknewall, and had planned th
redemption of Adam, Evand their children. To this en
Jesusame anddied, the Jusfor the unjust.” As a resul

D

o]

ultimately the curse of death will be removed. “There shall

be no more curse”™—no more dying, sighing, or crying,
any more pain.—Revelation 22:3; 21:4, 5.
All of us were told, andnany of usbelieved fully,

nor

that the penalty of Father Adam’s disobedience was

eternal torture, in whickall of his posterity must share|,

except a few—the saintly, the Elect. Tttt this was the
teaching of the Bible, we accepted withoptoof.—
Thessalonians 5:21.

Now Christian people examine their Biblemore
carefully. Theyfind that the curse, goenalty forsin, is a
totally different one. “The wages of sin is deatfiRbmans
6:23). “The southat sinneth it shall die.” Thigenalty of
death has rested againAtam and hisfamily for six
thousand years. It has brought sorrow, sighing, pain
trouble; it has blighted our lives mentallgnorally and
physically.—Romans 5:12.

It is this curse of death that wasonounced against

FatherAdam, according tdhe Genesisccount, and alsq
according tothe New Testament. “Accursed ihe earth
for thy sake; thorns and thistles shall it brifggth unto
thee. In the sweat dhy faceshalt thou eat bread unt
thou return unto thground from whence thowast taken,
for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” It is fr
this curse that Jesus redeemed udyigg, the Jusfor the
unjust. It isfrom this death-curse that Messiah rescues|
by a resurrectiofrom the deadBy man camedeath, by
man also the resurrection of the dead.”—1 Corinthi
15:21.
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O children were born to Adam and Eve in Eden. They

labored with sweat oface for quite a timebefore
their first-borncame. Doubtless he was birth-marked w|
a jealous, unhappy disposition. Tabnduced to fretful-
ness in thosevho knew ahappier lot in Eden. Fault

th

finding with each other, resentment against the Creator,

discontent with their lot, probably marked their
offspring—Cain. The world has since been under a “reg
of Sin and Death.”

Daughters also were born to them, adaigr another
son, Abel, of avery different dispositiorfrom their first-
born. The experience of lifenay have mellowedtheir
hearts. They remembered an intimation. of hop@nected
with their sentencenamely,that the Seed of th&goman
should bruise the serpent's head. Abel's disposif
indicates that he had a contrite heart, and desired to p
God. If parents realized to what extent mem@hditions

affecttheir offspring, all would strive to bestow favorable

birth-traits on their children.

Years passed. Cain and Abel were inspired by
promise respecting the Seed of theman, andhe hope
for recovery byDivine favor. They approacheithe Lord
with offerings to receive a blessing. Abel's sacrifice
animal life God accepted, because it typifide necessity
for Jesus’ death as the bafis forgiveness okin. God’s
rejection of Cain’soffering teacheshat withoutshedding
of blood there can be no remission sihs. Cainshould

have procured an animdbr acceptable sacrifice, in

obedience tdhe Divine will. Instead, he allowed angeg
malice, hatred, and strife to burn in his heart, bechme
a murderer.—Genesis 4:5-8.

St. Paulsaysthat Abel's blood cried toGod for
justice against Cain. But Jesuslood cried toGod for
mercy onthe sinner.Every injustice cries toGod for
justice. By a special covenant, Jesus and His Elaatch
lay downtheir lives sacrificially for Adamand his race.
(Romans 12:1.) The"better sacrifices” completed
Restitution follows.

ign

ion
ease

r,

BURNING JEWS — SIN’S INSANITY

EFFECTS OF SIN'S REIGN
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ABEL THE FIRST MARTYR

HE word “martyr” signifies witness and is particularly

used in reference to thoseéno witness to theord’s
cause faithfully, at theost of suffering odeath. Abel has
the distinction of beingGod’s first martyr. It isvery
remarkable thatearlyall the martyrs have suffered at the
hands of “brethren.” Thus Jesus and Apostles received
their persecutiorchiefly from Jewish brethren, sharers of
the same blessed hopes and promises. (John3LbR2ow
strange that it should be thus!

Similarly, during thisGospel Age,Christianshave
suffered martyrdom athe hands offellow Christians.
Thus the Scriptures foretoldaying, “Yourbrethren that
bated you and that castyou out, said, ‘ThelLord be
glorified. But He shall appear tour joy, and they shall
be ashamed.”Every martyr, in proportion to hig
faithfulness, will ultimately receive erown oflife, while
all persecutors will ultimately be ashamed.

The reign of Sin and Death continuddr four
thousand years before Gednt HisSon intothe world to
be itsRedeemer and Deliverer. The Redeemer will sgt it
free from bondage t&in and Death, but Heould not do
so unless first He paid the degtbnalty—dying,the Just
for the unjust. During thoséour thousand yearsague § T
promises were givefrom time to time. But no start wag Al i TRELT
made to fulfil them until Jesus appeared. Even thagee | W
promises were confined tthe Jewish nation. Outside
nations, the Gentiles, received no promises of relationship
to God. Theywere condemnesinners, and no hopes wefe
held out to them. AsSt. Paulsays, they were withouf
hope— “being aliengrom the commonwealth of Israel
and strangerérom the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world.”—Ephesians 2:12.

For six thousand years, according to St. Paul, we have
had a reign of Sin and Death. Christians stitt praying
for the blessedday of Messiah for Satan’s binding. Ther i,
blessings will displace sin, sow and death.—Revelation ' S . .
21:4. SAVONAROLA BURNT BY SATAN'S DUPES
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SORROW AND MOURNING BEGUN

HE first death inAdam’s family must have cast a

great shadow. The hope centered thre Divine
promise that the Seed of ttveoman shouldbruise the
serpent’s head was temporarily snuffed @hortly after,
Seth was born. His name indicates that his pateoped
that hewould be the man promised of theord—not
seeing that the promised On®uld bethe Messiah, whqg
would come lon@gfterward, andor whose workhe world
still waits.

Although wespeak of this as the first death, we must
not forgetthat from the Divine standpoinAdam and his
race were already dead, in tlmaine can regain everlasting
life except throughthe Redeemer'swork of Sin-
Atonement.

At present the population of the world consists| of
sixteen hundred millions, ninety thousand dying every day.

It is undoubtedly fortunate for otfiallen race that we
cannot appreciate deeptiie sorrows and difficulties of
others. Each individual, each familyas about as large
share of errow as it can properlpear. Indeed, the poet
realizing the folly of unrestrained grief, has well sung,

D

“Go bury thy sorrow,

The world has its Share,
Go bury it deeply,

Go hide it with care.”

Hope, joy and peace&ome to us througthe Divine
promise that the time isomingwhen there shall be np
more sorrow or dying, no mogen or painFor Messiah’s
Kingdom shall conquer Sin and Death and cau3ed’s
will to be done on Earth afully as it is now done in
Heaven.—Matthew 6:9, 10.

Our experiences with Sin and its penalty should mpke
us all sympathetic. We should do nothing to add to the
sorrow of othersbut everything to relieve. The words of
Jesus touch this chord of sympathy, “Come W& all ye
that labor and arbeavyladen, and | willgive you rest.” ol AT )
There is no rest for the weary of heart except in union with AT T Pl 1T R T
Christ. MOURNING FOR THE CURSE-BEARER
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SONS OF GOD, DAUGHTERS OF MEN

ONG before man’s creation, angelere created, ye

sin wasunknownuntil Adam’s day. The beginning of
sin, according tothe Bible, was in the Garden of Eden.
Lucifer, an angel ofery high rank, hadong cherished in
his heart ambitious designs.dpportunity ever offered he
would show Godand the angels his grand schemes. His
thought is expressed bighe Prophet: “I would ascend
abovethe stardangels], | would be athe MostHigh™—
an Emperor. When Lucifer behetde first human pair, he
was tempted to triis experimentTheywere a new orde
of beings in God’'s moral imagé&hey had procreative
powers, which no angel possessed. Théspring filling
the Earthwould behis subjectsthrough whom he would
work out his ambitious schemes. Thusicifer became
Satan—God’s opponent.—Isaiah 14:12-14.

All the holy angels were bewildered. His was the first
rebellion against theAlmighty’s laws. No punishmen
followed, andthe angels queried whether of &od was
able toenforceHis laws. Centuries rolledn; the human
family was wasting; God's penaltyDying, thou shalt
die,” wasgradually being enforced. Satan realizkdt his
kingdom of dying subjects would make but a poor showing
ever. He conceived plan to outwitGod and develop 4
new order of beings—hybridized humans, infused with
superior vitality.

The angels possessed &od-given power Of
materialization. They could appear in human bodies
resembling ‘those of men. The Bible attests this. (Gengsis
18.) The angels were permittedntactwith the fallen
race to prove whether they could bring mankind back to
God.—Hebrews 2:5.

The record of Genesi2-5 isthat the “sons of God
saw that the daughters of men were fair, #mey took
unto themselves wives dll they preferred.” Thus the
angels becaméhe fathers of a new race, distirfcom
Adam’s. The record ishat these were giantphysically
and intellectually— “men of renown,” who filled the Earth
with violence.

LUCIFER PRINCE OF DEMONS
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WHILE THE ARK WAS PREPARING

NOAH PREACHING REPENTANCE

HE disloyal course athe angels apparenttontinued

for centuries withoutany outward manifestation o
God'’s ability to Check them. Thus all the holy angels wgre
tested, and alivho choséwere disobedient in thdays of
Noah."—Peter 3:20.

Noah’s familywas singled out as exceptional, in the
statement,'Now Noah was perfect in higeneration"—
implying thatfew or no others were perfectly generated—
of pure Adamic stock. (Genesis 6:9.) Noah'damily,
therefore, includedall the uncontaminated—only eight
persons. They, by Divine commanblyilt the Ark, and
thus witnessed to the world the Divine intentipn
respecting a Deluge.

Noah’s message respecting a Divine judgment by a
Deluge seemed ridiculous. Until the Deluge there wag no
rain. The last of the great “ringsthich thenflooded the
Earth was of pure water. For centuries it was spread out q ; b
over the firmament. Thewhole Earth was a great S A Al 4 T,
hothouse. There were practically no changes of seasons, BUILDING THE ARK
nor storms, because the great wasstopypreserved it in
perpetual Summer. Of that period wead: “For as yet
there was no rain on the Earth.” (Genesis 2¥®ah, the
preacher of righteousness, wawckedand considered a
fool because of his faith iGod’s Word,just as others of
the Lord’s people at various times have beeacked by
those who lacked faith, and are yet mocked.

Finally, the Deluge came. “The fountains of the great
deep [canopy] were broken up.” The breaking of the
canopy precipitated millions of tons of water at both poles,
forming two greattidal waves,coveringthe Earthfor a
great depth, deepening tloeeanbeds, and throwing uf
additional mountains.

The cradle of the world is supposedhave been in
Armenia. Geology tells us that the land of that vicinity was
at one time auiet settling pond, as evidenced logavy
alluvial deposits. In thisicinity the Ark floated, and by
Divine protection landed ollt. Araratits precious freight
for the world’s new start.

ANIMALS ENTERING THE ARK
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HE account of the fall of the angels from being sons of

God to be demonkelps us to understanshy God
decreed the Deluge to wipe oall of the human race
except Noahand hisfamily. We perceivethat God from
the first intended to deainly with Adam and hisfamily.
The giant sons of the fallen angels (Nephilicame into
being contrary tothe Divine will; hence,properly, no
provision was to be made ftrem.Theynever had a right
to life, nor will they have a resurrection. Ghe other
hand, all ofAdam’s posterity, redeemed Bgsus’ death
must be recovereftom death, with full opportunity to
secure everlasting life. i

After the Deluge, thelemon angels dematerialized+ I L gon sparen’ Y

re-sumed their spiritonditions. St. Peter and St. Jude e NOTTHE ANGELS WI A
reveal the penalty inflictedupon them. “Those angels THM;SlN
which kept nottheir first estate, but left their own

habitation [spirit condition]God restrained under chainfs

[restraints] of darkness, unto the Judgment of the Great
Day."—2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6.

The liberties of the fallerangels—demons—werg
restrained. They are unable to use deceptions in the
light—unable to materialize as formerly. Note, however,
that the limitation “unto” implies that when the “great Day
of Wrath” shall come, these fallen angels will be
permitted to materialize arliecome potent factors in the
strife. Other Scriptures indicate that these fallen angels
will have much to dwiith the great “time of trouble” with
which this Age will close, and inwhich Messiah’s
Kingdom will be inaugurated.

These fallen angels were cast to tartarus—our Earth’s
atmosphere. Satan, a cherub-angel of higher raskyled
the Prince oDemons. Theyrenot in some far-off place
stoking fires, but keep adose to humanity as possibl
Not permitted to materializethey seek to obsess, t
demonize by clairvoyancand clairaudience. Mankin
would properlyresent them if their true character were
known. Theytherefore personate the deadmmunicating ; bt bt Pl 2 S
through spirit-mediums. THE LAST RING FELL — THE DELUGE
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THE END OF THAT AGE THE WATERS PREVAILED

N the Scriptures, the expression “End of Werld” is

frequently used. St. Peter tells us thatwheld came to
an end in the Deluge. It was not the Eantiiich came to
an end; merelythat order orcondition of things which
prevailed prior to the Deluge ceased there. A new world, a
new order of things, was there ushemedThis is in strict
accordancevith the proper translation of the Greek. The
commontranslation unfortunately has deceivedny. We
would better read “End of thédge"—not End of the
World.

Ages mayend and be succeeded by other ages, |but
the Bible declares that “the Earth abiddétinever;” that
“God formed it not in vain; He formed it to lehabited.”
It has never beethoroughly habitable, nor has it ever
been inhabited, in the proper sense of the term.vildrk
of Messiah’sKingdom will be to makeGod'’s footstool
glorious, and fit for those restored to Hésor. His further
work will be to uplift man and restore him &l that was
lost in Eden and redeemed at Calvary. Wié destroy
only the incorrigible.

In the new order of things started Bypah and his
family, God allowed humanity to haves way and towork
out its own schemes without Divine interference, except in
extreme cases. He allowed the world to learn lesspns,
while He carried out Hisown great Plan, ofwhich
Redemption is the center, and MessiaKisgdom the
circumference, forthe recovery of mankind from their
fallen estate.—Romans 5:12-14.

The development of God's Plan has bémrg from
the human standpoint, but not som the Divine,for we
read: “A thousand years in Thy sigite but ayesterday;”
and again, “Aday with the Lord is as a thousand years.
During six of theseghousand-year Days, in which Hests
or desistsfrom interfering with the world’s affairs, Godl
has permitted a reign of Evil, but His arrangements |are
complete wherebyMessiah, the Redeemer, wiflilly
restore all the willing andbedient toall that Adam i :
forfeited.—Acts 3:19-22. THE ARK ON MT. ARARAT
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THE RAINBOW PLEDGE GLACIAL PERIOD

HEN Noahand hisfamily came out ofhe Ark,they

acknowledged God by offering to Him a sacrifige,
and God pledgedhe Rainbow as a sigthat Hewould
never again destroy mankind by flmod of waters. A
rainbow was never seen befdteat time,for the reason
given inthe Bible; there had been no rain. Furthermare,
the Sun’sraysdid not directlystrike the Earth, buterely
throughthe canopywith muchthe sameeffect asthat of a
hothouse.

Many changesvere brought about bihe removal of
the canopy—rains, floods, droughts, thunder-storms,
tornadoes, extremes of heat and cold. These things were
impossible under thecanopy. Noah's intoxication is$
accounted for alonthese lines. The juice of the grape had
not previously fermented. Hence Noah could not have
known of its intoxicating effect.

With the collapse of thevatery envelope, came the ; t
extreme heat of the tropics and the extresokl of the THE GLACIAL PERIOD — GENERAL VIEW
polar regions, before the ocean currents modified them

The change must have been almost instantaneous. We
have proofs othis. In northern Siberia an antelope was
found imbedded ince. It had green grass its stomach,
which proved that its death occurred suddenly while it was
feeding. Similarly, a mastodon was found imbedded in|ice
with food betweerits teeth.Thus is demonstrated that the
poles were once as equable as the temperate zone, and that
in a moment came such a change as could be brdqught
about only by the breaking of thecanopy. The great
glaciers ancheavyice of theArctic regions, formedhus
suddenly, have existedr centuries. The water did not all
congeal intoice, but like a tidalwave carried greai
glaciers and boulders acrosthe North American
continent, and Northwestern Europe, as scientisige
clearly tracedThey cut throughhills with such forcethat
they havdeft their markfor all time. Equatorial currents
the Gulf Stream and the Japan Strdzame since thaweg
out much of the polar ice.
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DEMIGODS OF GREECE AND EGYPT

ONG havethe learned wondered whdbundation

GrecianMythology might have hadNow, taking heed
to the sureNord of God, we percelvihat the angels whg
materialized before thElood werethe gods of Mythology,
while their offspring, the giants, were thdemigods. The
suggestiormay well start aflood of reflection in thinking
minds.

Egyptologists havdeen astonished by thdindings
in the tombs ofthe Pharaohs. Isome ofthese, historic
tablets have been found, tracinghe ancestry of the
Pharaohs apparently back to Creation—the first Pharagh—
Adam. Butthese tabletshow so many morgenerations
than the Biblerecordthat Egyptologists losall faith in
the Genesisaccount. They become HigheCritics,
discount the Biblerecord and pintheir faith to the
Egyptiantablets. They confess, howevehat these tablets
vary, and more otesscontradict each othe€oncededly,
the most accurate is THRBYDOS TABLET, found in
the sepulchre of Seti—probablythe Pharaolkwho made
Joseph his Prime Minister amdho is supposed to hay
died about 120 years before Moses was born,

The chief fault foundvith this Tablet is that it is no
so lengthy as some difie others. Nevertheless, Pharaoh,
Seti I., preservedhis Tabletfor us with great care. He
sank a shaft sixty feet deep through solid rock.thstt
level hismasons cut ouhe stone staircase evhich THE
ABYDOS TABLET is portrayed. An exaatopy of it is to
be found inthe British Museum. At considerable experse
and withdifficulty we have securethe photograph of it,
which we here present. Our object is to shbat this best
of Egyptian records fully corroborates the Genesis accdunt.

This list of Pharaohs is shorter than the others
because it omits the namesgafdsand demigods. It is the
complete Egyptian record dhe purely humanline of
rulersback to Adam. Furthermoré¢hese omissionsccur
at the appropriate place—at the time of the Deluge.

[}

PHARAOH I. AND EVE “ISHA” HIS WIFE
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7~ FROM ADAM TO MOSES
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ADAM (MENA) WAS PHARAOH |.

HE ABYDOS TABLET fully agrees with Genesis and
is often corroborated byhe Greek andEgyptian
historians, Herodotus and Manetho. It shd\dam as the
first Pharaoh, andNoah the twentieth, while the
intermediate eighteen correspond with Genesis with
remarkableaccuracy.Mena’s wife was Shesh—Hebrew,
Isha—woman. Her first son was Pharaoh II.—Greek, Teta-
Khent—guilty one; Hebrew, Kanighi; LatinAthos;
English, Cain. The tabldbr Abel represents him as the
non-resistant one.
THE ABYDOS TABLET showsthe same order as
Moses (Genesis 4-6gjving first the line of Cairdown to
Jabal,who was Kakan. At that timegvidently, thegods
and demigods began fil the Earth withviolence. Seti’s
list omits the names of these. All demigods were destrgyed
in the DelugeNoah isnext in order with a regaditle. But
since he was not of Cain'éamily, THE ABYDOS
TABLET theregoes back, mentions Abahd Seth, and
Seth’s line just agiven in Genesiguntitled). down to
Noah. Thesall, asPharaohs, havtheir royal ovals, but
no supertitle After Noah (Nofru), Pharach XXthe line
runs throughhis son Ham (Chamu Chufu). Appropriate
Noah's other sonareignored; for Shenand Japheth wen
to Asia and Europe, while only Ham went to Egypt.
Thus wonderfully is the Bible being vindicated by the
very inscriptions once supposed to contradict it.
Moses was “learned irall the wisdom of the
Egyptians.” Besideshis, he waslehovah’s Prophet, an
so certified by Jesudlthough Moses lived two thousand
years after Adam, history connected vagry close to his
time, see diagram.

<

o

Methuselah Isaac Amram

SPHINX — SUPPOSED NEWER TOMB OF ADAM, MENA |.

Adam Shem Levi Moses

Lines drawn to scale, showing overlappincddm’s
930 years, Methuselah’s 969, Shem'’s 6B@&ac’s 180,
Levi's 137, Amram’s 137 and Moses'120. The
overlapping periods were respectively 243 years, 68 years,
50 years, 40 years, 58 years and 31 years.
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« A gy AT
THE TOWER OF BABEL

EARS after the Deluge, the world began to pe

populous. The narrative handed down by Noah and
his sons wasmore or less forgotten, andthe bow of
promise lost much of its significance. Losing confidence in
God, the people began theonstruction ofthe Tower of
Babel, which was to save them spite ofGod from any
flood of waters of the future. Alakiow short-sightedjke
otherswho possess much worldlyisdom! The Scriptures
deprecate such lack of faitamong Christians, and
attempts to protect themselves and their earthly interests,
leaving Godand His Plan out otheir calculationsSome
today ignore Godafter this mannersaying, Trust not in
the Lord forthe things promised. {fou wait for God to do
for you, nothingwill ever be done. In other words, we are
living in a day when faith in the Divine will and in the
Divine Plan and promises seems to be on the wane.

God settled the matter bgonfoundingthe language
and scattering the people so ttiay could not co-operat
in fur- therfoolish undertakings. The Bible refers ttus,
saying, “Hehath determined the timdsefore appointed
and the bounds dheir habitation; thathey should seek
the Lord, if haply they might feehfter Him, and find
Him.”

The diversity of languages is one ¢ie most
remarkable things in the world—an effectual barrier|to
prevent mankindrom combining forthe accomplishment|
of their own purposes, selfish or sinful. It has delayed the
great Day of Wrath.

Now the language barriers are breaking down, and we
find the tendency of humanity tee-unite. Unions and
Trusts are being built by tHeich andthe Poor—each for
self-protection. The rule of kings and princes is threatened
by thegrowth of commonanguage and intelligence in th
masses. Had these barriers beemoved two thousand
years ago,similar resultswould have come tomsoon
according tathe Divine purposevhich is shaping Earth’s
affairs in preparation foMessiah’sKingdom, whichwill
bless the entire human family.
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ABRAHAM GOD'S FRIEND

BRAHAM became the friend of God by his

manifestation of faith, when in response God's
invitation he left hisown country and wandered in
Canaan. By thisbedience he becanheir of the Promise
“In thee and irthy Seed shall all the families of the Earth
be blessed.” St. Paul explains (Galatian23, 24)that
Abraham’s wife representethis Covenant, or Promise.
Sarah’s barrenness corresponded the long-deferred
coming of Christ in fulfilment of the Promiselsaac
typified Messiahthe Heir of the Promisdsaac’sbride,
Rebecca, typifiedhe Elect Church, the Bride of Christ
and His joint-heir in the Promise.

St. Paulsaysthat Hagar typifiedthe Law Covenant
made with Israel a¥ir. Sinai, and that thaation of Israel
was typified in Ishmael. (Galatians 4:25.) As Hagar and
Ishmael were casoff when Isaacwas born, and had
almost perished, so the Jewish pedpee been cast off
from Divine favor foreighteen centuries, artdday are
nearly famished. Aghe angel ofGod pointed to the
fountain of water, and Ishmael was revived God's
message now is pointintdhe Jews to a spring of wate
their Zionistic hopesare reviving. The sacrifice ofsaac
typified the sacrifice of Chrishecessary in order for Him
to becomethe Spiritual Seed ofbraham with power to
bless the world. The servant sent to call Rebecca, the bride
of Isaac is beautifullyexplained to represent theork of
the Holy Spirit in calling theChurch to becoméhe Bride
of Christ and His associate in the greatrk of blessing
Israel and all the families of the Earth.—Acts 3:19-26.

Rebecca’s return with Eliezer represents the Church’s
journey during this Gospel Age to meet Christ, the
Bridegroom whowill receive her at HisSecond Advent.
Abraham typified Jehovah God, through whose promise
the blessing of all the families of Earth wdbme. This
promise has been thbaope of Israel for thirty-five
centuries.—Galatians 3:29.

ABRAHAM ENTERING CANAAN
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THE DESTRUCTION OF SODO

HE Sodomites possessed wvary rich valley and

comparatively avoidedthat feature of thecurse
declaring that bread must ben bysweat of face. Thesg
conditions were conducive to the selfishness anevkioh
the Bible charges— “pride, fulness of bread and
abundance of idleness; neithidd she strengthen the han
of the poor and the needy; and they committed
abominations; therefore | took themway as | saw
good."—Ezekiel 16:49, 50.

God saw good to make the destruction of the
Sodomites an example dfe fate of sinners—death, nt
everlasting torture, St. Judsays. Jesus declares, “Fife
came down from God out of heavand destroyed them
all."—Luke 17:29.

But the Bible teaches that tif@odomitesare not
hopelessly destroyed—that Godsercy throughChrist
includes the Sodomites, sinngtough theywere. Jesus
Himself, as well as the Prophet Ezekiel, declares that at
His Second Coming iHis MessianicKingdom He will
give atrial, or judgment, to the world in general, to gl
who do not have an opportunity the present life. The
Sodomiteswill then have opportunity tchear of God’s
grace, to accept and rejoice in it.

Jesus declared that in thalorious Epoch the
condition of the Sodomites will be more tolerable than that
of the people tavhom Hepreached at His Firshdvent.
The reasonfor this He explains,saying that if the
Sodomites had been granted the same opportunity affdrded
the people of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Caperndhaey,
would have repented in sackcloth and ashes; wherefore, in
the future testing time, “it will be more tolerable for them”
than for people whoheard and rejected the Message|—
Matthew 10:15; 11:21-24.

Ezekiel'sprophecy (16:49-61) is mosiplicit. It declares
Restitution and blessindor Israel, and incidentally
mentions that th&odomiteswill receive favor from God
at the same time-under th&lew Covenant, unde
Messiah’sKingdom. “There’s a wideness in Godigercy,
like the wideness of the sea.” ABRAHAM SAW SODOM’S DESTRUCTION
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MELCHISEDEC, PRIEST AND KING

ELCHISEDECwas a priest o6od, and athe same
time King of Salem (peace). Abraham
acknowledged him anplaid him tithesGod prophetically
declared throughhe Psalmist, that Messialould be a
Priest of the Melchisedec order, for ever.—Psalm 110:4

The Jews overlookethis prophecyand thoughthat
everything of a priestly character in connectiath God’s
Plan would be fulfilled througlthe Aaronic priesthood,
which was merely typical. Their expectancy of the
MessianicKingdom andglory’ blinded them to Hisvork
as a sin-atoning Priest.

They saw notthat Messiah is to bene of many
members. Jesus is the Head and the Elect Church the
of the Melchisedec Priest. Christians deeplyinterested
in the MessianidReign; also inthe fact that to become
members of thaRoyal Priesthood means a patrticipatiq
with Jesus in the sacrifice of earthly life, 8. Paul
exhorts, in Romans 12:1.

The declaration that Melchisedec was without fat
or mother, without beginning of days end of years, has
puzzled Bible studenisntil recently. The interpretation i
now quite satisfactory and simple: Melchisedec wj
without father or mother in the priesthood. He did
inherit this priesthood. He was withooginning ofdays
and years in respect tus office, in that norecord was
made when his priesthood begaoy any provision made
for a successor. Ithese respects he typified Messiah.
Hebrews 7:14.

Melchisedec is supposed to have been one of
Shepherd Kingsvho invadedEgypt and built the Great
Pyramid, covering twelvacres, knowrfor ages as one 0
the Seven Wonders ofthe world—about 2170 B.C
Astronomergell that itsmeasurements indicate the leng
of the year, the weight of the Earth, the distance to {
sun, etc.lts interior passagesepresent humahistory—
Downward,the course ofsin and death; Upward, the La
Age, the GospelAge, the Kingdom glory ofthe Church,
and Human Restitution.
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HE story of Job, Prophet of Uz, a contemporary| of

Abraham and Melchisedec, is full witerest to Bible
studentsNot only the facts, but theitypical significance,
interest us, when we learn that Job’s experierices
represented the fall and rising again of humanity.

Job was wealthy, honored and prosper&wsddenly
disastercame upon him. A bolt of lightning struck the
house wherehis sons and daughters welaving a
birthday party. Theywere all killed. Then he lost hig
sheep, asses, goats, camels and herds. Undsiréiss, he|
lost his health and brokeut with boilsfrom head tofoot.
Next he lost his friendsyho declared that all thismeant
his utter repudiation byGod. Finally, his wife turned
against him and saidyou are cursed o6od; |wish you
would die!” Poor Job wishetthe same and prayed, “O that
Thou wouldst hide me in Sheol [the tombitil Thy wrath
be past; thaThou wouldst appoint me set time and [in
resurrection] remember me.” (Job 14:13.) Messiah will
fulfil this prophecy.

All of this loss of health, strength, friends and wedlth
taught Job valuable lessons. Similanbgor humanity is
learning important lessons of its need of Divine care.

Under God’'s providence Job was restored | to
prosperity, health, etc. Hgot backjust asmanychildren,
twice as many oxen, sheep, camels and asses. Bible
students tell us that it ultimately will be so with humanity,
according tahe Bible; that the curse of sin and death will
be removed—that instead the blessingGafd will flow
down uponthe humarfamily for a thousand yeargjving
back life to all who have gone dowinto death, and
multiplying the blessings of the Earthorethan double.
This lesson is further illustrated in Israel’s Jubilee Ydar,
whenall debts werecanceled and the people returned Jto.
their original possessiongleviticus 25:13.) Thistyped
the period referred to as the “Times of Restitution.—A(ts R b 4 L 2
3:19-23. ISRAEL’S JUBILEE TYPED RESTITUTION
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SEEKING A BRIDE FOR ISAAC

IBLE students seem well agreed thsgtacrepresents

Christ. As Abraham gavehis son Isaac, inwhom
centered the promises, to be sacrificed, soHbavenly
Father gave His Son, Jesus, to be ti&in-Offering for
Adam and his race, and received Him again ftbendead, =
as Abraham figuratively received Isaac.—Hebresl7- .r/ujrr WG
19. FURERE

Isaac’sbride, Rebecca, typifiethe Church of Christ, It R
which is to becomddis Bride in the resurrection, at His
Second Coming. The corresponden@es remarkable. If
Isaacrepresented Jesus, thébraham would represent
the HeavenlyFather, and Eliezer, the servant, sent to |get
the bride,would typify the work of the Holy Spirit, the
Spirit of Truth.

The custom in oldentimes respecting marriage
differed from the custom of our day. God evidently
arranged that Jewisbhustoms shouldllustrate spiritual
things. Thus, instead d$aac’s seeking aride, Abraham
sought abride for him, sending by Eliezer. Thus the
picture is complete, as Jesus declafBie, man cancome
unto Me except the Fathewvhich hath sent Me draw
him"—invite him.—John 6:44.

As Rebecca was found with the sheep, watering them,
so those called to be the Bride of Christ asaally found,
not in fellowship with wolves, but witthe Lord’s sheep.
Moreover, Rebeccand the sheep wefeund atthe well,
symbolically representing the desire of the Litfiéock
class forthe Water of Life—the well representing the
Bible.

Rebecca was found servingiater to the flock,
representing well thosehom Jesus would seledor His
Bride class. He is seeking, rfot those who would lord if]
over the sheep, but thoseho feed, refresh and serve
them.

The blessing upon Rebeceas, “Be thou thenother
of thousands of millions.” (Genesis 24:60.).To some Bib
students this implies that tt@&hurch of Christill mother
in regeneration the millions oAdam’s race, as the
glorified Redeemer will beheir “Everlasting Father."— L1 YR : J o
Isaiah 9:6. ELIEZER AT BETHUEL'S HOME
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HATEVER uninspired writers have said in

condemnation of Jacolthe inspired writers of the
Bible say nothing inspecial condemnatiorut much in
his praise. His faith was specially commended.

Jacob wasthe acknowledgedheir of the great
Covenant God madwith his grandfatheAbraham. This
promise was considered so important, and faith in if so
necessary, that God subsequently confirmed it by His gath.
Divine Wisdom indicated beforehanthat the blessing
would not come throughlshmael, butthrough Isaac.—
Genesis 21:12.

St. Paul states that thBivine decision was made¢
before either Jacob or Esathad doneanything bearing
upon the choice. God simply foreordained that the blessing
should come throughAbraham, Isaac, Jacoland later
through Jacob’s familythe children oflsrael.—Romans
9::111, 12.

Esau lovedpleasure and sport. Jacohbjs twin ISAAC BLESSING JACOB
brother, born a momentater, loved the Abrahamic
Promise, and counteall earthly possessions as nothing |in
comparison tahe gaining ofthat prize.Both men were
hungry one day; Jacdiad prepared himself a feast, but
instead ofgiving one half tohis brother, heoffered him
the whole of it in exchange fohis inheritance in thg
Promise made to Abraham. Esagiadly accepted,
esteeming thdood moreprecious than a promisghich
seemed likely never to be fulfiled.—Genesis 25: 31-34

Jacob’s mother, knowingesau’s lack of character,
concludedthat Jacob, having purchasetie birthright,
might properly impersonate Esau and obthia blessing.
She knew that itvould mean to him loss of honaed risk
of life. Fleeingfrom home Jacob lay down aight by the
way, and had the dream of a ladder reachirgm his
headstone clear up to Heaven, with angels ascending and
descending. The dream represented the fulfilment of|the b 1 T
Abrahamic Covenant, in which Jacob wateeply ':.I.[;_“
interested, the reestablishment of peace and fellowship b 0 Fidbi gl Tt g
between Heaven and Earth. JACOB SERVING FOR RACHEL
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JOSEPH’S COAT IDENTIFIED

COB had become apatriarch, the father ofwelve

ons, theyounger two of whomwere Joseph and
Benjamin. The elder ten kept tlilecks. Joseph went tq
them as his father's messenger to learn of their welfare,
and to take them delicacies. His brethren hated him
through jealousy, sold him into slaveryHgypt, andtook
his elegantoat of many colordjedraggled it in thélood
of a kid and the dust arlwrought it totheir father.Jacob
identified it as Joseph’s; and heart-broken he cried
bitterly, “I will mourn for my son Joseph until | join him in
Sheol.” (Genesis 37:35.) Sheol is the Hebmard for
tomh

This is the first use of thevord Sheol inthe Bible.
Sheol is theonly word translated hell in the Old
TestamentCommonVersion. All scholars novwadmit it
really signifies the tomb, the death-stafecobdid not
think of his beloved son as having gone to a Sheol| of
eternal torture, nor did he hatlee thought of joining him
there.Jacob knew of no such place as Dante and others
describe.

The explanation is simple. lald English literature
the words “hell,” “grave” and “pit"” were used
interchangeably, as in the translation of the O
Testament. Sheol is translatgdave and pit more times
than it is translatechell in our Common Version. Its
equivalent in New Testament Greek is Hades, also
signifying the tomb, thegrave, asall scholars agree. Jesus
was in Hades, Sheol, but was raised the tliagt by
Divine Power, from the tomb, the death condition.

The translators of the Revised Version Bible refused
to translate these words, Sheol and Hades, by our English
word Hell, because the graduahange of language hds
attached a totally different meaning framhat it originally
had—the grave. See marginal readings of Ps&ms5;
86:13.

The learned translators, howeveould not agree tg
render these wordgrave and tomh and left them

untranslated Compare versions and margin of Isalah9, . ] ‘]
11. THE BIBLE HELL — SHEOL — HADES
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Iseph, sold into slavery in Egyptas under Divine
upervision. His trials and difficultieworked for his
development and faithGod ultimately honoredchim in
Egyptwith a position secondnly to Pharaoh. Irharmony
with his dream, there were sevgears of plenty, and the
seven years of drought and faminkcting under the
guidance ohis dream, as the king's agent, Joseph stared
up wheat enough irthe first sevenyears to carry the
people overthe famine. Thus Joseph was ths#vior—
life-giver.

Joseph was a type dfesus who, rejected by H
brethren, the Jewish nation, was exalted byHeavenly
Father to be next to Himself iglory and power. Joseph
was the life-preserver, bread-giver, to Egyptians. Jesus
is yet to bethe life-preserver of the world of mankind
during His reign,giving the willing and obedient the
Bread of everlasting life.

The famine affected Jacob’s family. Then sons
went to Egypt to buywheat, and knew not Joseph gas
Pharaoh’s prince. Joseph askethdy were nospies, and
inquired about theifamily matters. Then hgave them
wheat, telling them that the famimeould continue, and
they wouldneed more whediut that ifthey came again
and hoped to receivi¢, their youngerbrother Benjamin
mustcomewith them toprovetheir story. Benjamin was
Joseph'’s full brother.

When the timecame to journey to Egypt for mor|
wheat,Jacob refused tet Benjamingo, until the others
refused to go without him. He then said Take the lad’ but
if you donot bring him back to me alive, will mean my
death; it will bringdown my grayhairs with sorrow to
Sheol—the grave.

This is the second occurrence in the Bible ofvtioed
Sheol which really signifiethe tomb, but is mistranslated
hell thirty-one times in our Common Version. it is tdy
word renderedhell in the Biblefor 4,150 years afte
Adam’s fall. Hades is theNew Testament equivalent fg
Sheol. See St. Petertpiotation of Psalm 16:10 iActs i i
2:27. JACOB BLESSING JOSEPH'S SONS
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N due time Joseph revealed himself to his brethyen.

After speaking sternly to them he made them a feast,
sending them portionfrom his own table. They were
astonished and fearful, wondering whéite kindness
signified. Then, sendingaway the Egyptian servants
Joseph made himself known to his brethren, assuring them
of his forgiveness, andhat God had causedll of his
trying experiences to work out fdris good, and that he
was glad to be the saver of their lives as well as the ljves
of the Egyptians, undethe Providentialguidance which
sent him to Egypt.—Genesis 45:4-8.

It is assumed by Bible scholars that Jbseph
typically represented Christ and His Church, exalted| to
Kingdom honors, so Joseph'’s brethren would represent the
Jews, and theEgyptians represent the remainder of
mankind. If this be true, it tells us that neither Jews jhor
Gentiles have aught to feom the glorious exaltation o
Messiah. On thecontrary, the Glorious One who wag
crucified, premeditates a great “feast of fat thinfgs"the
whole world, includinghis brethrenwho soldhim to be
crucified.—Isaiah 25:6.

The strength of Joseph centered in knswledge of
the Divine Promise made to Abraham. Surely a knowledge
of God’s Plan seems indispensable. TrusGod was the
secret of faithfulness in all theorthy ones ofthe past.
The same principle stilholds true. It seems true, as
sometimes chargedthat lawlessness isgrowing in
proportion as Higher Criticism destroys faiththre Bible
and its promises.

When later the Israelitesnovedinto Egypt, we se€
the faith of Joseph manifested in hlging request. He
said,“God will surely visityou and bringyou out of this
land [Egypt] into the land[Canaan] which He sware tp
Abraham.” He was solicitoughat hisbones be carried
with the Israelites into Canaan. (Gene&8:24, 25.).
Joseph’s various experiences seem to Bible studenis to
typify those of Jesus and His Church—in suffering and in
subsequent glory and honor.
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AT THE BURNING BUSH

OSES showed himself great @very sense of the|

word. As an infant, Moses was placed by faithful
parents where aBgyptian princess founkim, amidst the
bulrushes of the Nile, and adopted him. Safe in the midst
of his enemies, he received an ample educatidalim}m
learning of theEgyptians.” The honors dahe Egyptian
Court werehis, but he wagoo patriotic to enjoy them
while his kinsmen suffered severe persecutidngent
upon helping his brethren, he slew arEgyptian
taskmaster. He was disappointed that his brethren did not
appreciate higndeavors taid them, but reported him g
a traitor to Egypt.

He fled to Midian, and wagone fortyyears. Then
God'’s time havingome, havas sent to deliver higeople
Israel; but, bynow hewas timid and feared his inability.
By Divine command, Aaron becantgs mouthpiece, and
the message was carried to Pharttt Israel must be let
go. This commission to Moses was given the burning
bush—a bush which apparently wal aflame, yet not
consumed. The Lord’'s messenger uskid means for
communicatingthe Divine message in an impressiye
manner, and tgive him courageand confidence in his
mission.

The truthfulness of the narrative t®nfirmed byJesus.
Certain Sadduceeslenying the resurrectionsought to
entrap Him, inquiring whose wife @oman would be if
during her lifetime she had had seven husbands. Jesus in
reply defendedthe doctrine of the resurrection. He
declared that whefod said to Moses, “I am th&od of
Abraham, Isaacand Jacob,”this surely meantthat
Abraham, Isaa@and Jacob were to be resurrected. The
Sadducees denied the resurrection alhduture life. On
the contrary, God’s word ahe mouth ofthe angeproved
that there is to be a resurrection of the deadd thus
spoke of thingshat werenot as though they already wer
“All live unto God” in the sense that in Christ He has -
provided for the reawakening of all, “in due time.” SONG OF DELIVERANCE
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THE PASSOVER INSTITUTED

IME and again Moses anéaron went to Pharaoh

with God s message, “Let My peopge!” Time and
again plagues were given as a punishnfentefusing to
let themgo. Time and again Pharaoh declared that if the
plagues were stopped he woldd themgo, and time and
again he broke his word. The Scriptusay, “And forthis
very purpose Godaised Pharaoh up, that Haght show
forth His Power through him.” This is interpreted to mean
that God could have brought another princethe throne
of Egypt. He favored this particular Pharaoh because of his
wicked self-will, obstinacy and selfishness.

The Scriptures declare that theord hardened
Pharaoh’s heart. The explanation is that it was |the
goodness of Godhat hardened Pharaoh’s hedbivine
goodnessindgenerosity were shown theremoval of the
various plagues as soon as Pharaoh promised tiglao
This, instead of inciting him téove and obedience, led
him to a greater obstinacyie determined, as he had
passed through one plague after anottet, otherscould
not be much worse. Hpaid dearlyfor his defiance.—
Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 14:4.

The tenth plague was the crisis. All the first-borng of
Egypt died, but the first-borns of Israel under the sprinkled
blood were safe. Thu&od pictured the “Church of the
First-horns,’now being“called” outfrom the world.After
glorification by the First Resurrectiothey will be the
“Royal Priesthood,"Spiritual Levites,for the blessing of]
all Israel, and through Israel, all the families of the Earth.

Bible students hold thePassover night to have
typified this Gospel Age of nearly nineteen centuries,
during whichthe spiritbegotten ones, thehurch of the
First-borns, are to be passeder, or specially saved, and
made partakers of the Divine nature and associates in the
MessianicKingdom for the blessing of the lateborn,
during Messiah’s Reign. THaood sprinkled on theloor- S
posts typed faith in the blood of Christ. FIRST-BORN OF EGYPT DIED




Page 34

--u CAL]
L] kil oy [} e
ML 'U'... |

Ao B\

oy
\R“*arl‘,# s 4 ‘ Ef’

ISRAEL'S WILDERNESS EXPERIENCES GATHERING MANNA IN THE WILDERNESS

SRAEL was taught lessons of faith in the wilderness.
God sent them Manna. It came in the night in very small
grains. It required time and patience to gather and prepare
it. Not only was it a necessity, but ttorroborated the
Divine sentence;ln the sweat othy faceshalt thou eat|
bread, until thou return to the ground.” Labor has been|one
of our most valuable lessons. Without it our raeeuld
have sunken still lower. Countries in which labor has been

a necessity attest this by their greater intelligence.

Jesus explains that He Himself is thatitypical
Manna, or Breadrom Heaven, of which wenust partake
if we would have everlasting life.—John 6:48 58.

The conspiracy of Koratand his associates against
Moses’ leadership resulted in their glbing downalive
into the pit (Hebrew, Sheol), the tomb. Soagponents of
Messiah will perish in the Second Death.—Acts 3:23.

God sent Israel a miraculousupply of quail. Our g !
Common Version permits the inference that quail fell KORAH AND HIS COMPANY ENGULFED
around thecamp several feedeep. This is pointed to by
critics as absurd. The correct and reasonable thought is
that quails, weariefrom flight acrossthe Red Sedflew
within a few feet ofthe ground, where Israel easily
captured great quantities.

The lesson of the SmitteRock is noteworthy. Wherj
the people were famished, Moses smoteoek in the
name of the_ord, water gushed out and the people we
refreshed. St. Padaysthat this was prophetic of Chrig
who byHis death supplies the Water &ffe, which is for
all—lIsraelites indeed.

A plague of “fiery serpents” attacked the Israelites. By
Divine direction Moses made a serpent of brass and raised
it up. The Israelites were directed lamk to that serpent|
for healing. The “fieryserpents” represent Sin, inflicting
death. God has provided lifefor the sin-bittenworld
through the crucifixion of Christ. He was treated as |a
sinner, in order that sinnersight be freedrom sin and T f R
death. THE SMITTEN ROCK

—~ =
D




Page 35

L]

T AR ¢ L
il [T,
|'r‘ il

THE LAW COVENANT AT MT. SINAI

OSES served as mediator between @nod Israel at

Mt. Sinai. The people thereovenanted to keep th
Divine Law. God promisedhat if they could do so,
perfectly, they should have everlastilifig. Furthermore,
they couldthen comply with the sacrificialconditions of
the Seed of Abrahantypified in the offering of Isaac, and
inherit the Promise€iin thy Seed shall all the families df

D

the Earth be blessed.”-Deuteronomy 5:1-6; Genesis 22|18.’

The people eagerly acceptda: arrangemensaying,
“All these things will we do,” not realizing the futhport
of the Law. Jesus explained it to mean,léwe Godwith

all the heart, mindsoul and strength, and one’s neighhor

as one’s self. Imperfedike all mankind, the Jewsould
not keep this perfect Lawdnworthy oflife, they could not
redeem others; hence could not bless other nations.
When they became discouraged, Gasbured them
that later Hewould make a New, or more favorablg
Covenant with them through a greatban Moses, wha
would help them out dheir fallencondition and fit them
to be the channefor the Divine blessing to men.—
Jeremiah 31:31; Malachi 3:1-3.
In due time Jesus cantbée promised Messiah, not in
glory as theyhad expected, but inlawly condition, to die
for Sin. “He came unto Hisown [nation] and His own
received Him not”
Nevertheless, Jesus beddts work of selectingSpiritual

Israel, the Spiritual Seed of Abraham. He accepted first

the loyal Jews. (Romans 11:Bj)ill there werenot enough

to complete the foreordained number of the Elegt.
Consequently the Call to be the Elect Abrahamic Seed|was

extended to the Gentiles. Foorethan eighteen centuries
He has been gathering the Elect Spiritual Seed
Abraham, theholy from everynation and sectWhen
complete, these, the “Bride,” 6Body”"of Christ, will be
God’s channel of blessing @il the families of the Earth
in harmony with the Promise made tdbraham.—
Galatians 3:29.

—they crucified Him. (John 1:11))

| |
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MOSES SPEAKING TO ISRAEL

THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY
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THE TYPICAL TABERNACLE KILLING THE SIN OFFERING

OD foreknewthe Israelitesvould be unable to fulfil

the Law Covenant,and although Hegave minute
instructions respecting the Tabernacle, and the sacrifices
to be offeredtherein, yet it was only for the lessons it
would convey tous. The Tabernacle, its Court, Holy
and MostHoly, in its furniture, priests andacrifices,
illustrated the most important features of the Divine Plan.

St. Paul informs us that the bullock of tia-offering
on theDay of Atonement typifiedJesus in the flesh. The
killing of the bullock representethe sacrifice of Jesus,
begun at His baptism. In His sacrificing, Jesus was also
the antitypicaHigh Priest. Theoffering of incense on the
Golden Altar represented Jesus’ heart endeavodeiing
the Father’s will.

Carrying the blood into the Holy represented the
consecration ofthe antitypical priest, the veil thus
symbolizingthe death of his will, because which he is
accepted as a New Creature. The Highest passing
under the veitypified The Man Christ Jesus pouring out
His soul on Calvarylaying down indeath thebody which
God prepared Him.

The High Priest sprinkling theMercy-Seat typified
Jesus, in Heaven itselbffering to Justice, first His own
sacrifice, and then His Church’s sacrifiééothing could
be done withthe blood of the Goat (the Churchltill the
blood ofthe Bullock (Christ Jesus) had madehibly and
acceptable.

The High Priest washing and dressing in t@eurt
represented The Christ complete, changing from the “Bpdy
of humiliation” to conditions ofjlory and power. Clad in
his robes ofglory, the High Priest represented Messiah
empowered to bless mankind.—Exod&2; Philippians
3:21.

Aaron blessing the peopléypified Messiah at His|
Second Advent blessin@ll who will become true
Israelites during the Messianic Reign. The people shouting
and falling on theirfaces represented recognition of the
end of the reign of Sin and Death. Their arising ] !
represented resurrection. SPRINKLING THE MERCY-SEAT
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INALLY, after their wildernesgurney of forty years,
the Israelites werdrought tothe Jordan, anghown
where they were to crossver under the leadership g
Joshua. Moses meantime, after blessing Joshua, had

in Mt. Nebo.—Deuteronomy 4:21, 22; 9:1; 32:48-52; 34;:

9.

On thisoccasion, a stupendous miraplermitted the
Israelites to pass througthe bed of the Jordan int
Canaan, the waters being aff. Everythingwas so well
timed by thelLord that when the Priests stepped up to
waters, bearing the Ark, arttieir feettouchedthe outer
edge, the waters began to subside. The Priests advang
the waters subsided, arstbod inthe midst of the river
Jordan untilall the hosts of Israel had passeder.—
Joshua 3:3-17.

Infidelity has scoffed at this incident as an
impossibility, but recent researahowsthat the miracle
did take place, and the meanbich the Lord adopted for
it. Be it understoodthat every miracle, from the Divine
standpoint, is simple enough. Yet God, even in mirag
usually operates along the lines of natural means. It is
ascertained that the waters of the Jordan wereftabme
milesabovethe place ofrossing, at a place callédlam.
There a great hillside slid into the river, filling bed and
causing the water toback up, forming little lakes.
Gradually it cutits way through. It was therthat the
Israelites passed over Jordan “dry shod.”

Antitypically, the crossing of Jordan would represe|
the fact that God’s people novpassfrom death unto life,
through faith inthe blood of Jesus. The new life begur
they walk byfaith, they live byfaith, and by faiththey
fight the good fight, in the name of therd and under His
guidance. Andthe name Joshua means JesBavyior,
Deliverer.

Respecting théypes and prophecies tfie past the
Apostles tell us that the Law was a shadow of better th
coming after, and that those things were writtlem the
special instruction of the Church.—Romans 15:4; Hebrg
10:1.
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DISCOMFITURE OF THE AMORITES

HERE was some foundatidar the Bible narrative of

Joshua’s long day. Sonigble students claim that the
language of the Hebrew text teaches that the day was gark,
that the Sun didhot shine at all—an extremely unusuyal
thing for Palestine. The enemies of Joshua were Sun
worshipers, and the darkness of tii@y forebodedhat
their Sun-godwas eclipsed. In the narrative, the immernse
hailstones killing samany seems quite in line with this
interpretation—that thelay’ was dark instead of light—
that theobscurity ofthe Sun and th&loon was really a
great phenomenon, which Joshua made use distomfit
the foe, commandingthe Sun and theMoon to stay
hidden/—Joshua 10:11-14.

The other explanation is equally logical. It assumes
that the Sun was visible during tliay, and thatheavy
clouds refractedthe Sun’srays unusuallylate in the
evening—until theMoon rose, so that there was no time
without light.

Either explanation is satisfactory. It is quite
unnecessary that any stumble over this Bible narrative.

The triumph of Gideon'dittle army over ahost,
typified the finalvictory of Christ and His followersver
the hosts of Sin. The broken vessels represeaétd
sacrifice tolet the light shineout—the trumpets the
Gospel Message—the sword God’'s Word. Of Gideon and : g1
his brethren it is written thatach lookedike theson of a ; B 11
king. Christ and His followersall are Godlike in QRN
character.—Judges 7:16-25; 8:18. ere Tl ||.I--[-| W ip kAL YL gl

Jephthah's daughter was not sacrificed in death as a I (TR
fulfilment of her father’'srow. She merelytook the vow of
perpetual virginity and figuratively became dead to the
world after spending a brief season with her virgin friends.
The Bible is simple and reasonable when understood.—
Judges 11:30-40.
The overthrow ofthe Midianites by Gideon’s band and
Jephthah’s dedication of his daughter to therd in
perpetual virginity, belong tthe period of the Judges, of
whom Joshua was first.—Acts 13:19, 20.
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DAVID ANOITED BY SAMUEL

THE story of the selection of Davithe shepherboy, to
be King over Israel, isull of interestfor both old and
young. The Prophet Samuelyho did the anointing, was
guided specially ofthe Lord. Samuel himself was TR r R D RRRRE i
dedicated to the Lord in his youth. When the time camd for i LRELEN 'x\
him to anoint a successor to Kirggul, all thesons of I RN v iU
Jesse passed before hifiheywere a fine familyand he
was expecting one after another tothe proper one, but
God guidedhim otherwise. David, the ladtho was with
the sheep, was nttought ofuntil all the others hatleen
scanned in vain; then David was brought, #ne Lord
indicated that this was thene to be anointed.—1 Samugl
16:1-13.

Thesstory of David is obpecial interest to us becauge
his name signifieBeloved, and because he typified The
Christ—Jesus and His faithful brethren, ti@hurch,
God's specially belovedhe Elect,who are to inherit the
Messianic Kingdom.

David was anointedong years before he became
king. So Christ received the anointing of tHely Spirit at
His baptism, and th&hurch receivedhe anointing at
Pentecost—long years befothe MessianicKingdom’s
establishment. The trials and testingsDavid were to
prepare hinfor his office asking. And likewise the trials
and difficulties of The Christ, Head ar8bdy, fit and
prepare them for the Kingdom.

In typical Israelthe priestlyoffice was kept distinctly
separatefrom the kingly office, but in Christ the two
offices combineThis was illustrated in the doubtdfice
of Melchisedec, whavas a priestupon his throne, or g
royal priest. Similarly, The Christ, Head aBddy, will be
the antitypicalRoyal Priesthood, to reign for a thousand
years. This is irharmonywith St. Peter’'s statement, “Ye
are aRoyal Priesthood, doly nation, a peculiar people.|
It agrees with the statement that thegeo share in the
First Resurrection will be kings and priests uGod and
reign with Christ a thousand years.— RevelatRn6; ~AE : :
5:10; 1 Peter 2:9. DAVID ANOITED KING OVER ALL ISRAEL
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ING SAUL was the first of Israel’s kings. He wesll,

head and shoulde=bovehis brethren, androm the
human standpoint was rather ideal. He had considernable
wisdom, too. Indeedthat was his failure. Heverlooked
the fact that his Kingdom differed from all other
kingdoms, and he attempted ftole after the manner of
other kings. In the case of Israépd declared Himself
King, and the persomupon the throne was really His
representative, and should be guided by Hiravierything
Because David at heart was anxious t@bidghese things,
and very repentant whenever he learnéldat he was
wrong, he was spoken of as “a man after God's own
heart.” His heart was right.

The anointing of David was kept a secret, but Saul
nevertheless began to séeat God's favor was with
David, and that the people of IsrdeVed him, especially
after he delivered therftom Goliath, andwon a number
of battles.King Saul selfishly desirethat hisown family
should be perpetuated uptire throne, and hence he was
bent upordestroying David. He made him an outlaw, and
on every occasion sought tall him, and thus thwart
God'’s purpose.

David, on thecontrary, on two occasionsad King
Saul’s life at his disposayet did not takeit. In this he
was a man after God®wn heart.God had caused him tg
be anointed, and woulgive himthe throne. UntilGod’s
time shouldcome, David would wok. In sparinging
Saul’s life, David acted ifnarmonywith the Lord’s will:
“Touch notMine anointed, and do My Prophets no harm.
King Saul was God’'s anointed, and it wis God to
depose him and tgive the throne tdDavid in His own
time. And He did

How valuable it would be tall of us to learn this
lesson of patience and waiting upthe Lord, for Him to
direct in Hisowntime and in Hisown way.This was the
spirit of Jesus: “Not Mwill [as a man], but Thine [Fathe
Divine], be done.”—Luke 22:42.
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THE FATE OF THE AMALEKITES

ING SAUL never seemed to enter into the spirit|of
the Lord’s commands. He always manifested self-
will; even when given special directions through the
Prophet Samuel, he deviated and was reproved.

One failure of King Saul was when called upon|to
slaughter the Amalekites and drive them out, he did|not
fully obey. Hespared the king, etdlany have thought i
strange thatGod would give such commands tiss and
others similar. Themost satisfactory explanation that
the whole world is undethe death sentence, and that] it
makes very little difference whether they die by pestilence,
famine, or sword. The wickedness of the Amalekites is
declared to havecome toits full, just as with the
Sodomites. The decree was extermination.

Had the slaughtered people, asanee thoughtgone
to eternal torment, the mattevould have beermmost
horrible. Howeverthe entire aspect ishanged when we
recognizethat God's provision forthe Amalekites as fo
the Sodomites is a resurrection, secured by Christ's dgath.
As we have already seetie Sodomitesare tohave the
privilege of returning to “theirformer estate,” and to
human perfection. Sall who do not receive a knowledg
of God inthe present life are tbave that opportunity
during Messiah’s Reign.

Another illustration along this line is that of
Sennacherib’s army, which was smitten by the angel of| the
Lord in one night, probably by a sand-storm.—2 Kings [L9:
35, 36.

Gross misconceptions of God’'s character and |the
Bible teachings accumulated during the DAdes, when
the Bible was not in existence so far as the masses were
concerned. Bibles weneery expensive and possessady
by the few; besides,very few couldread. They did not
know that the worship of an eternal tormeddity is the
worship of Moloch, which God specially condemned. The
dawning light of a NewAge shows us God'’s character ¢f
love and illuminates the Biblanakingits teachings most
reasonable.—Proverbs 4:18.

D
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THE WITCH OF ENDOR

D

E have already notethat the fallen angels at th

time of the Deluge were barrefftom further
materialization. Since thetimey have sought otherwise {o
influence humanity. Few would communicategh them if
they knew their real character; hence theyepresent
themselves as being our dead friends and relatives, As
such theyattempt tocommunicatewith the living through
“mediums,” whoare deceived, elsiney would not serve
as “mediums” for demons.—Isaiah 8:19; Deuteronomy [18:
9-12.

In olden times these mediums were called witches,
wizards, necromancerd’hey had “familiar spirits,” or
were familiar with the spiritsvho were disobedient in the
days of Noah.

God had forewarned Israel against these evil spi
and their mediums. He said that sicch mediums should
be permitted to live in the land of Isradlhey might
operate amongst nations not under Divine canéGod’s
representative, Saul, wasmmanded tgut to death all
such.

When King Saubot out of fellowshipnvith God, who
refused further communications, he turdedadvice to a
witch at Endor, and asked her to awaken Samuel|the
Prophet, who meantime had died. The evil spiritg
impersonated Samuel easily enough, #m witch gave
the King messages in his name, whereas Samuel was|dead
and could not give or receive messages. Kidgul saw
nothing; he merely received an ansvim the witch,
who said she saw and heard Samuel.

The evil spiritshave someway of knowing much
respecting the future. Butanybody under the
circumstances might have knowhe fate to expect fo
Saul and his army. The King himself knew what to expect.
It was this that troubled him and led him to seek the witch,
contrary tothe Divine command. It is not for a moment
supposable thatGod and Samuel, having refused to
communicatewith the King, would changeand permit a
witch, condemned byhe Divine Law, to overrule the
matter.—1 Chronicles 10:13, 14.
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THE PROPHET'S REPROOF

HERE is one thing abotibe Bible distinctly different
from everyother book—its honesty. Although Davi
was king and hisown family succeededhim for
generations, nothing preventatie full details of his
misdeeds in respect to Uriah and his wife. Wneng is as

fully exposed as thougthe King had been a menial of the

lowest class.

The Prophet of theord was sent directly tthe King
by Divine command. He made parable showing the
injustice, and asked what would the just decisionKing
David wasangry,and asked the name of the unjust

that he might be punished. God’'s Prophet fearlesgly
declared, “Thou art the man!” Humbly, the King confessed

his sin to theLord. He had already seehis horrible
mistake, but itgortrayal intensifiedhe wrong. He wept
and prayed beforéhe Lord in sackclothand ashes fo
forgiveness.

In this respectDavid was a man after God’s ow
heart.Every time he was overtaken in a fault and sna
by his own weakness, he confessed, reformed soaght
forgiveness.

God accepted King David'penitence and restored

him to His favor; but this didnot preventhis suffering
punishment fohis wrong course. “Whonthe Lord loveth
He chasten-eth."—Job 5:17; Proverbsl?; 12; Hebrews
12:5, 6.

The honesty ofhe Bible is exemplified in both th
Old Testament and the New. We are toldAtraham’s
mistakes:— “the friend of God.” Ware also told the
faults of the Apostles. The nobl&t. Peter was sq
overcomewith fear that he denied his Master three tim
with oaths. We are told of St. Peter's dissemblefore
Jews and Gentiles. We are told that St. Paul Aghastle
that took the place of Judas, wascethe cruel Saul of]
Tarsus,who authorizedthe stoning of St. Stephen, ang
was very injurious to the early Church. Of St. Peter and

John we read: “Thewere ignorant and unlearned men.

No otherbook inthe world manifests so grehbnesty or
deserves the same confidence as the Bible.

o
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SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY IjAVID’S CHARGE TO

SOLOMON

S King David, whowas after God'own heart,loyal

to Him, represented The Christ in earthiyals,
afflictions and victories, so Kingolomon typified the
Church glorified. Whereas King David’s reign was full of
wars, KingSolomon’shad none. He was notly aprince
of peace, but was a wise, rich kingho builded the
Temple of Jehovah.—1 Kings 4:24; 6:1; 10:4, 23, 24.

King Solomon’s famespread abroad throughe then
civilized earth. The Queen of Shelyeho came tsee for
herself, declared that the half had never been told. Jesus
referred to this visit of the Queen of Sheba, sayfiag she
came from agreat distance to hear theisdom of
Solomon. Thushe put to shame the people of Palestine,
who disregarded the great Teacher of superior wisdom, a
greater than Solomon.

Evidently our appreciation of values dependsch
uponthe eye. Sothe eyes of our understandingust be
opened before we can truly appreciaggritual things.
Thus Jesus said to His followers, “Blessad your eyes,
for they see;and your ears, for they hear."—Matthew
13:16.

Already we seemany of the inconsistencies of the
past. Nolonger would a Roman Catholic Archbishop [of
Canterbury condemn tthe flames SirJohn Oldcastle
because of episcopalian differences. Our eyes, both
Catholic and Protestant, have opened and@feopening.
What we evidently need ighat the eyes of our
understanding should be opened widislgt wemight see
the lengths and breadths, the heights and depths of the
love of God. God igleased to opethe eyes of only a
small class at the present time@mely,that classwhich
turns from sin and makes a full consecration to walk in|the
footsteps of Jesus. Thedtyesshall be openedhat they
may see theKing in His beauty, even bthe eye offaith,
looking throughthe telescope dBod’s Word. “Beholding
as in a glass thglory of the Lord,” the followers of Jesus i
are“changed intdthe same imagdrom glory to glory.”— . - i Y A
2 Corinthians 3:18. SOLOMON AND QUEEN OF SHEBA

a1 MR i
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MPLE OF THE LORD

THE TE

E have already noticedthat the Tabernacle

represented God’semporary residencavith the
Israelites. Later on, the Temple was substitui@dthe
Tabernacle. Thu6odindicated that Hevould later abide
permanently with His people.

King David, as we haveseen, represented Christ
during thisGospel Age. He collectetthe materialdor the
Temple, but was not permitted to build. The lesson is that
the Divine arrangemergomplete is not to be established
by Christ in the flesh, but by the Christ gflory,
represented by Solomon.

The Temple ofSolomonwas destroyed in B.C. 608,
but later onKing Herod, whowas not a Jew, but a
descendant of Esatgvoredthe Jews by building a great
Temple which was in its grandeur in Jesus’ day.

Those Temples were merely typical ife greater
Temple whichSt. Paul and St. Peter declared to be the
Church. “The Temple ofsod is holy, which Temple ye
are;” and again: “Ye are built up aHoly Temple, a
habitation of God through the Spirit.” St. Peter declareg all
of God’s faithful saints to b&oyal Priests, living stones
in the Temple ofGod, through which, eventuallgll the
world shall have access to God.

The stones of Solomon’s Temple were shaped at| the
quarry before being brought the Temple siteLikewise
its beams were prepared in advance. The workmen| put
together the Temple “without sound of hammegvery
piece was so thoroughly fitted that no force was necesdary.

This typified the building of the antitypical Templg
the preparation of th€hurch inthe present life and their
construction by and by as GodSpiritual Temple, by
resurrection power. This is the meaning of thials,
chiselings and polishings whichll true Christiangnust
receive. The resurrection chang@l bring all theseliving
stones together without force or compulsidrhen the
glory of the Lord will fill the true Temple and the New
Dispensation will begin.
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ELIJAH AND THE PRIESTS OF BAAL

HAB, King of Israel, misled by his queen,Jezebel,

perverted the religion iGod’s typical Kingdom. The
ordained worship in the Temple was neglected iavafje
worship established. The faithful Prophet Elijaproved
King Ahab, and was compelled ke wicked Queen
Jezebel to flee into the wilderness, where ravens fed |him
for three and one-half years.—2 Kings 17:5, 6.

Finally, by God's direction, Elijah reappeared and
challenged the priests of Baal to a pultést as tovhich
god couldanswer prayer, Jehovah Baal. Whichever god
would accepthe offering byfire from heaven to consum
the sacrifice, should backnowledged ashe true God.
The Israelites saw the fairness of the proposition, gnd
Baal's priestxould not avoidhe issue. Elijalgave them
the preference. Alllay long they agonizedut themselves
with stones and cried to Baal to accépe offering and
vindicate his cause. Elijamockedthem, sayingCry a
little louder! Baal may be sleeping! or perhaps hedure
on a journey!

Whenthe evening cameklijah gavehis test. First of
all he had water carried apadured overll the altar and
the sacrifice, that there should be no mistake;degtone
might think ofany concealedire. Then Elijahprayed to
God to vindicateHis cause. Fire descendédm heaven
and consumedhe sacrifice, licking ugventhe water in
the trench.When the people saw thithey gave a great
shout and declared, Jehovah, H&®! —1Kings 18:30-
39.

D

Bible students claim that Elijah represented the True
Church, Queen Jezebel a false religious system, Ahab the
governments oEarth. The time of Jezebel's persecution.
when Elijah hid in the wilderness and there was no rain
for 1260 daysrepresented 1260 years sgiritual drouth
(538 A.D. to 1798 A.D.), whetthe antitypical Jezebel's
power to persecute to death ceased.—Revelation 12:6, 14;
13:5.

Elisha, Elijah’ssuccessor restorgde Shunammite’s
son.
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KING ZEDEKIAH BLINDED

OD promised King Davidthat the Messianiqg

Kingdom shouldcome throughhis line, and for
several centuries no king reigned in Jerusalem exgept
David's posterity. Thdast wasKing Zedekiah. Of him
God declared throughhe Prophet (Ezekie21:25-27), “0
thou profane and wicked prince, whose timeamethat
iniquity should have an end Také the diademyemove
the crown; this shallnot be the same. | will overturr,
overturn, overturn it, until He come whose righisitand |
will give it to Him.” This was anotheway of sayingthat
there would be no more kings of David'tine until
Messiah. This has been fulfilled during tfloeg period of
2519 yearsfrom then until now. All later kings were
tributary, and none of David’s line.

When God took His Kingdom frordedekiah, He told
him through one ofhe Prophets that hgould be carried
prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar Babylon; and by another
Prophet that hevould neverseeBabylon. Both prophecies
cametrue, for Nebuchadnezzar caush eyes to be puf
out when a prisoner, and ithat condition he went to
Babylon.

But God’s promise to David, “Of the fruit ¢fiy loins
shall a kingsit upon thythrone forever,” was not broken.
The message to Zedekiah merely indicdkes the throne|
ceased to be recognized tife Lord, and would thus
remain until Messiah’s Kingdom.

But the FirstAdvent of Jesus did not fulfilthis
prophecy; for, althougliesus is the Messiah, He has not
yet entered upon HiKingly office. Jesus began His
service as a Priest’He offered up HimseHis offering
continues these nineteen hundred years. Since Pentecost
He has been accepting aoffering asHis membersuch
as present their bodidwing sacrifices. (Romans 12:1))
These joint-sacrificers are promised, as “members of| the
Body of Christ,” a share in the Messianic reign of| a
thousand years, fahe blessing of Israel and thehole
world.—Revelation 20:6.
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JERUSALEM DESOLATED SEVENTY YEARS

EBUCHADNEZZAR, after blinding King Zedekiah

deported him and the people ®abylonia, and
utterly destroyed Jerusalem aitsl Temple with fire. The
Bible says that the city lay desolate for seventy years.

Those seventy years of desolation of Jerusalem|are
Scripturally declared to have been a punishment upor] the
Israelites for not properly keepintheir Jubileeyears,
which Godhad appointed thenkvery fiftieth yeawas to
be a Jubilee year, whell debts expired and gliroperty
was to be returned to itsriginal owner—typifying the
coming “Times of Restitution.” (Acts 3:19-21.) But th
Israelites, like allbther peoples, were selfisfihey knew
that this observance would mean loss. Henbey kept
these Jubilee Sabbathery imperfectly forawhile, and
gradually discontinued them.

God explains that theseventy years’ desolation
following the taking of the Israelites intwaptivity was a
substitutefor the whole number of Jubilee years. This we
read was, “to fulfil theword ofthe Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah, until the land hamhjoyedher Sabbathdspr so
long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfi
threescore and ten years."—2 Chronic3€s21; Jeremiah
25:11.

Bible students reason that if the entire number| of
Jubilees was to bseventy, and ifthe Jubileecycleswere
forty-nine years eachthen seventy cycles fronthe time
the Jubilees were institutedould markthe beginning of
the Antitypical Jubilee—the “Times of Restitution.” This
they reckon somewhere abdbe year A.D.1874. Many
hold that we ardiving in the time when thé\ntitypical
Jubilee is being inaugurated; mankind will retyrn
gradually toall their rights andorivileges for a thousand
years. The present social unrest is incidental to the great
change. Waare living in the beginning of thélew Era.
Growing intelligence is bringing emancipation, astertly
the MessianicKingdom will multiply the blessings and
wipe out the curse.—Revelation 21:4, 5.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM INTERPRETED NEBUCHADNEZZAR GREAT AND PROUD

ANIEL, a younglsraelite taken captive tBabylon

with others, laterbecame God's ProphetKing
Nebuchadnezzar had an impressive dream which| on
waking he could not recall. His “wise meeduld not help
him. Finally Daniel, guided by théord, told both the
dream and its interpretation.—Daniel 2:1, 5, 26-30.

The dream andits interpretation interests and
concerns us today as much or motean it did
Nebuchadnezzar. In his dream the King saw a dnesge;
its head wagold, its breast and arms silver, t&lly and
sides brass, its legs iron, and its fieet intermingled and
smeared witttlay. Thenthe King saw a Stone cut out of
the mountain without hands and hurled at the feet of|the
Image. The Imagefell, ground to powderand the wind
carried it away. Therthe Stonegrew until it filled the
earth.—Daniel 2: 31-35.

The Divine interpretation of this dreangiven
through Daniel, explainthat the head of themage was
the Babylonian Kingdom, the breast and arms the
succeeding Medo-Persian Empitbe belly andsides of
brass the Grecian Empirghich followed, andthe legs
the succeeding RomaBmpire. The feet represented the
“Holy RomanEmpire” andits successorsthe iron of the AT T ST
feet the civil power, thelay intermingled and smearing Al | N '!-Iu'l",‘,
overthe iron pictured the ecclesiastigawer of ourday. i
Thus seen, we arkving in the days ofthe ten toes, of
divisions of the Image.

The Stone represents Go&Ksgdom, whichthe clay
on the feet of thémageimitated. The Stone represenis
God'’s Elect Church, gathered dutm Jews and Gentiles|,
and from every nation and denomination, to constitute
Messiah’s Kingdom. Shortly, this Kingdom will be
established in power and gregory, and thekingdoms of
this world will disappear as by magMessiah’sKingdom
will then grow until it fills the whole earth, and brings al
things undeiits control, everywilful sinner being cut off
in the Second Death.
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DANIEL'S DREAM — ANOTHER VIEW

ETWEEN Zedekiah and Messiah, there has been a

long period oftime. Duringthis periodGod gave a
lease ofgovernment tdhe GentileKingdoms, represented
in Nebuchadnezzar's Imag&hat lease of power to rul
the world as besthey could was tolast for “seven
times"—sevensymbolic years, eactlay of which(lunar
time) would represent a year. Thus “seven timestld
mean seven times three hundred and sixty, itha520
years. That period is apparently due to expire in 1918. In
other words, very soonthe Gentile lease oEarthly
Dominion expires. Then the due time witome for
Messiah’s Kingdom to beginits reign. Thisseems to
explain present social unrest.

The same facts presented to King Nebuchadnezzar,
God showedunder different symbols to the Prophet
Daniel. Instead of a greihage,Daniel saw great Beasts.
This means that the Gentilgovernments, so grand t
worldly men, appear beastljrom the Divine viewpoint. PERSIAN GLO
Surely we can agree tihis as welook overthe bloody
pages of historythe world has been under beastly rule,
even thoughhe best it was able farovide for itself—and
though much worse conditions could be imagined—for
instance, Anarchy.

The first beast of Daniel’'s dream, a lion, represerjted
Babylon; the second, a bear, Medo-Perstag third, a
leopard, Grecia—the four heads representing Alexander
the Great's successorfgur generals. The fourtlheast
represented the Roman Empire.tés hornscorresponded
to the ten toes of thknage.The hornthat hadeyes and
was crowned, is believed bymany to represent
ecclesiastical power enthroned amid political power.

A judgment scene was shown to Daniel, in which|all
thesegovernments were disapproved, ath@ dominion
takenfrom them andgiven to One whappeared likainto
The Son of Man. The Kingdom given Him was a perpetual
one, thatall should serve andbey Him; andall beastly ! 1 f
governments were destroyed.—Daniel 7:13-27. JEWS IN BONDAGE

13%
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IDE overbalanced Nebuchadnezzar's judgment, and,
in the plain of Dura, he was led to erect a gnerige
of himself as Earth’s Ruler, to whichll people were
required tobow down in obedient reverenceltife people
could regard him as a god, they wouldtbe moresure to
obey him. But among them were three Hebrews wh
refused tdoowthe knee. Their religious scruples were not
respected. It was enoughat they weredefying Emperor
Nebuchadnezzar. A great furnace was heated seven tjmes,
or as hot as possible, and into it the three servants of|God
were cast. The mewho threw them in inhaled flame and
died. Nebuchadnezzar arfds lords,looking over toward
the furnace, saw the three unhurt and with them One|like
unto theSon of God. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged |the
God of the Hebrews andommandedall the people to
worship Him. Although God’s peopléoday may be
subjected to fieryrials, theywill probably not be literally|
burned in a furnace. Nevertheless, God’s power can keep
their hearts in every trouble.
It was after this thaNebuchadnezzar became insane
and beast-like lived upon herbage, seven years, after
which his reason was restored and he gave glory to Gogd.
Later on came BelshazzaFgast, the handwriting on
the wall and the fall oBabylon. Wherthe kingdom of the
Medes and Persians, represented in lthege by tim
silver, and by the Bear in Daniel’'s visidiwpk possession
of the dominions onceruled by Babylon. Cyrus’ army,
turned aside the Euphrates, marchethmoughthe river-
bed and captured the city supposed to be impregnable
Babylon isthe symbolical name in Revelation for @
great Ecclesiastical System. lIts fall is described | as
accomplished through the drying up of the symbolical river
Euphrates, that theay ofthe Kings of the East might be
prepared—aRoyal Priesthood, of which Christ is the
Head. The river represents people and wealth.—
Revelation 17:15. DAIEL INTERPRETING THE HANDWRITING

o
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KINGS DARIUS AND CYRUS

ANIEL the Prophet ranked high with King Darius for

his integrity. His associates hated him because
prevented graftThey knew of noway to get hold of
Daniel except omccount ohis religion.They urged upon
King Darius the influence thatwould accrue from
announcing himselthe only one to be worshipedlhey
urged that this would impress the people, make timeme
loyal to his government. They got decree issued thg
anybodywor-shiping anyothergod than Darius should be
thrown into a den of lions. Thethey spied upon Daniel
and convicted him.

It was a Medo-Persian law thetyal decreesould
never be ignored. Hence, although King Darius weary
sorry to know ofhis most faithful officer being caught, h
was unable to chandgke arrangement. Hisnly hope was

—
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that Daniel's God might do something for his deliverance.

Daniel was cast into the den of lions, but in th
morning was brought forth safe. Then thed® had thus
entrapped him, by the Kingsommandwere cast into the

e

den of lions, the same as Daniel, and devoured.—Daniel

6: 14-24.

At the end of theseventy years othe desolation of]
JerusalemGod stirred up the heart dfyrus, whothen
was on the throne, to issue a proclamation giving libert
all Israelites to return to Palestine. ldkso gavemoney,
and decreed that the vessels of toed's House, which

had previously been taken, should be restored.
Approximately fifty thousand Israelites returned—so few

out of themanytaken into captivity. The zealous, full ¢f
faith in theAbrahamic Promiseeturned, rebuilt theity,
and, in Ezra’'s time, the Temple. The others hadome
worldly-minded andinterested inBabylon. Thus God
separated the dross of Israel to prepare tf@riviessiah.
Yet the “Israelites indeed” werlew corn-tothe whole,
when their day of visitation came.

The romanticstory of QueenEsther, wife ofKing
Ahasuerus, follows the period of King Cyrus’ decree.

to

SRR
3%4"'. 'II.:II::; - oo
ANSWERS THAT HE IS SAFE

DANIEL

.

TEMPLE VESSELS RETURNED




Page 53

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES

[ ZEKIEL'S vision of the valley of dry bones, which
—Came together, were clothed with sinews, and then
with skin, an exceeding great army, is supposed |to
represent the resurrection of the dead. Butdhigecture
seems to be erroneous. The Prophet declares thaf this
picture represents the revival of Israel's Hopes. First|the

dry bones othope, then sinews of strength, and finally,
comeliness and completion. We read, “Thighe whole
House of Israel, which say, Our hojo¢ again becoming 4
nation] is dried; weare cutoff from our parts."—Ezekiel
37:1-14.

The fulfilment of this prediction seems to be |jin
progress now amongshe Jewish peopleOnly a short
time ago they,had nohope;thencame Zionismthe dry
bones of hope for amelioration from sufferitgit without
any faith in the Abrahamic promise. Later, wsee the
Jews growing in trust in the Abrahamic promise ang
comingtogether with strength, wealth and faith. The tifne
is evidently not fardistant when their nationddope will
be rehabilitated and they shall rejoice again as a people.—
Isaiah 40:1, 2; Romans 11:25-33.

The Scriptures telhbout the resurrection of thiead,;
that it will not be thebody which diesthat will be = Ty
resurrected. Théody returns to dust. In thenorning of /
Messiah’s ReignGod through Himwill grant each of
Adam’s race “aody as ithath pleased Him.” The saintly
few will share in the First Resurrection, ¢ory, honor
and immortality, the Divine nature, fabove angels. Then
will come God’sblessing uporthe world, togive them
Restitution—earthly bodies. It is manifestly muebsier
for God to give as Heurposes, a nebwody, than, as we
once surmised, to gather each atom difst from every
quarter to restore it as the saimady. Not apassage of]
Scripture mentions the resurrection of thaly, but many
passages mention the resurrection of the swhich will
be awakened angiven a newbody, earthly forthe earthly
class, Heavenly for the Heavenly class.— 1Cor. 15:37-40.
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THE LOGOS MADE FLESH

HE Jewish nation, failing to keep thew Covenant

of Sinai, failed to makgood ashe Seed oAbraham
fit to bless the world. Then the due tiro@me for God to
provide Messiah—Redeemer and Delivei@r Israel and
all peoples. Havould becomdlesh, of Abraham’samily,
fulfil the Law Covenanterms, and then by self-sacrifige
would become Abraham’s Seed on the Spirit plane, able to
succor all who would come to the Father through Him.

In St. John’sGospel (1:1-5)esus in His pre-existen
condition is described @ake Word of God, or Logos;The
First-born of all Creation.”—Colossians 1:15.

Ancient kings addressintheir people sat behind p
lattice, in front of whichstood a representative who
uttered the king's message to the peopl8uch
representative was called tHengos—theking’s word, or
mouthpiece. The illustration is forceful, beautiful, when
applied to God’'€Only Begotten Son, through whom Gad
speaks to humanity—tthe Church now, tothe world
shortly, through the Messianic Kingdom.

The literal translation ofohn 1:1 throws muchght
upon a subject hithertdark. “In the beginning was the
Logos, and theLogoswas with theGod, andthe Logos
was aGod;the same was in the beginning with Bed.
All things were made by Him, and without Him was not
one thing mad¢hat was made. Thiengoswas made flesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld glary, asthe glory
of the Only Begotten ofthe Father.” Jesus tells us the
same thing in other language, saying, “He was [the
beginning of the creation @&od.” (Rev. 3 :14.) “He wag
the beginning and the ending, the first and &, the
Alpha andthe Omega.” (Rev. 21:6.) The thought is clear;
Jehovah God directhcreated no other being than the
Logos,and Himvery great and in the likeness &hovah.
How distinctly, yet briefly, all this is stated by St. John!

Next in the DivineProgram washe annunciation tg
Mary, then,the greatest event diistory, the birth of our
Redeemer.

—
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TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

NLY as we associatihe Babe of Bethlehem with the

Logos by and through whoall things were made, do
we get our mentdbcusrespecting Jesus. His life was njot
from Adam, through Joseph—a forfeitdife. It was a
transferred life. TheLogos, who was rich in spirit
privileges, glory and honor, “for our sakes becarpeor
[The Man Christ Jesseshat we by Hispoverty might
becomerich"—that mankind might be redeemé&om the
curse—the Death Sentence aaltlit includes of sorrow,
pain and alienation from God. “A body hast Thou prepared
Me for the suffering of death?’ The death of a spotless
One was necessary as a Ransom-pgoceAdam and his
race.—1 Timothy 2:6.

No wonderthe angels rejoiced tannounce to the
shepherds theogosmade flesh—the Babe of Bethlehem.
“Fear not! Behold, we bringyou goodtidings of greajoy,
which shall be untaall people!” Few have analyzed the
Message, few have seen how comprehensive its scope. It is
for Jews and Gentiles—sinners all— “all peopl&rily a
few have yehad opportunity to gehis greatoy; but the
Redeemer promises that He witt bethe TrueLight to
lighten every man that cometh into the world.—John 1:9.

“For untoyou [mankind] is bornthis day inthe City
of-David a Savior which is Christthe Lord.” Ah! the
meaning ofthat word Savior! It meansLife-gived The
right to live had been lost—all adying. The Life-giver
came to provide life everlastirfgr the dying race. Thank
God for a Life-giver, aGreat One, able to save unto the
uttermost!—Hebrews 7:25.

The “Peace on Eartlgood-will to men”prophecy has
not yetbeen fulfilled, but it is nearing. The birth of the
Babe was onstep toward it; the death on tbeoss was
another; the glorious resurrection and ascension of| the
Logos again to the Spirit plane were other steps. The
selection of theChurch as Messiah’s Bride is another,
nearly completed. The Messiarkingdom will complete
the blessed prophecy.

ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS
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JOHN THE FORERUNNER

HE work of redemption began with Jesu

consecration to death at 30 years of ayebolized
by His Baptism. There Hasho was made flestor the
purpose, gave Himself to be a Ransom-priceaffrto be
testified to all in due time. Thieumbling of theLogos to
take human nature, the birth of the Babe of Bethleh
and theyears of development afterward, were inciden
Similarly, the work of John the Baptiser was 4
preparation. His mission was tlemnouncement of Jesu
as “theLamb of God whichtaketh away the sin of the
world.” He reprovedsin and exhorted to righteousness
necessary toall who would receiveMessiah and be
received and blessed by Him as sharers inkiingdom
He would establish.

John preached, “ThiKingdom of Heaven is at hand!

P.e-pentye?’ Only the Israelites indeed, without guilg
received Messiah, and became associates irgldisous
work. John’s Baptism was the washirsgvay of sins
against the Jewishaw, and was intendednly for Jews
not wholly faithful.

John’s Baptism symbolized cleansingfrom
defilement, and was preached to the Jews, and
applicable to thermonly. Gentiles were excluded. Hoy
could theyrepent and get back inmvenant relationshig
when theyhad never been in relationship? The Jestid,
under thecovenant madevith them at Sinai through it
mediator, Moses, had relationship with God, for, as
Paul saysthey “wereall baptized into Moses, in the s¢
and in the cloud.” Every Israelite in heart relationship w
God through Moses, was transferred from Moses to Ch
and needed no additional baptism into Christ, becd
already accepted in Moses, the type of Christ.

Whenthe Call began to go to the Gentiles, severg
Ephesus believed and were baptized by John’s Baptisr
though theyhad been Jews. This was a mistake. At
Paul’'s word they were rebaptized, intGhrist's death.
Gentiles needed to be baptized directly into Chri
death.—Acts 18:25; 19:3-5; Romans 6:3; 11:17-25.
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PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE

GOING UP TO JERUSALEM
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

HEN Jesus presented Himself to John at Jordan to
be baptized, it caused surprise. John declared. |
have more need to ask You to baptize me! You have no sin
to washaway!Jesus did not explain the matter. ierely
said, “Suffer it to be smow.” He thus intimatedhat He
was notfollowing John’sbaptism to waslaway sins, but
that His baptism had another special meanmgich He
did not disclose.St. Paul explains to us that Jesys’
baptism symbolizedHis full consecration of His life tq
God as a sacrifice, even unto death.—Hebrews 10:5-9.
Jesus afterward indicated that His entire ministry was
a fulfilment of tim consecration made at thirty, when He
was baptized. IsymbolizedHis immersion into death—
yielding His life tothe service of5od. Atthe close of His
ministry, He said, “lhave a baptism to be baptized with,
and how am Istraitened till it beaccomplished!” (Luke
12:50.) The nextday, onthe cross, He criedilt is
finished!” His baptism into death, begun at Jordan, as NEARLY THIRTY — OFF EOR BAPTISM
there completed.

In this matter thdollowers of Jesusopy Him. They
are baptized into His death, and thus into Baxly, the
Church. (Romans 6:3.) This baptism into The Chfist
company, or Bodywill not be completeduntil the last
member shalhave passed into death. Thiwe baptism of
Christ as a wholevill be finished. Therbeyondthe veil,
by the First Resurrection, the entiBody will receive
glory, honorand immortality and be joint-heirs with Jesis
in the Kingdomthen establishedIf we suffer with Him,
we shall also reign.”

As Jesuscame up out ofthe water, theheavens
[higher things] were opened to HintHeavenly Truths
became clearer. He could understdhne “deep things of
God.” (I Corinthians 2:10.) This enlightenment came |by
thereceiving ofthe Holy Spirit. So Hisfollowers received
a measure of the Spirit, begetting them as sonGadf,
joint-heirs with Christ. They also are illuminated—|
Hebrews 10:32.
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GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM

OR morethan sixteen centuries Israel had waited and

prayed forthe coming ofMessiah’sKingdom toexalt
them, and to bless the world. ThRanouncementat the

Kingdom was at hand was a good Message—or Gospe].

But notenough Jews were in conditiontofart to be

Israelites indeedworthy to share with Jesus in the

glorious service of His great, long-promised Kingdom. “He

came unto Hiown [people],but His own received Him
not"—they crucified Him. But to amany ageceived Him
[few] He gave the liberty, or privilege, of becoming song
God, of passingrom the House of Servants, under Mose
to theHouse of Sons, undéhe Headship of Jesus. Th
was effected at Pentecost, the begetting of theéHoly
Spirit.—John 1:11-13; Heb. 3: 1-6.

Not enough worthylews being foundthe Kingdom
offer was withdrawn from them, and for nineteen centu
God has beercompletingthe foreordained numbdrom
saintly Gentiles. Outward signs and th®ophecies

es

demonstrate that the Kingdom was not set up then, and did

not begin to bless the world. Instead|, the unready of
Israel were brokeoff from Divine favor for atime, while
the Call to theKingdomwas sent to the Gentiles, to ta
out of them a people to completee foreordainedBody
of Christ.” (Romans11:1-7, 11, 12.) Holy, saintly
characters fromevery nation have been gathering f
nineteen centuries, untihow the number isnearly
complete and the Kingdom about to be established.

When, therefore, the election of the Spiritual Seed
Abraham shall be accomplished, tisspelAge will end.
Then will begin the Messianidge, in whichChrist and
the Churchshall reign in spirippower.—Revelation 5: 10
20:6.

Then the blindness of Israel will lemoved, and the
blessings of thélew Dispensatiomvill come tothem, and
through them toall the families of the Earth, as Gqg
promised. That theChurch is the Spiritual Seed o
Abraham, to bless Natural Israel and the worldlésrly
shown in Galatians 3: 16, 29.

e
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THE TWELVE APOSTLES
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SUS’ parableshiefly relate to theKingdom. Some of

hem showhow the Jews failed tbecomeheirs of the
Kingdom, and how the Gentilescame in for ashare.
Others showthe Kingdom class suffering violence during
this Age as apart of their preparatiofor the Kingdom
glories. “The Kingdom of Heaven [class] sufferet
violence.” The violent have dominated it grce for
centuries.

The parable of the King’Son showsghat the Jews
had the first opportunitfor joint-heirshipwith Messiah in
llls Kingdom. Thenthe Gentiles received the invitation.
And these, notmany wise or learned, havéor eighteen
centuries been preparédr Messiah’sKingdom. “Do ye
not know that the saints shall judge theorld?"—1
Corinthians 6:2.

In the parable théWedding Garment” represents |a
faith relationship withGod throughChrist’s merit. The
one whodiscarded it was cast out of the Bridzmpany.
This prefigures the fate of all who reject #féicacy of the
sacrifice of Christ in atonement for their sifiheywill be
forced out ofthe light of Present Truth—into the “oute
darkness” of the world. By and kiiey will realize their
loss of theKingdomwith chagrin—weeping angnashing
of teeth.

The Pearl of Great Price illustrates tKeéngdom’s
priceless value—it is worth its cost—our all.

The Wheat-field parable of thisingdom represents
the Church duringhis Age. The wheat, almosthoked out
by tares of erroryet finally ripened and gathered into the
Heavenly garner, will be the Sun of Righteousness|to
usher in theNew Day of Messiah’s Kingdom.—Matthew
13:43.

The parable of the Talents represetimw each
consecrated disciple of Jesus is a stewarchisf own
talents, and thaaccording tohis faithfulness will be his
share in theKingdom. Faithfulness in usinghe few
talents of the present will bring great opportunities [for
blessing the world in the neRge. “I will make thee ruler -
over many things.”—Matthew 25:21. PARABLE OF THE TALENTS
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HE Scribes, Pharisees abdctors ofthe Law were

the Eider Brother of the Prodigabon parable.
Publicans and sinners, careless of spiritual privileges,
were the Prodigal, estrangé®m their Father'sHouse.
Jesus shows Godattitude toward the returning prodiggl.
For such He provides a “feast,” a blessing whatlhmay
share, ifthey will. Those who receivedesus’ Message
included notmany great, wise or noble, buthiefly
penitent prodigals.

The parable of Dives and Lazarus illustrated the same
lesson. The Jewish nation was Dives, Rieh man. His
table, his spiritualfood, the promises ofGod, was
abundantly suppliedhis raiment, fine linen, represented
justification, effected througlthe typical Atonement-day;
sacrifices. His purple robe representsgmbolically, the
fact that he was identified witlGod’s Kingdom, purple
being a symbol of royalty. Lazarusrepresented the
hopelessness of the sinners and Gentildg) hungered
for ashare in the promises to Abraham, o gotonly
“crumbs” until Israel’s rejection.—Matthew 23:38.

The Poor man's sores represented a sin-sick
condition; the dogs whichlicked them represented the
sympathy ofGentile “dogs.” This was illustrated in thie
Syrophenician woman whose daughiesus healed. She
was not a Jewess, and therefore Jesus at first refusgd to
aid her,saying, “It is not proper taake the children’s|
bread andjive it to dogs.”But she pleaded: “Yeg,ord,
yetthe dogseat of thecrumbsthat fall from the children’s
table.” Jesus gave her the crumb.

The Rich manthe Jewish nation, died to his great
blessings. Nationally he fell asleep in Hades, and awaits
reawakening. But personalthe Jews passed into a grdat
time of trouble, symbolically represented as fire, far
eighteen centuries.

Lazarus also died tbis condition of disfavor, and
found himself in “Abraham’s bosom”—a child of
Abraham. Thus the Gentilesave become Abraham’s
Seed, and heirs of the Spiritual part of thbrahamic
Promise.—Galatians 3:29.




Page 61

NOT DEAD BUT SLEEPETH

HEN Jesusoundthe mourners bewailing the death
of Jairus’ daughter, tie put theforth, saying, “The
maid is not dead, but sleepeth.” Then He awakened |her.
Man does not die the same as beaAdthough death to
man and beast is cessation of lijet to man God has
given precious promises of a futdie by a resurrection.
There arenumerous assurancabat mankind shall be
restoredfrom death to receive things promised. Therefore
the Scriptures speak of man as mlyting, but merely
falling asleep. Thainconsciousleepers are afromised
an awakening in the Resurrection Morn. Jesus declared
that all in theirgravesshall hear Hisvoice and come
forth—some to a life ofeternal reward,for present
faithfulness; others to &ial, or judgment, to determine
their everlasting destiny.—John 5:28, 29. R.V.
Jesus awakened Lazarus, whegders were Martha
and Mary, at whoséhome He frequently stopped at
Bethany. When Lazarus was seriously sick, the sisters|sent
Jesus the messadeprd, he whom Thou lovest isick.”
To their surprise he alloweldazarus todie. .Mentioning
the matter to His disciples, He said, “Our friebakzarus
sleepeth,” and later, “Jesus saithto them plainly,
Lazarus is dead.” Jesssid not aword aboutthe dead
going toHeaven, purgatory drell, as wance believed.
See John 3:13; 11:13,14; Acts 2:29-35.

This wordsleep hadong been used asymbolical of
death. “Abrahamnslept with his fathers,” and his fathers
were heathens. St. Paul refers to “thegleo sleep in
Jesus,” and tells U8 e shall notall sleep,”referring to
those who remain alive until the establishment of
Messiah’sKingdom, and the First Resurrection—at the
beginning of His Reign.

These sleep neither in Heaven, purgatory nor a hell of
torment. The Bible declare$They that sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake3ome toshine as stars, and
others to be in contempt and shameitil they have Al (g ACVENS
demonstrated their repentance and loyalty.—Daniel 12] 2. h “THOU ART THE CHRIST"
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CAPERNAUM “CAST DOWN TO HELL"

APERNAUM, the scene of thenajority of Jesus’
ighty works, is now marked merely byrain.. In it

we see fulfiled Jesusprophecy, “Thou, Capernaum,
which art exalted toheaven, shalt bérought down to S U S U
hell’—to Hades—the tombSymbolically that city was / \
lifted to heaven in privilege as being the Master's @ity bl i
during His ministry. Its great privileges meant great
responsibility, and hence Jesus told théuat if the same
mighty works done itheir midst had beedone inSodom
and Gomorrahthey would haveepented. He saidin the
Day of .Judgment, it will benore tolerabldor Sodom and
Gomorrah than for you.”

The Day of Judgment is undoubtedihe thousand-
year Day ofChrist’'s Reign, in which judgment, drial,
will be granted to the world, to separate “sheé@m
“goats”—to determine those worthy and thossvorthy of
everlasting life. That gloriouEpochwill be a blessed Day,
of privilege, light and grace, in whichll the darkness o
sin will vanish. It will be“more tolerable™for those who
sinned without light tharfor those who enjoyed great
privileges and opportunities.

Bible students are&oming to see that theDay of
Judgment has beegreatly misunderstood. lhas been
thought of as a time of condemnation, instead of which it
will be a period of testing, to se¢ho, undettrial, will be
found worthyandwho unworthy of everlastinlife, which
Jesus died to secufer all of Adam’s race desiring it or
God'’s terms.

The first Judgmenbay was in Eden. FatheAdam
because of disobedience was sentenced to death. For six
thousand yearsis race has been under that sentence.
Jesus died to release all from that sentence, and to grant to
all anopportunity of everlastingife. Only afaithful few,
an Elect class, hawet been blessed. Their judgment, pr
trial, is in advance ofthe world, thatthey may bewith
Jesus judges of the world during the worldisgl, or
Judgment Day—the thousand years. — 1 Corinthéaps
Acts 17:31.
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SHEEP AND GOATS PARABLE

HIS parable pictures th€ingdom conditionsfter the

Church is glorified andhe Kingdom established It
will begin fulfilment “When theSon ofMan shallcome in
His glory, and all theholy angels with Him.” All nations,
including those now asleep in death, will be on toigfore
Christ’'s Judgment Seat, to determtheir willingness or
unwillingness to come fully into harmony with God, and
receive the Divine blessing of life everlasting,
contrariwise, to be destroyed in the Second Death.

Those developinghe wayward, goat-like dispositior]
will pass to Messiah'slisfavor, represented by His le
hand. At theclose ofthe Millennium, the separation wil
have affectedhe entire humarfiamily, and havebrought
all into one of two classes. One clasgl be rewarded
with “the gift of God, eternal life.” The other class
unworthy, will get the punishmentwhich God has
provided, namely, destruction—kolasin, cuttioff from
life. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”

Their destruction isymbolicallyrepresented by fire
and was illustrated by the fires in the Valle>.Hbfinom
(mistranslated “Hell”), in whichthe garbage of Jerusalen
was destroyed. The Valley of Hinno(sreek, Gehenna

wasoncequite deepOnly dead carcasses were put into|i

including those ofvery viciouscriminals. It symbolized
hopelessness—annihilation. Jesus used Jerusalem
figure of the New Jerusalem. This valley—Gehenna;
prefigured theSecondDeath,from whichthere will be no
redemption—no recovery.

Gehenna was earlier called Toph&then Israel
became idolatrousheimage of Molochwas erected therg
and children were roasted alive in the arms ofirtegge—
sacrificially—devilishly. Good King Josiah defiled it for
garbage purposes.

Our pious fathers provided worse idolgr us—
Creed-idols! To these we were taught to sacrifice milli
of heathens, and non-elect infants. Bugir day isgone!
Thank God! Saner views ofGod are ours, and a true
interpretation of the Bible.
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VALLEY OF HINNOM — GEHENNA
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KINGDOM WORK ILLUSTRATED

OT onlydid Jesus and His disciples preach about

Kingdom, and teach about it in parables, but f
mighty works which Jesus did were intended 1{
foreshadowthe still greatemwork to be accomplished b
His Kingdom duringHis Millennial Reign.—Matt. 4:23;
Isa. 35:5, 6.

This is intimated by the words, “These things di

Jesus and manifested forth Hj®ry.” In other words, the|
works of Jesus werdoregleams ofthe work of His
Glorious Kingdom. Many oHis mighty workswere done
on the Sabbatfor the same reason. As the siays in the
week represent toil and travail, the result of sin, so

seventhday represents the Millennium, “the rest of the

people of God,” secured @il who accept it through the
merit of Christ’s sacrifice.

The turning of water into wine representeow the
plain things of the present time, the simplicity of pres
Truth, will yet betransmuted by theord into thejoys of
the Kingdom, at the Marriage Feast in glory.

The cleansing of the lepers representdeiansing
from the leprosy of sin. The one who returned to gjleey
to God represents thefact that only a “little flock”
appreciate the favor of sins forgiven during this Age.

The healing of the sick represented the gfeettthat
all diseases (mentainoral, physical)will be healed by
Messiah, the'Good Physician,” RoyalPriest, typed by
Melchisedec.

The opening othe blindeyesand of the deaf ear
represented the greatfact that in due time theyes and
ears of understanding afl mankind will be opened, an
God's glory will be appreciated. “All flesh shall see
together.”— Isa. 40:5.

Our Lord’s Transfiguration on the Mount was anoth
illustration of the Kingdom. His disciples knew nof
whether it was a reality or a vision, until Jesus said, “T
the vision to no maruntil The Son ofMan be riserfrom
the dead.” Later, St. Peter declared that whay saw in
the holy mount represented MessialiKingdom.—2 Peter
1:16-18.
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HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST

OWARD the close of Jesus’ Ministry Heame to

Bethany, tahehome of LazarudVlartha andMary—
the samd.azarus whom Héad awakeneffom the sleep
of death. Mary chose this opportunity to anoint thg
Master’s feet with Precious Ointment, which He decla
was an anointing for His burial.—Matthew 26: 12.

The nextdaytie sentfor anass and rode thereon int
Jerusalem, after the manner of Israel’s kingsen Jesus
came in sight of Jerusalem, He wepter the city,
exclaiming, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, whidHest the
Prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee,
often would | have gatherethy children as a hen
gathereth hebrood under her wings, but ywould not!
Now, | say untoyou, Yourhouse is left untyou desolate!
Ye shall see Me nanore until that day [of Messiah’s
glory] when ye shall say, ‘Blessed is Hatcometh in the
name of theLord! (Matthew 23:37-39.) Meantime th
Kingdom is not abandoned, merely delaydessiah’s

Bride will be only partly Jewish. “Israel hath naqt

obtained” thecoveted chief favorbut the Elect obtaineq
it.

The multitude caughthe spirit of theoccasion that
Jesus was the promised King, and hailed Him as Mes

red

o

]

They scattered clothing and palm-branches before Him,

implying that the best of Earth wamt toogood for One
so great. Meantimehey shouted, “Hosanna the Son of
David!” the long-promised Messiah of David’'sline!

“Blessed is He thatometh inthe name oflehovah!"—
Matthew 21:9.

The Phariseeswho did not believe, thought the
procedure sacrilegious, and told Jesus to stop the shouting.

Jesus replied that the Prophet Zechar{@m) said,
“Shout,” and therefore there must be a shdlitthey
should hold their peace, thery stones wouldcry out.”
Godhad declared it; there must be a sholug prophecy
must be fulfilled.

Cleansing the Temple ofmoney-changers an
merchants followed our Lord’'s triumphal entry into t

city.
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ANOINTING JESUS’ FEET

CLEANING THE TEMPLE
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HE Bible surelytells us that thevay tothe Kingdom

is difficult and narrow, that theost of being disciples
of Jesus is self-denial and cross-bearikizny wonder
that the promises are thus restricted aot to all who
strive to do right, without faith or self-sacrifice.

The parable of a camel creeping through a Needle’s-
eye illustrated how the rich must unload their wealth |f
they wouldprepare to share th€ingdom. Thelittle gate
in the larger one was called a “Needle’s-eye.”

Bible studentsnow explain that difficulties are
attached to thegaining of the Kingdom because God
desires avery choicelittle company forthat glorious
position. He has made the trials so severe ¢tnéit the
saintly will avail themselves of thepportunity to gain the
Kingdom.

The young ruler asked Jesus: “What shall | do [to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus referred him to ttev, which
promised eternal life tany Jewwho wouldkeepit. The
youngman replied that he hatbnehis best, but still was
dying. Jesus loved him for his good endeavors, and pointed
him to a newway to life everlasting, by self-sacrifice as
His disciple. Additionally he mighbecome a joint-heir
with Jesus irglory, honorand immortality.—Mark10:17-
25; Romans 2:7; 8117.

Two dear disciples asked to sit next Jesus on |the
Throne of HisKingdom. TheMaster repliedAre you able
[willing] to drink of My cup of self-denial, self-sacrifice,
ignominyand shame? Argou able to be baptized into My
death—to self-will, to cuttingoff from every earthly
privilege, if such be God'’s providence for you?—Matthew
20:22; Mark 19:35-38.

Those lovingdisciples answered th#tey wereready
for anything,with the Master’s help. He assured them gnd
us that He will furnish trials and assistances, and that if
faithful to the end, we shallave a crown ofife. But the
honors and glories d¢he Kingdomwill not be determined
by grace, but by Justice.—Matthe0:23; Revelation
3:21; 2:10.
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THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

IVE daysafter Jesus rode on the asfering Himself

as Israel's King, cam¢he Passoverypical of the
passing over of the Church of the First-barns.

Jesus was tinhamb of God totake awaythe sin of
the world. In order to do this, He must be fPassover
Lamb. St. Paul says, “Christ our Passover islain,
thereforelet us keep the feast.” Jesus ate thpical
Passover lamb with His disciples. Then Hsok
unleavened bread, and fruit of the vine, as representing
His own flesh and Hisown blood, and instituted an
antitypical Passover Supper.

Jesus’ followers were to dihis in remembrance of
His death as the antitypicehmb. Hesaid, “Except ye ea
the flesh and drink thblood of The Son oMan, yehave
no life inyou.” Of coursethe outwardperformance would
be nothing except as it would symbolize heart experiences.
In their hearts, .Jesudbllowers must realizehat His
death is th&Ransom-price fothe sins of thavhole world;
that without it therewould be no everlasting lifeSuch
believers constitute th€hurch ofthe First-barns, whq
pass into life inadvance ofthe world—in the First
Resurrection.—Revelation 20:6.

St. Paul shows a still deeper meaning to the
Memorial Supper. All thefollowers of Jesus are
represented in the Ormaf that is being broken, and gs
sharing in the One Cup of suffering, shame, ignominy and
death. (1 Corl0: 1617.) Only suchwill be members of
His glorious “Body,” the world's “Prophet likeunto
Moses."—Acts 3:19-23.

The disciples neglected to wash each other’s fegt or
eventhe Master’s. Jesygerformedthe service as a lessgn
in humility —not as a ceremonial. Tlsgirit of the lesson
is that we renderach otherany service possible, a$
“members” of Christ.—Acts 9:5; 1 Corinthians 12:27.

After the Supper, Jesus with the Eleven went|to
Gethsemane, where Judas betrayed Him tooffieials
with a kiss. Therfollowed the memorable&losing scenes
of our Lord’s life.
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“ECCE HOMO!” — BEHOLD THE MAN! THE MAN CHRIST JESUS

ARLY the nextmorning Jesus was led to Pilate and

.charged with Treason against thEmperor in
asserting Himself a King. His accusers were ftiremost
Jews. Pilate realized the malice of the charge, to secure
the death of an inoffensive person. Learning that Jesus| was
from Galilee, hesought tarid himself of theresponsibility
by sending Him to King Herod. But Herod woutdve
nothing to do with Jesus. He had heard of His mirades,
and feared. After Herod’s soldiers hawckedJesus, He|
was returned to Pilate. His accusers insisted if Pilate
should let Him go, that would prove disloyalty to the
Roman Emperor.

Pilate sought torelease Jesus, and gatisfy the
clamor, ordered Him to be scourged. Bhts did not
satisfy the mob, which cried,“Crucify Him!” Finally,
Pilate, placing Jesusprominently, exclaimed,“Ecce
Homo!"—Behold the Man! You have no othedew His
equal! Wouldyou crucify Him? Themob cried themore
persistently, “Crucify Him!” Nothing is more heart-
hardening than religious errors.

Jesus was not the mohbdeal of a king. Had He beenp
coarse;, vulgar, a boaster, He would have bewme
nearly their ideal of a person likely to lift their natifsom
under theRoman yoke,and to become conqueroijke
Alexander the Great. The worldoks with a measure of
reverence upodesus, but still He is fédrom the human
ideal. Neither are thdootstep followers of Jesus the
world’s ideals.They with Jesus areounted peculiar. As
St. John wrote, “As Hds, so are we, in thisvorld"—
despised as respects human ideals.

Humanity fails to realize that God’s purpose in Chiist
and His followers has been to prepare them by meekness,
gentleness, patience, long-sufferirapd love for the
glorious work of Messiah’s Kingdom, to bless all
mankind. Present experiences amecessarythe Bible
declares, that thiRoyal Priesthoodmay be, later on, a L e I 1
sympathetic Priesthood in respect to mankind.—Hebrews e ’ T Al
2:10; 3:1; 5:8-10; 12:11. EARTH'S HEROES — WARRIORS
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LEAVING THE PRETORIUM

LATE washed his hands in the sight of the people as

expressing hinnocence oflesus’ death; then lgave
the necessary orders fothe execution. TheRoman
Government expected him to be absolujebt in respect
to Roman citizens; dealingwith others were to be
conciliatory.

Two thieves were crucified ahe same timegne on
either side of Jesugyver whosehead was charged th
crime for which Hewas crucified*Jesus, theKing of the
Jews.” Few deaths are so painfulcascifixion.- Matthew
27: 37.

One thief made sport of Jesusgying, If you are
God’s Son,the Messiah and Kingprove it by coming
down fromthe cross. If Jesus had saved His life,ddald
not have becomehe King and Savior ofthe world,
becauseonly by His deathcould the Death Sentence
againstAdam and his race be met. Jesus digtlingly a
sacrificial death.

The other thief defended Jesssyingthat He had
done nothing amiss, whereti®ey were receiving gust
penalty.

After this defense the penitent thief turned to Jesus,
saying, Lord, if Youare aKing and evercomeinto Your
Kingdom, remembethis poor thief—do something fo
me! Jesus repliedAmen! i.e., So be it—asyou ask!
Although | seem to have not a friend in HeaverEarth,
yet | say untoyou this darkday, Youshall be with Me in
Paradise. MyKingdom will be established. Under it§
influence Earth willbecome aParadise.You shall be
rewarded there.

The misplacement of theomma in our common
English Version has thrown wl astray. Evidently Jesus
did not go to Paradighatday, becausParadise is not yet
established. Furthermore, thrdaysafter, whenlie arose
from the dead, He said tdary, “I have not yet ascended
unto My Father.”St. Peter tells us that He was dead and
that His soul was raiseflom the dead on the thirday.
(Acts 2:31.) “All people”are to be blessed by Messiah’s
Kingdom, but penitence prepares for quicker blessings|and
fewer “stripes.”
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“QUICKENED IN SPIRIT”

ECAUSE still natural men, the disciplesould not
comprehendspiritual things—until Pentecost. It wgs
necessary, thereforeghat Jesus’ resurrection should be
humanly demonstrated®nly believers could receive the
Pentecostal illuminationThey must believe, andknow
also that He is no longer a man, but again a spirit being.
The third day after Calvary the women who carried
embalming spices founthe sepulchreempty. Mary met
Jesus, but knew Him nofpr He appeared as a gardener.
Jesus revealed Himself by Hisice. Hesaid, “I have not
yet ascended to Mirather andyour Father, to My God
andyour God.” The news spreadt. Peter and Stlohn
were amazed, and both ran to the sepulchhey saw
nothing but the vacant tomb and the folded clothes.
Later the sameday, two of them journeyed t
Emmaus. Theywere conversing eagerly whelesus, in
another form, unrecognized by them, joined them. |He
quietly explained to them thgpes and prophecieghich
foretold Jesus’ death as man’s Redeers&ying, “Thus it
behoovedMessiah to suffer and to enter into Hjery.”
Telling the experience afterwattey said, “Did not our
hearts burn within us as He talked with us byway and
opened unto us the Scriptures?”thAeir evening meal, He
revealed Himself, and vanished.
The same eveningiany ofthem were gathered in the
upperroom discussing the remarkable events of tlag,
the doors beingshut, yea, boltedfor fear of the Jews.
Suddenly whilethe doors werestill shut, Jesus appeargd
in their midst, stilldifferently. This time He appeared like
His former self. Everthis affrighted them, though He told
them that whathey saw was fleshnd blood, angroved
it by eating. He was no longéhe fleshly Jesus; in His
resurrection He returned to the spintondition. (1
Corinthians 15:44.) But He had power to materialize,| as
the holy angels (and Himself, before made flesh) had nar
done. EMMAUS — HE VANISHED
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ST. THOMAS THE DOUBTER

N the following Sunday,Jesus again appeared—in

the upperoom—St. Thomas beingresent. He had
rebuked his brethrefor being too easily convincethat
they had seen Jesus, and said thatwoald not believe
unless he felt the print of the nails and the spear wound.

Jesus appeared again inbady like that of His
humiliation, with the marks of the spear and the prin{ of
the nails. He urgedhomas to be convincetut told of
still greater blessingfor those who without thosproofs
were able to fully believe.—John 20:26-29.

The Bible tells that Jesus is monger flesh,but a
spirit being, since His resurrection. As St. Paul declares,
the Church musall be changed, because “flesh abldod
cannotinherit the Kingdom of God.” Wemust all be
changedthat wemay bespirit beings—like Him,which
surely meanghat He is ndonger flesh. He was “put tq
death in flesh, and quickened in spirit,” writes St. Petef.—
1 Peter 3:18.

Jesus appeared to His followetgee times on Hig
resurrection day,and five times more during th
succeeding thirty-nine days—briefly. This waspart of
the great lesson that Jesus waslomger dead, and no
longer flesh—that He is “highlyexalted.”—Philippians
2:9; John 6:62.

Saul of Tarsus caught a glimpse of the riggorified
Jesus, unveiled by flesh, shiniaggovethe brightness of
the sun amoonday,and the brief glimpseost him his
eyesight. If Jesus had thus appeared to His disciples
during theforty daysafter His resurrectionthey would
have been alarmed, bewildered, unable to compreheng the
matter. St. Paul refers to his glimpse of Jesaging, “He
was seen of me as one born beftre time.” Hiswords
are explained to mean that all of God’s peotiieChurch
of the First-horns, are to bmrn intospirit conditions by
their resurrection. Thushanged thewill see Messiah as
He is, in Hisgreatglory. But Saul saw Him before the
time.—1 John 3:2.
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THE PENTECOSTAL REST

NTECOST the fiftieth day, wasthe Jubileeday, as
the fiftieth year wasthe Jubilegyear. The fiftieth day
followed a SabbatlDay cycle (7x7 =49), as the Jubileg
year followed a Sabbath Year cycle (7x7 =49). As the anti-
type of the Jubilee Year will usher the world into the
glorious rest in Messiah’Kingdom and in the New
Covenant relationship with God, tbe antitype of the
Jubilee day ushered believers into a rest of faith |at
Pentecost. So St. Paul explai\d/e who believe do ente
into rest.”All truly Christ's are enabled to keep a Sabb4ath
rest of faith and trust all the timeot merely on the
Seventh Day, or othe FirstDay. Every day tdhem is a
rest by faith in Christ'sacrifice—a Sabbath to tlseul—
foreshadow of Heavenly Rest.

None couldenter into this true Sabbath rest, unti
Jesus had opened theay. His death was necessary as
man’s Ransom-price. His resurrection was necessary to
enable Him tapplythat price orour behalf. He ascended
on High, there to appear in the presencesofl as the
Advocate forHis disciples. He imputes His merit tover
their imperfections, and to make theacrifice acceptable
to God,that they may suffer with Him and be glorified
with Him. For the faithful there remaineth a regtill
more complete—to beattained in their resurrection
“change.”—Hebrews 4: 3, 9, 11.

Under Jesus’ direction, the Apostles, Hidlowers,
were not to begintheir work until they received the
Pentecostal blessing—thidoly Spirit—the evidence of]
their acceptance as sons of God. Tdmy thing they did
during that timebefore their own acceptancewas the
choosing of a successor for Judas’ place; but evidently God
never recognizetheir choice. In Hisown due time God
brought forthSt. Paul to be the twelftApostle—-one of
the twelve foundation stones othe New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:14.) The error of supposidgpostolic
Succession in the Church’s bishops waestlyone. It led E T, W o Al
to many grievous errors. THE MILLENNIUM SYMBOLIZED — ISA. 11:6
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PENTECOSTAL PREACHING KEYS OF THE KINGDOM TO ST. PETER

NLY The Twelve were specially ordained Apostle-

ship, to be mouthpieces of Jesus to the Church. Their
decision would bind on Earthe thingsbound in Heaven
and loose on Earth things loosed in God’s sidften
these did not receive thdeavenlyFather's sanction unti
Pentecost, when they receivedhe Holy Spirit.
Scripturally, no one is authorized to preach or teach except
he has received the Spirit Good. And every one who has
receivedthat Spirit has Divineuthority to preachyholly
irrespective of earthly ordinations.—Isaiah 61:1.

This we are told is the import of the prophetiords
respecting Jesus the Head andGheirch HisBody: “The
Spirit of theLord God is uporMe, for He hath ordained
Me to preachgood tidings to the meek.” Aliwho have
received that Divine anointing, have the Divine
commission to preacthe goodtidings. Whoeverhas not
received that Heavenly authority cannot be a Divirle
ambassador.

In fulfilment of Jesus’ words, “give untoyou the
Keys of the Kingdom,” St. Petersymbolically used two
Keys in connectiomwith the Gospel:the firstKey on the
Day of Pentecost, to opé¢he door of invitation tcall Jews
to become members diie Body of Christ, theChurch,
through begetting ofhe Holy Spirit. Three and a hal AT e TR T

yearslater he used the oth&ey and threw opetthe door T / % il G d
] )AL R

RESTITUTION

ST. PETER PREACHING

membership in Christ.

Thousands of the holiest Jews diyedience to God'yg
command came yearly tberusalem to observe Pentecdst.
Thousands thus were attracted to the Pentecostal
preaching and carrietheir blessing and enlightenment
throughout the world.

There willyet be a second Pentecogitdssing.Only
the special servants and handmaids ofltbel share the
first and attain the&Kingdom. UnderMessiah’sKingdom
God’s Spirit will be poured out oall flesh. Theywill see
that of which their ancients prophesied.—Joel 2: 28, 29; ] gk
Acts 2: 16-18. FIRST I. B. S. A. CONVENTION

to the Gentiles. Cornelius was the first Gentile admitted to
hietas KT _-
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CHOSEN VESSEL ST. PAUL PREACHING AT

ATHENS

GOD'S

F St. Paul, Jesus said, “He is a chosen vassel

Me to bear My Name to the Gentiles.” (Acts 9:15.)

He is first brought to our attention as one of those
who consented tthe death of St. Stephe8ubsequently,
he went about “breathing out threatenings and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord."—Acts 9: 1.

When we see the power of the Truth in its
transforming influence uporthe human mind, we ar
amazed. Yet we should remember tBaid never coerce
the free will. In St. Paul’s‘conversion,” Jesusnerely
showed an honest man wherein he was wrang, what
privileges he would have in connectianth a Divinely-
directed course.

St. Paul became the successor of Judas. There were to
be twelve Apostles dhe Lamb—a crown of twelvstars
on the Church’s brow—and twelve foundations to the New
Jerusalem, and in them were the names oftifelve
Apostles ofthe Lamb. Weare sure St. Paul's name |s
amongst them. This is in accondth thetestimonythat he
was not one whir behintthe very chiefest of theApostles,
and was more abundant in visions and revelations than
they all. Matthias was chosebefore Pentecost and was
never recognized by God.

St. Paul is thenost prominent amonggte Apostles,
all of whomwere glorious characters, especially chosen of
God for His special service. Like the other Apostles, St.
Paul had nothing to say respecting an eternity of torture for
anybody. He declared that those ultimatelfound
unworthy should “be punished with everlasting
destruction.” It is St. Paulvho especiallyset forth that
Jesus mustome a secontime, and then must reign unt
He shall have put all enemies under His fééroughthis
noble mouthpiece Jesus sent us particulars of |the
resurrection of the just and the unjust, tbleange” of the
Church at Christ'sSecond Coming,the character of MR N
Antichrist, etc. If St. Paul's Epistles were omitted, how Al ATy TTe LT
great would be our ignorance on many subjects! ST. PAUL PREACHING AT ROME
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GENTILES FELLOW-HEIRS

OD’S Covenant with Abrahargave assurancthat
all the blessingssod purposed for mankind would

come tothem through Iris posterity. The .Jews were the

natural seed of Abraham, apdoperly to them belonged
the promises. But wheall Jewspossessed of the faith ¢f
Abraham had been privileged tome inwith Jesus and
becomeHis joint-heirs in the MessianiKingdom, then
God through St. Peter used the cand Key to the
Kingdom. He threw opeitthe door of opportunity to the
Gentiles, thatthey might become fellow-heiraith the
Jews in the .Messianic Kingdom.

Three and a half years after Pentecost the angel of the

Lord appeared to Cornelius. tie told him thatv Cod was
ready to acceptis prayers andis devotion. He told him
to sendfor St. Peter at Joppd&rom him he woulchear
“words” necessary to be believed in order thatright be
fully accepted of God and receive the Holy Spirit.
Three messengers were sent to fe8h Peter.

Meantime God prepared the Apostle. He was told that

what God had cleansed he should not considey longer

unclean. St. Peter associated his dream with his visitors,

and promptly went to Cornelius’ home. Hdound
Cornelius and higamily devoutand ready tohear. He
proceeded taell them the truestory of JesusHis death,
His resurrection, the call of th€hurch to be His Bride
class—proving their worthiness hyyalty and faithfulness
even unto death.

While St. Peter was speaking, thesensecrated
people, drinking in the Messadelly acceptedthe terms
of disciple-ship. TherGod gave a manifestation of H
acceptance of them lie gift of the Spirit, such as wa:
common taoall Christians at théeginning ofthis Age. St.
Peter, astonished, then said, If théswe received the
Holy Spirit, who can forbidthem water baptism, which i
only a symbol otheir consecration to be dead with Christ
? Here Gentiles first began to be grafted into “tbéve
Tree” of Romans 11:17.

()

12}

12}

ol kb A

CORNELIUS' REPRESENTATIVES




Page 76

THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH

RADUALLY the Gospel Messadeund hearingears

amongsthe Gentiles, but fewer in number. The Law
training of the Jews had bed&®od's special blessing to
them, preparing some of thefar the Gospel. The first
Church in which Gentiles seemed to predominate| in
numbers was at Antioch. Barnab&slas and others were
prominent amongste brethren there, and later St. Palul.
It was atAntioch that thefollowers of Jesus were first
called ChristiansMany Christians wish that nmther
name had ever been accepted.

The Antioch Church, according tthe Bible record,
had very simple arrangements, similar to those practi¢ced
by Jesus and the Apostlé=orms and ceremonies had not
yet entered, tocrowd outthe simplicity of Christ with
mere forms of godlinesshey met for growth in grace,
knowledge, loveand to assist each other in tharrow
way. When fairlyunderway in their studiesthey partook
of the missionaryspirit, and authorized and financed g
mission which was conducted I8t. Paul and Barnabas.
Other missions were also conducted, as recorded in the
Book of Acts.—Acts 13: 1-5.

Not long after this, the terrible persecutions é&ro
and Diocletian came upothe Church. ThesdRoman
Emperors found diversioand relieffrom ennui in the
horrible tortures they inflicted upon the inoffensive
followers of Jesuswhose mission irthe world ismerely
to “do good taall men as they have opportunity, especiglly
to thehousehold of faith,” and to prepare themselves and
each other for associatiowith their Redeemer in the
coming Kingdom.—Galatians 6: 10.

Why did God permit persecutions? The answer is that
testings of faith andoyalty to Godare asnecessary ta
Jesus’ followers athey were to Himselfandfor the same
reason—to develop and crystallize character. These
corresponded to Jesusivn persecutiorand crucifixion.
Thus He explained, saying, “It was necesshat The Son
of Man should suffer and enter into Hjlory.” The Elect y .
walk in His steps. DRIVING LIONS BACK TO CAGES
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THE GOSPEL IN THE WOODS

BEREAN BIBLE STUDENTS

HE little gathering of believers at Berea famous

amongst God's people bgt. Paul's declaration:
“They f Berea were more noblethan those of]
Thessalonica, in thahey searchethe Scriptureglaily to
see if these thingsvhich St. Paupreached] were true.
(Acts 17:11.) Theywere but a little classyet their
faithfulness to God’s Word caused them to be knowr as
Berean Bible Students. The early Church met nabaily
temples, nor didheir elders andleacons have rich robgs
of office, nordid the services consist showy display.
They simplygathered as children of God, begotten of the
one Holy Spirit and inspired by the One Faittnce
delivered to the saint§hey gathered as the brethren pf
Jesus, thathey might beunder His direction and care as
the only Head of the Church—as He declared, “Ong| is
your Mastereven Christ, andll ye are brethren.They
met to study the Message of Jesus and the Apostles.

Bible students in ouday have much advantageer
these. We haveonvenient cheap Bibles, ability to read
them, andgood lights such as our forefathers never
thought possible.

Bible studentgoday are encouraged also whehey
considerthat the Bible distinctly teaches that when men
shall be running to anffo, and world-wideknowledge
shall be increased, then the Wise Virgins, ttwd’s
people, will understand certain features of the Divine Rlan
previouslykept hidden by Divine intentiorthey perceive
that we are in thiglay of running to andfro by every
means ofconveyanceand that freeschools, compulsory
education, etc., ardoringing the foretold increase of
knowledge. These things matke time for the wise of
God’s people to understaritie Bible. How needful for
this special light, when smanyare fallingaway from all
faith in the Bible, under the teachingssuoi-called Higher
Criticism, which denieshat the Bible is theDivinely
inspired Message of God! (Daniel 12:1-10.) We should |not E et piksd -8 _ o
only awake, but “put on the whole armor of God.” BIBLE STUDENTS — MODERN BEREANS
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APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION

LL Christians claim that there wererroneous

doctrines taught in the pasivhich cannot be|
supported in the clearer light of oDay. All rejoice in the
spirit of greateramity spreading among<sthristians of
various denomi-nations-Catholic and Protestatuw did
Christianity get into such @efogged conditionthat
followers of Jesus thoughhey were honoringGod in
torturing their fellow-men? With great unanimity, Bibl¢
students seem to be reaching tbenclusionthat the
difficulty started in the doctrine @fpostolic Succession—
the doctrine that Bishops of thehurch were Apostles
inspired in the same sense as The Twelve.

Pope Plus X. realizes that the people no longer regard
the Bishops as inspireduthority and successors to the
Apostles in office. Evidently himself dissenting, he has
recently commanded that Roman Catholics be instructed to
study the Bible, thus tawomeunder the influence of the R | N
teachings of the inspiredl'welve Apostles. All are COONAT_|6N OF POPE LEO XllI
gradually seeinghat TheTwelve Apostles ofthe Lamb
(St. Paul taking the place of Judas) aredhly Divinely
inspired authorities of the Church.

The Church, after the death of the Apostles, hot
having the conveniences oBibles and educatiorpoked
too implicitly to their Bishops, or Pastors, amdthout
authority accredited them with Divine inspiration similar
to The Twelve. After two hundred yedtfse mistake wasg
partially recognized, and an attempt was made to rectify it.
but in thewrong direction. ltwas foundthat the different
Bishops taught widely different, contradictory doctrines| It
was realized that thesentradictions were not inspired hy
the Holy Spirit.. TheEmperor Constantine (not baptized)
called the Nicen€ouncil ofall the “Apostolic Bishops,”
at Nicea, A.D. 325About one-third,384, came. Thesg¢
werecommanded to decide onCaeed.They wrangled for
months. Then th&mperor decided antthe Nicene Creed
was the result. The Emperor's edict was thadt not
consenting to it should be exiled.

D
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“THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE”"

RADUALLY the name of Christianity spreasnong
the peoples of Europe, withoits Master's Spirit.
The name “Christian” became popular tie day of King
Charlemagne, thetitle, “Holy Roman Empire,” was
established. The significance tbi title is illustrated by 4

famous picture irthe ChapteHouse at Florence, Italy. It

showsthe Emperor andhe Pope seatedide by sideupon
a throne, and descendifigm each bysteps, thevarious

officers ofthe Empire; on the Emperor's side, general

etc., and on the Pope’s side, bishops,clbegy, etc. Some
claim this as a publiacknowledgment ofhe marriage of
the professed Virgin of Christ to Civil Power, in tBeok

of Revelation styled harlotry.—Revelation 17:1-5.

The basis of the alliance was the doctrvtgch then
obtained, that the Second Coming of Christ as the Meg
to rule the worldfor a thousand yeamwas thus fulfilled.
The claims seforth werethat it was the Divine intentior
that Christ should be represented in the earth by
Papacy,and that Hisgovernment should be carried q
through earthly princes. This condition of things prevai
in Europe forcenturies. In the Sixteentfentury the
Reformation movement sprang. These daughters of th
Church of Romemarried earthly power, and startédoly
Empires”of their own.

This entiretheoryand itsSystems received a seve
blow when Napoleon Bonaparte tothke Pope a prisone

to France. The spell of sacerdotal rule was broken|

September, 1870, Victor Immanu&bok possession o
Rome—a fatal blow.

Bible students argenerally agreethat Church and State
union is contrary tahe spirit of the Bible, an error of th
Dark Ages;that theChurch of Christ is not to reign wit
the princes of the Earth, nor to be married to them, bu
wait for her marriagetill the Second Coming of he
Redeemer, to be united with Him in the Fif
Resurrection. Then she shall reign with Hiarever.—
Revelation 19:7; 20:6.
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CRUSADES AND CRUSADERS PREACHING THE FIRST CRUSADE

HE name Christian hablecome popular in Europe.

Nearly everybodywas recognized &hristian unless
he disavowed it and claimed to be a Jew. difwevsyspell
was broken by what some woutkm a fanatical outburst FTRRRRREAA s
of fervor, which claimedhat Christians shouldage war HTTLARREE . ,_' '“,I.l.';' e i
on the Turks, Jews and others. The Crusades made|their| || iR iL I e 1_”"""""".,""'!'{
mark in history. Undethe spirit of the time, thousands of i i (1 L[
the noblest of theidaytraveled hundreds of miles by land '
and sea to fightor the Cross against the Crescent. It was
considered specially grievoubat Jerusalem was under
Moslem control, and thousands of lives and fortunes were
spent in “Crusades to deliver thioly Sepulchrdrom the
Infidel Turk.”

From our present-day standpoinand clearer
perception of things, people generally stilie Crusadesg
an outbreak of foolishness, wasted effort, manifest
ignorance andbigotry. But perhaps Christian®day have o _ Lt ST o
something equally foolish and irrational. The human mijnd BY THIS SIGN CONQUER
will be active insome wayThe folly of others is easier tq
recognize than our own.

Some day’ it will be owned that Christenddaday is
as foolish in some respects as in dags ofthe Crusaders
Do not the greatkingdoms of earth style themselves
divisions of Christendom (Christ'Kingdom)? Are they
not building great Dreadnaughtkat cost a fortune for
every discharge of their cannons? Are they not drilling vast
armies, and equipping them wittostly implements of
war? For what purpose? Either becatsey have evil
designs upotthe otherso-called Christian nations, tnat
they distrust the others. How foolish this shall yet appea

How muchbetter it will be when th&Vord of God is
fully acceptedand wherits spirit of Justice antove will
governthe world! Then the wealth andnergywasted in
Crusades, Dreadnaughts and armament will be used tp the
general betterment of the peopl®nly Messiah's
Kingdom can restore man to God’s image and niad@'s -- v ;
footstool glorious. HUSS BEFORE THE COUNCIL
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HUSS, WYCLIFFE, TYNDALE ETC.

HE lessons of the past should neveffdrgotten. But

we Should cover with a broad mantle of chanityich
of its wickedness. The Church early logte inspired
Message, andinconsciously adoptethe error that the
teachings of the Bishops were the equivaleratthority
of those of the ApostlesThrough this broad channel
grievous errors swepaway preciougruths. Lord’s Old
Roman World declares, “In tigecond Centurthere were
quiet bishops, intrepid martyraho addressed theftocks
in upper chambers, angho held noworldly rank. The
Third Century sawthe Church more powerful as an
institution. When Christianity, inthe Fourth Century,
became the religion of the court, it was used to suppor
very evils against which it originally protested. Tdiergy,
ambitious and worldly, sought rank and distinctidhey
became lazy, arrogamind independent. The Church was
allied with the State, and religioat®gmaswere enforced
by the sword of the magistrates.”

Fortunately therare dways advancethinkers on all
lines. Sucharegenerally considered fools, and persecuted.
In reality theyare the greatedtenefactors of mankind,
Huss suffered fohis faithfulness to the Biblewycliffe
and Tyndale were persecuted. Tyndale’s Bible was bufned
publicly by high ecclesiastics, in front dt. Paul’s
Cathedral, London.

Later on, Cranmer, Latimer and Ridleynce
associated with th&®oman Hierarchyput subsequently
with the English Hierarchy, were publicly burned, because
of their change offaith. In the light oftoday wesee less
difference between thewvo Hierarchies. Both Catholic
and Protestants agree in condemnatiothefatrocities of
the past, perpetrated in the name of our Redeemmerpf
whosetitles is “Prince of Peace,” andtho admonished
“Blessed are the peacemakéds, theyshall be called thg
children of God.” ThankGod! Our mental eyes, with
clearer light, see greater lengths and breadths and hegights - = & -
and depths of Love Divine! TYNDALE TRANSLATING THE NEW TESTAMENT

he

—

°Z




Page 82

OBODY todaybelieves that Martin Luther stepped

so fully out in advance dll others that heould be
said to have graspethe Truth, thewhole Truth and
nothing butthe Truth. Even Lutherans cut two of hi
Ninety-five Theses, but wishing to keep the number the
same they divided two others. All agree, howeubat
about the time of Luther, civilizatiotook astepforward.
Catholics are better Catholitmday,and Protestants better
also.

Dr. Luther was the head of a Cathdiollege for the
instruction of Germaryouth for the priesthood. He had
heard about the Bible, but like others for thirteen centuries
before him, he trusted ithe decisions of thevarious
“Apostolic Councils” of tim Church—the various
promulgated Creeds. These he believed to be Biblical.

But oneday he chanced teee a Latincopy of the
New Testament. His curiositgd him to readt. He was
amazed aits simplicity. He wrote the Popesuggesting
the calling of aCouncil to ascertain whethéhere had
been a gradual digressidrom the Bible. ThePope did
not take thesuggestion kindly. Luther was branded| a
heretic, unfrocked, excommunicated. This treatnuehy
convincedhim the more of the difference between the
Bible methods and teachings and thedern ones. He
began to write tracts which he scatteadidover Germany,
amongsthe comparatively few peoplthen able to read—
in anylanguage. Gradually, through mutfibulation, the
Bible became more prominent.

Those holy, honest-hearted Reformersy partially
comprehendedthe Bible. Much of the smoke of
superstition andigotry still affectedtheir mentaleyes.
Nor have we gotten out athe fog yet. Thank God,
however, Bible study is reviving, influencing people |of
every denomination. Let uemember thabnly the few of
old were able to read. A Bibleost a fortune. It wag :
thought useless because of erronetusst in Bishop- L . =i e .
Apostles and their Creeds. EARLY PRESBYTERIANS, COVENANTERS
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ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL

BOUT the time that Martin Luther began to study the

New Testament and was amazedtatsimplicity—
when he was grasping the great Bible Truth of justification
by faith—he encountered Tetzel. The effect was]| to
convince him the more that great errors hadradually
crept into the faith and spirit of the Church. Tetzel was
selling Indulgences undethe Pope’s authority. The
proceeds were to be used in completify Peter's
Cathedral at Rome.

Tetzelmay or maynot have exceedelis authority,
but the record is that he preached, not the merit of Christ's
sacrifice, but thgpower ofthe Pope, and of himself, his
agent, sayingyYou havefriends in Purgatory, suffering
therefor varioussins. ThePope haghe power to release
them; | am his agenfThose who donate tihis fund drop
their money into this box, assured that mhement they do|
so their friends will be released from Purgatorial sufferipg.

Catholic though hestill was, and a believer i
Purgatory, Luther could not tolerate suchc@mmercial
proposition aghat thegrace of God should be purchased
with money. He denounced Tetzel vigorously.

So far as we are aware, the public sallndtilgences
has been stopped in most civilized lands, but weténtly
in Mexico many Church tables were spread with
Indulgences, specifying variousins and crimes, and
bearing fixed prices.

Protestants, andome Catholics, have assumiat
these Indulgences are permits to sin. Tharch of Rome,
however, claimghat they neverissue permits t@ommit
sin, but nerely so much remission of Purgatorial
sufferings.

AmongstBible studentstoday, there seems to be a
growing convictionthat the Bible teaches that there is ho
consciousness in death—thiéite awakeningmoment in
the ResurrectiodMorning will connect upwith the dying
thought. The proof-textfor Purgatory they apply tsaints
in this life, to the world’s “stripes” in the nexfge, and : v, W s
to the “time of trouble.” INQUISITION — PREPARATION
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THE HOLY (?) INQUISITION MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW

ATHOLICS and Protestants are inclined to call the

doings ofthe Inquisitionvery unholy. Facinghe facts
charitably, we remember thatbelonged to dessfavored
day. With enlightenmenthank God, hagome akeener
sense of the Justice ardve which Jesusinculcated:
“Love your enemies, dagood tothem that hatgjou and
persecuteyou and say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for My sake.”—Matthew 5: 44; Matl3: 13; Luke
6:27.

The Law given Israel aMt. Sinai expressederely
Justice in itscommand, “Thowshaltlove thy neighbor ag
thyself.” How seriouslyindeed portions of God'ord
were overlooked in the persecutions of lihguisition! Not
only was there ndove nor sympathybut Justice irevery
sense of thevord was violated. Than®od forthe light of
a better day!

There is in the human heart a treacherous disposjtion
to do evil, ifonly anexcuse for it can be found. As the
Jews found an excuséor crucifying Jesus, stoning
Stephen, etc., so the Inquisitdotind an excuse fdheir
persecutions. Like Saul of Tarsubkey thought they did
God service. Matters have changed greatly, by
persecution isstill practised along different lines—
ostracism, slandetoycotting. The Bible refers to this eI MY e T . ;
saying, “Yourbrethren which castou out said, The.ord BV A T I L L,
be glorified! But Heshall appear tg/our joy, and they ! i !
shall be ashamed.”—Isaiah 66:5.

Themob spirit, thelynching spirit, is but a less legal
form of “The Holy Inquisition.” A Chicago Methodist
Episcopal minister, angered at Prof. Farson, is quoted by
the Indianapolis News and thHdew York Tribune as
saying: “If I had thepower | wouldskin that man, salt his
hide and tack it on a barn door.” The secular editor of|the
News says;If such a violent outbreak was made by gqne
who preacheghe Gospel of Peace, whatay we not
expect from the sons of Belial?”

Evidences multiply that the mob spirit, the Inquisitipn aLL i AR
spirit, is growing. All should be on guard. HUGENOTS FLEE TO AMERICA

—
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CALVIN AND SERVETUS

N Geneva, Switzerland, there was dedicated in 191
monument bearing thefollowing inscription: “In
memory of Michael Servetus—victim of
intolerance of his time, and burnéat his convictions at
Champel, on September 27, 1553. Erected by
followers of John Calvinthree hundred anfifty years
later, as expiationfor that act, and to repudiate 4
coercion in matters of faith.”
Thus havehe followers of John Calvin demonstrate
to the worldthat they have progressed féeyond the
teachings of their leader in the spirit of true Christianity
the spirit of Justice, ofLove. Calvinists deserve
congratulations ortheir progressfrom all Christians—
Catholics and Protestants —all @fhom have been
making similarly good progress during the intervening f
centuries. Nonenow would justify Calvin's course in
sentencing Servetus to be burned.
Others burned at the stake usually had the fuel p
at their feet. The flames were inhaled with ¢heoke, and
the victim was speedily unconscious to suffering. H
Servetus Satanic ingenuity arranged the burning fagots
distance. He literally roasted alive, in horrible tortu
nearly five hours—in the name ofGod, of Jesus, of
Righteousness, Truth, Justicépve, Christianity and
Civilization.

It seems remarkable thahly now weare realizing
that a man so deficient in the spirit of his Master ag
murder his brother, shouldot be an accepted teacher
the Word of God and its spirit. Only now are Bible
students realizing that Brother Calvin was notithventor
of the doctrine of Election, bumerely ofthe doctrine that]
all the non-elect would suffer everlastingli}low we see
that the terms, “the Elect,” “theery Elect,” are Bible
terms! andthat thosewho maketheir calling ancelection
sure, will be glorified in thd=irst ResurrectionNow we
see that the Elect will be associated with Jesus in
Kingdom, which will bless the non-elect— “all the
families of the Earth."—Galatians 3:29.
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THE WESLEYS MOBBED - PERSECUTION OF METHODISTS

EGRET as we may the multiplied sects of

Christendom, we mustook upon themall with
sympathy.The establishment of each, marked a further
endeavor to get nearer 8od and the truelight. The
Wesleysreturned to the simplicity of thearly Church in AT L
preaching, Class gatherings, Bible study, etc. Naturally '.H ”'lf'“” el 11*1[1'*;6',?1'11:1‘”_
they were opposed by Churchiani@attle were driven ' ) -
amongstthe worshipers to interrupt themeetings;they
were mobbed. Similarly, Baptists, Presbyterians and
others have hadtheir experiences of persecution
hindering Bible study and worshiping @fod according to
their consciences.—2 Timothy 3: 12.

“What manner of persons ought we to be?” As e
note the bitter persecutions of the past, and“tlaerow
way” of all who follow Jesusonly, we shouldthe more
forgive arrogancexind bigotry. All shouldturn away from
human traditions andverything contrary téthe Bible.—2
Peter 3:11. 3 = : '

Christian people irall denominationsare reaching THE PILGRIMS FLEE FROM PERSECUTIONS
this conclusion, andtudying God’s Word without creeda
spectacles, in Bible classes, or in their homesFrthy
2:15.

Wesley uncovered another precioBible truth. He
declared Calvin's doctrine impossible fois acceptance,
as Calvinistsnow do. Brother Wesley'theme was Free
Grace, and his favorite text, “The Spirit and the Brél,
Come, andwhosoeverwill may comeand take of the
Water of Life freely.”His heart was broad araving, but
the real breadth of Grace Divine was not then seen. He did
not discerrthat his beautiful text relates to the blessing| of
the non-elect during Messiah’s Reign; that the Church will
not becomethe Bride until the marriage, aur Lord’s
Second Coming. Sooafter, the Spirit and the Bride will
bid all mankind partake of life everlasting.

Now we see the connecting link between Election and
Free Grace. God's Election of a sainkingdom class is
the work of this Age. The Elect inglory will in the next
Age extend God’s Free Grace &il.— Romans 8:28, 29 : i ;
Revelation 22: 17. PILGRIMS PERSECUTING BAPTISTS
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OUR MODERN TEMPLES

REAT Temples, or Cathedrals, have been eregted

throughout the civilized world. Their founders
doubtless were inspiretiore orless to emulat&olomon
and Herod intheir great Temples of the past. No fa
need befound with thesefrom somestandpoints. All the
circumstances being equal, it would be a shame| for
Christians to meefor Divine worshipunder conditions
inferior to those of theirhomes. Inmany instances,
however,the peoplevho have donatethe money for the
erection and upkeep of these buildings have been
extremely poor, and have been cajoled itlte expenses
by misleading sophistries.

In the days of Jesus and the Apostles, it was not
considered “Christian work” t@aise money for Church
purposes.Today money-raising igshe ideal “work for
Jesus.” The Apostles taughthat the realwork of the
Church of Christ is not to build ugostly edificesbeyond
their means,involving them in debt, but to build -
themselves up in thostholy faith. “The Temple of God JOHN KNOX PREACHING CALVINISM
is holy, which Temple yare,” “if so be that the Spirit 0
Christ dwell inyou.” God's people are thdiving stones
under Divine supervision, being shaped and polished for
places in theGlorious Spiritual TempleThrough that
antitypical Temple,God will send His blessings. Tim
removal of the curse, and the wiping awabftears, will
follow.

While using these modern Templésst, usnot forget
that they are not the real Temple, or Church. It i$
composed of the saints of God, who day by day are segking
to walk in thefootsteps of Jesus, ithe service of the
Truth, “doing good toall men as they have opportunity,
especially to the household of faith.” If inclined to criticize
our forefathers for buildingcostly Cathedrals while
neglecting the Bible, let usremember thatcoming
generationsnay make similar or worseomments on us
for building scores of costly Dreadnaughts for injury to our
fellows. With what shame we will look back upon our oyn
faults! The thought should make us humble.

t
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HRIST is here in contrast with the rich, the learned,

he religious and the irreligious of ouday—
“Christendom.” TheHoly Spirit gives “the spirit of a
sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7.) To sacrificepresent
interestsfor eternal ones is wise. Is #&ny wonderthat
artists represent thevorld as wealth-madglory-mad,
pleasure-mad?

The Christian Herald of a somewhat similar picture,
says:“This allegory—which a critichas aptly called ‘A
Painter's Sermon'—is applicable to conditions awery
part of the civilized world. It is a picture &iudy and to
ponder overthat the full import ofits teachingmay be
understood.”

The ChristianCommonwealth ofhe same, said: “Or
either side passes the heedlessvd. A prominent figure|
is a priestproudly conscious dhe perfection of the ritua
with which he is starving a higher life. Oviére shoulder
of the priestlooks a stern-faced divine ofery different
type, and, Bible in hand, he turns lamk at the Divine
figure. The startledbok ontheface of a hospitahurse in
the foreground is veryealistic. So absorbed is the man |of
science withhis test-tube that he nevgtances at the
Christ at his side. One of theost striking features ithat
of a false beauty, hurryinfjom one scene gfleasure to
another. In theébackgroundstands an angel witbowed
head, holdingthe cup whichthe world Heloved to the
death is still compelling the Christ to drink.”

The passers-by represghe non-electwhoseonly hope
lies in theKingdom of Messiah. The Elect in this picturg
are represented in the person of thdfering Savior—
members of theBody of Christ, the Church. “He that
despisethyou despiseth Me.” These faithful members |of
the Body of Christ arenot confined to one denomination,
but constitute the saintly onesafery churchand outside
of every human system. Thaye the “Wise Virgin” class
being fitted by gnominy forthe Heavenly Kingdom, and
its great work of blessing humanity—the non-elect.

RACING FOR EARTH'S GOALS
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DANIEL IN THE CRITICS’ DEN

MASTER of art hasgiven us a picture which wel|

represents the attitude of the Higher Critiogvard
the Book of Daniel and itswonderful prophecies, which
more clearlythanany others point out our dayts present
experiences and what is to be expected. Of coursg, in
dis.crediting Daniel and the Prophets, and the Psalms of
the Old Testament, these critics really discredit Jesus|and
the Apostles. These Higher Criticsalf the greatolleges
have undermined faith ithe Bible as théVord of God,
and thus undermined all faith inpersonal Creator with
many.

These critics have little to say against Hitho spake
as never man spake; but the discerning minds of our| day
perceivethat as Jesus and tA@ostles quoted Daniel an
the Prophets aBivinely inspired, the discrediting of th
one isthe rejection of the otheHow could we rely upon
the testimony ofJesus and thApostles respecting othe

matters, iftheyerred respecting the prophecies of the past
?

j®n

1%

=

The condition of Christendomtoday is truly
deplorable; and although we caee how it has come
about, it seems almost impossible to restore a faitte
lost. Only the very honest-heartedhay weexpect will be
recovered. Their deflection hadts start with the
impossible thoughthat all except a handful of humanity
must suffer taall eternity at the hands (ife-proof devils,
because Godhus foreknew and arranged mattefrom
before the foundation ofthe world. They castaway the
Bible because of the erroneowsew that it is the
foundation of all these various religious errors.

This unbelief advancelike a mighty wave,and its
influence is sweepingway all hope respecting a futur
life. It is preparing the worldor anarchy.The wonder is
that the great and rich, supportieglleges which thus
teach, do not realizéhat they are bringing anarchy upon
the world.

Even now, Laborlike the blind giantSamson, is
groping forthe pillarswhose fallwill overthrow present
conditions.

D
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ALL IN ONE MAN'S LIFE

VERYBODY knowsthat stimulated by printing ther
has been a greater developmenkbwledge along
every line within the pastcentury than during the
preceding fifty-nine centurie€verybodyknows that the /

D

telegraph, telephone, wireless, electric lights, gas lights,
steam railroads, electric roads, machinery, convenierices,
etc., of our day were all unknown a century ago.

But although we know this to be true, it seeatrmost
incomprehensible to the rising generation. These things
have come so graduallihat few realize that they are
foregleams ofthe greatthousand-yeabDay of Messiah’s
Kingdom in whichthe curse will befully removed, and
instead the blessindong-promised of Godwill be
outpoured upon humanity abundantly.

The Bible declares theoming glory ofEarth, when
God shall make the place of His feglorious, when the|
whole Earth shall be a Paradise dBod. Our great
scientists,who give noheed to the Bibletestify that
present attainments are as nothing to what is just at hand.

God describes ouday in Daniel’s prophecy, saying,
In the Time of the End (of this Age), many shall run to and
fro; knowledge shall be increased; the wise shall
understand . . . and there shall be a time of trowieh
as never was since there was a nation.—Ddlfiel-10;
Matthew 24:21.

Are we not inthe midst of the running to and frp [
which this prophecypredicted? We must, therefore, be
living today in the period designated the Time of the
End—the time in whichihis Age will gradually close and
the New Age will gradually dawn with greater blessing
The firstlocomotivewas builtonly ninety years ago. Now|
in everyland, multitudes are running to arfi, whose
grandfathers probably never traveldty milesfrom their
birthplace. Surely no prophecies could be neweurately
fulfilled than this one.

Who but God could have knowrnd foretoldthis
marked peculiarity of ouday?Jesus quoted a part of thjs acii P Ak AL M
prophecy. AN ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE

A MODERN STEAMSHIP

Z
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“KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED” PRIMITIVE VS. MODERN PRINTING

ANIEL not only declared thatour day would be

marked by running to and fro, but algave another
indication: “Knowledgeshall be increased.Surely we
have this fulfilment also. Instead of plowing with &
crooked stick, we have up-to-date steam-plowshich
accomplish a hundred timeke work. Contrast writing
upon stone and upon parchment, laborious and expenisive,
with our modern printing. Contrasthe beginning of
printing with today!

No printing establishment in the world better
illustrates the perfection dhis art inour day than does
the U.S.Government Printing Office at Washington. No
library better illustratesmodern learning than does the
Congressional LibraryTodaythe learning is notonfined
to the great, the wealthy, or tliew; it is general. The
Schools ofthe civilized worldare full, and thustoo,
knowledge is increasing. u e

How wonderfulthat God foreknewall thesethings A MODERN GANG-PLOW
and foretold them through Danielfgophecy twenty-five
centuries ago, saying, “Manshall run to andro, and
knowledgeshall be increased!” Here weave it! We are
evidently inthe Time of the End mentioned, and well we
may rejoice in theoncoming NewAge! No longer do we
hold that theworld will literally end, and with a
combustion whictwill reduce it to a cinder. We aready
to believe God’s Word—that He created tlo¢ Earth in
vain, He formed it to be inhabited—to llee Paradise
home of humanity, regenerateduinder Messiah's
Kingdom.—lIsaiah 45:18.

Year by year wesee the Earth preparinfpr full
inhabitation. Recent earthquakes closed sant opened
other channels of the Japan Streaffiectingthe climate
of Alaska and theArctic zone remarkably, Gradually the
glaciers in theform of icebergsare runningout and
dissolving inthe more Equatorialaters. Gradually the
Earth is preparing to blossom #® rose. Gradually the
curse will beremovedand the blessing oGod will be Sl 3 i - TGl
substituted.—Isaiah 35: 1. PANAMA CANAL — UPPER GATUN LOCKS

D
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“A TIME OF TROUBLE" FRENCH REVOLUTION — BREAD RIOTS

ANIEL'S prophecy has one prediction not yet

realized. He declares, “There shall be a time| of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation.” Jesus
confirmedthis prophecyand added the word$No, nor
ever shall be.” If a great time of trouble musime, it is
comforting to knowthat it will be the last of its kind. And
this evidentlywill be becauséts lessons will be so severg
as to make no repetition of them necessary. Furthermore,
according tothe Bible, upon the ashes of that time af
trouble Messiah’Kingdom will be established with full
power andglory, to accomplistHis great work of human
blessing and upliffrom sin and death. Christ willeign!
Satan will be boundS.—-Revelation 20:1-4.

The prophecydeclares that while men are running |to
and fro and knowledge is increasethe wise ofGod’s
people will understand the Divine Plan as nebefore.
“The Mysterywill be finished.” The seals will be broken. it 1. 0 VSRR Ln
The dawn will appear. Jesus’ Parable of the Virgins FRENCH MOB LOOTING
applies to the end of thisge. It declares thaamongst
God’s people(all Virgins) there will besome “foolish.”
Only the “wise"will"trim their lamps,” examine the Biblg,
and “understand.”—Matt. 25 :1-12.

We need not detail theoming trouble. Everybody
sees it. It will be a battlbetween giants—on thene side
financial giants, trusts, etc.; on the other sgigantic
labor organizations. Botlparties are preparingBoth
parties expect to fight to the finisBoth parties expect tq
win. Both parties will be disappointedor bothwill lose.
The Bible predicts that the result will lmeost terrible—
anarchy— “atime of trouble such as nevemas!” We can
but imperfectly surmisghe details of the trouble, but the
Scriptures implythat it will include social, financial
political and religious institutions. Thanarchy of the
French Revolution, anthe anarchy which overthrew the
Jewish nation, A.D. 70, are Scriptural illustrations of what
may beexpected soon. The Bible counsels Meekness |and D ua
Justice as safeguards.—Zephaniah 2:3. “THE DAY OF WRATH”

1L fli mﬁ']_l’" 1

"

D

o




Page 93

CATHOLIC, MILITANT, TRIUMPHANT

CSTHOLIC signifies general, inclusive. lcannot
roperly be applied to any church except “The Chufch
of the First-borns, written in Heaven.” (Hebre@2:23.)
The latestthought of Bible students ithat the names
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, are pot
catholic, butare names of divisions. Likewise the terms
Church of England, Church of Germany, Greek Chuich,
Church of Romeare sectional names ambt properly
termed catholic.

The term, ChurchMilitant, signifies theChurch at
War. It was the wrong thought when tBaurch undertook
to war with carnal weapons, either against nationg or
against heretics througtthe nations. She has no
commission for such a warfare will be hers,eventually,
0 “bind their kings with chains and their nobles with
fetters of iron, and to execute the judgment written. This
honor have all His saints.” It will be hers eventualijien
glorified, tosit with Christ in HisThrone, and to exercise
dominion overthe nations, and to break them in pieceg as
a potter’s vessel. (Revelation 2:27.) Balt this will be
beyondthe First Resurrection, in heteavenly inheritance
of Glory, Honor and Immortality.

The Church’s warfare in the present time isfight
a goodfight of faith.” It is an individual warfare imvhich
the consecrated members tfe Church must stantheir
ground, and ddheir battlings by the assistance of the
Captain of their salvation, and the support of Misrd.
The brethrermay greatly assistone another, building on¢
another up in thenostholy faith. Thosewho are faithful
unto death will receive arown oflife, and a share with
their Redeemer in His Kingdom.

The Church Triumphanwill be invisible to men
because changed in the First Resurrection and perfected on
the spirit plane. As St. Paul declarégye mustall be
changed, for flesland blood cannoinherit the Kingdom
of God.” It will operatethrough earthly representatives
the Worthies of the past—Abrahafsaacand Jacob and
all the Prophets.

U
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NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH

ANY of the precious teachings of the Bible are

conveyed in symbolitanguage. Indeedll language
is pictorial. Thus the “Heavens” are the higher, |or
ecclesiastical and spiritual power®nnectedwith the
present order of things, while the “Earth” is the lower,|or
social order of things. In Bible usage, the mountaing of
“earth” represent the greagovernmental strongholds,
while the sea represents the restless alMgsh secretly
or openlydesires to engulfociety. Thusthe Bible tells
that the “Heavens” and the “Earth,” or spiritual autial
conditions which were beforthe Deluge, perished there,
and a new order of things, social and ecclesiastical, sprang
up, which still persists. The present ordewclesiastical
and social, is called the world, or Dispensatidrich now
is. It is also called “This present Evil World,” because gvil
holds supremacy. The Scriptures prontisat there shall
be a new “Heavens” and a new, “Earth” (ecclesiastjcal
and social), and we are assured that therein will dyvell
righteousness.— Isaiah 65 :17; 2 Peter 3 :13.

St. Peter describes the passewgay ofthe present
ecclesiastical Heavens and social Earth in a great ffire,
once misunderstood teefer to a literal burning of the
Earth. The Divine assurance is to ttentrary,that “the
Earth abideth forever,that God “formed it not in vain,
but to be inhabited.” The “fire” of this passage is evidertly
the same symbol frequently used in the Bible. It represgnts
the trouble, destructionyhich will completely overwhelm
the present ecclesiastical and social ordeanarchy.—
Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21.

The new spiritual Heavens of the future will be
Christ and theChurch in heavenlyglory and power. As
God’s promised Kingdom, wvill rule the Earth, blessing
and uplifting the non-elect of every nation, people, kindred
and tongue. The new Earttill be the new social ordef
which will come into being at that time, under th
direction and guidance ofthe new Heavens—the g :
Messianic Kingdom.—Matthew 6: 10. SOCIALISM PREFIGURED BY SAMSON

D
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EARTH RESTORED, PERFECTED, COMPLETE

RSUING the thought with which westarted, we
perceive that the Seventh Creativay, or Epochwill
be a period of seven thousand years. Under Mess
glorious reign that last thousarygars’ Restitutiorwork
will bring Earth to thecondition originally designed by
God! It will complete the creation of Earth, and g
mankind as a race of God-likellers of Earth’'s affairs,
Man, having tasted both Good and Evil, and having chg
Good, will be granted life everlasting. The disobedig
lovers of Evilwill be destroyed irthe Second Death.—2
Peter 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:9.
It is not in thepower of human tongue or pen
portray the glorious perfection of the earthly Parad

condition. The most gloriougualities of mind and heart

known amongst men must of necessity be imperfec
compared witlthe perfection oSod’s image as iwill be

ah's

=

restored in all the willing and obedient—the unwilling and

disobedient being destroyed.

Already wesee beginning the Restitution blessings

promised in prophecy/et we areonly in the beginning of
the thousand
in which, under Messiah’s guidance, Goilt4sdom

and’ Powerwill undoubtedly work miraculous changes |i
a natural way. It is refreshing &l hearts and to Christiap

faith to knowthat as the Prophet declared, “The des
shall rejoice andblossom asthe rose,” “and in the
wilderness shall waters break out,” so these things

beginning to be experienced. In the far Western parts of

the United States, and in Mesopotamia, the land
Abraham. human ingenuity, engineering feats, etc.,

working miracles. Divine Wisdom isehind them, just as
Divine Power is nowblessing all of Earth’s affairs, and

making the world most wonderfully rich.

If humanskill is able toproduce such beautiful fruits

and flowers asrenow manifest oreveryhand, what may
we not expect will be theondition ofthe perfect earth
when the “curse” shall b&lly removed bythe glorious
Redeemer? Surely will be “the desire of alhations.”—
Haggai 2:7.

et ! I

UNDER VINE AND FIG TREE
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HALLELUJAH CHORUS AND AGES TO COME INDIA NEEDS RESTITUTION

ITH the close of the thousandyears of the

Messianic Kingdomthe great Mediator bill delive
over the Kingdom to the Father. (1 Corinthian5:24.)
The Father will not receive the huméamily to eternal
life without firstgiving them aestalongthe lines of strict
obedience td/is will. Satan will beloosed for alittle
season to demonstrate whoe absolutely loyal atheart
and not merely obediefir the sake opolicy. Those who
then fail, will be destroyed with Satan ithe Second
Death. (Revelation 20:7-9.) Thuthe earth will be
absolutely cleansed- Theavery creature in Heaven and
Earth will exclaim, “Blessing, antionor, andglory, and
power, be unto Hinthat uponthe Throne and unto th
Lamb forever!” (Rev. 5:13.Then there shall be nmore
sickness or dyingThe former things o$in and death will
have passed away.—Rev. 21:4.

Nor will the glory of Christ and theChurch end with :
the restoration of mankindNot only dothe Scriptures tell JAPAN NEEDS RESTITUTION
us that unto Christveryknee shalbow, both of tilings in
Heaven and things on Earth, but “That the Ages to
come God will shovihe exceeding riches of His grace and
His loving kindness toward us [the Church] in Christ
Jesus.”

As God made notthe earth in vain, but to be
inhabited, this same principle doubtless applies to |the
other planets of our solar system, and to one thousand
millions of other worlds of which Astronomy tells they
are all to bepeopled, and the things learned in the din-
experience of our Eartlre to be their instruction. It is the
Divine decree that theogosshall be thehonoredagency
through whomall creative workshall beaccomplished in
the future, as in the past, and His Church, His Bride, will
be with Him inall His glorious hereafter. Truly ours is g
Great Godworthy of worship, obedience, lovénly the
foolish can say irtheir hearts, “There is nGod.” “Who
shall not reverence Thee, l@rd . . . wherThy righteous ) i i
acts are manifest?”—Revelation 15:4. CHINA NEEDS RESTITUTION
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Sons of Peace

E ASSUMEthat allwho visit “The Photo-Drama of|
Creation” will be convincedthat the Bible tells a
harmoniougale of the greatness afale ofthe Heavenly

Father and of theord and Savior, Jesus. We also assume

that all such will desire to be on the Lord’s side — Son$

Peace. (We use the terBons as in “Sons of God” t
include male and female, young and old.)

ALL SUCH SONS OF PEACE

are invited to confess the fact by wearing a PAX P
a miniature of the above, and we offer the pins free to €
of our patrons, on condition that they will return it to us
they cease to be “Sons of Peace.” Thus the wearing of

pin is your token to others that you have taken the First

Degree “In His Name.”

Sons of Joy

The Second Degree “In His Name” means more!
means full heart-consecration to God and His service
means the joyful following of the footsteps of Jesus in

1=
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cross-bearing. We supply a different pin free for such and

enroll their names for such service as they may be ablg
glad to render, “In His Name.”

and

OUR ASSOCIATION’S SEAL

OUR SEAL well represents the spirit or sentiment of our
Association. In the name of Jesus “The Prince of Peace” it
seeks to promote Peace on Earth. Love and Joy are also pro-
meted by the knowledge of God’s Word and Plan; for only thus
can a true Faith be established.

Our Association’s work is not for financial profit. As
limited by its Charter, all of its receipts go to the furtherance ,of
its labor of faith and love—in doing good “In His Name.’ It pays
no officers’ salaries nor dividends. It never solicits money, yet is
supported by money—uvoluntarily supplied It re es ,ultimately to
carry “The Photo-Drama of Creation” with its helpful lessons to
India, China, Japan and Africa, as the Lord through human
agencies provides the means. It is believed to have great Home
and Foreign Missionary possibilities. The I. B. S. A. invites the
co-operation of all true Christians regard-

All deeply interested in The Photo-Drama of Creation in Pastor
Russell's books, entitted STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES —
especially THE NEW CREATION, cloth, 750 pares, and THE DIVINE
PLAN OF THE AGES, cloth, 384 pages, 35¢. each, postpaid, any
address, nineteen languages, over four millions issue. They may be
on your bookshelf. They are worth their weight in gold to all wishing to
understand the Bible.

THE PICTORIAL BIBLE
All wearers of the PAX PIN are entitled to purchase one copy
each of our Pictorial Bible, divinity circuit edition, for $1.18. The list
price of this Bible is $5.00. It contains many of the pictures in THE
PHOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION and many others.

BIBLE STUDENTS’ BIBLE

Advanced Students of the Bible will find this edition superior to
anything else of the kind in the world. Our space does not permit
descriptions. It is supplied in various bindings at wholesale cost
prices. Address all Bible orders to Brooklyn Tabernacle, N. Y., or
London Tabernacle, England.
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